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t» lEl E F A C E, 

TrioUGH the CharafteF of Mr. 
Shenstone is too well known, and 
his Reputation as a Writer too firmly efta- 
blifhcd, to require any further commdnda- 
iJoni yet it may perhaps be expefted dialt 
Tome apology fhould be made for thiis 
Additionial Volum^e of his Works, con- 
taining Familiar Letters to fome of his 
mbfl intimate Friends. 

To diofe who may think fuch ian a^- 
logy requifite, it might be fufRcient to fay, 
that the reception which the former Vo*. 
lumes have met with, affords the ftrongeft 
reafcm to believe that an addition to them 
would be very acceptable to the Public ; 
and that the Author's talent in epijivlary 
writing appears not to have been inferior 
to that which diftinguithes his other com^ 
politions. 

A3 But 
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But it may be objefted, that, whatever 
their merit may be, Letters^ not intended 
for the public, ought not to be publifhed ; 
and that an aft of this kind is a violation 
of Private Friendfhip. 

This objeftion, it muft be confefled, car- 
jies with it fuch an air of delicacy, that the 
perfons here concerned are very willing to 
give it all due attention. At the fame time 
they cannot but obferve, that it will not 
hold in all cafes, and therefore muft un- 
avoidably be fubjeft to fome limitations — 
that thefe limitations muft vary, as the cir- 
cumftances of cafes happen to vary — and 
that not to niake proper allowances for fuch 
circumftances is highly unreafonable — in- 
jurious to many who have deferved well 
of the Public by this very conduft, and 
detrimental to the interefts of Literature. 
It might perhaps be difficult, and is by no 
means neceffary, to enumerate thefe feveral 
limitations. It will be fufficient in this 
place to fay, that where neither the repu- 
tation 
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tation of the Writer, nor that of any other 
perfon, is injured, there the force of thcr. 
obje6tion evidently ceafes. And it is not 
only believed, on the moft mature delibe- , 
ration, that this is the cafe in the prefeat 
inftance ; but nnoreover' that there are po- 
fitive good reafonsin its favour, relpeding 
^s well the Writer's charafter in this Jp'^ 
cies of compofition, as the fatisfa^tion and 
entertainment of the Reader, 

The encouragennient which has been 
ufually given to Works of this nature 
might feem to make theje obfervations un- 
neceflary ! But it was not thought fufficientj 
barely to fhelter this publication under the 
fanftion of fuch an authority ; as it is well 
known that the wan66nnefsof curiolityhas 
fometimes encouraged ddignsbyno means 
juftifiable: and it is as readily r^knowledg** 
ed that the following Letters ai'e deficient 
in many particulars requifite to excite that 
ruriofity, being neither written on popular 
fubjeds, nor addrefled. to perfons of rank 
A 4 and 
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aftdcmmence in the world* They will Mt 
fitA hoWctct tb afft)rd an agreeable enter- 
tainment to fnch as aih reiifli an animated 
di^ky of the various efibrts of a fine Ima- 
^bfttidh for a Itngth of years, whether 
snWUlihg itfcif with rural cmbeUifhments^ 
or occupied Hi odier pleafdres^ of learned 
rettremertt> and a warm difinterefted fiiend- 
Ihip. Such atie the fubjcfts of the follow- 
ing Letters ! and if a:ny prtfoti Ihould ftili 
retain a doubt concerning the propriety 
df perpetuatirtg them in this manner, he 
fhafl'Be finally referred to the Writer's 
oWn atfthority, who, m a letter dated Ofto- 
be;f ^3} i754> thus expreffes himfelf: 

^^ I CONFESS to you that I am confidera- 
^^My nftortififed by Mr. W— 's conduft in 
'* regard to thofe Letters (meaning his own 
^ letters to that gentleman's brother) j and, 
** rather than they Ihould have been fo un- 
" heceflarily deftroyed, would have given 
^ trtore lifTortcy than it is allowable for me 
*^ to mention with decency. I look upon 

<f my 



. PRE FA C E. IX 

" my L€tt€M as fome oF my chef-im'^^ ; 
<'artd could I be fiij^bfed to have thd 
** fmalleft prefceftfiorts to propriety of ftyle 
^^ ot lentiment, I fliouki imagine it muffr 
*' appear principally in my Letters to his' 
" broflifer, and one ^dr two more friends. 
" \ confider themi a^ the recorcfe of a 
" friendftfip that will be always dear to 
*' me, ahd as the hiftory of my mind for 
*^ thefc twenty years paft." 

When it is corifidered howfeldom fb 
valuabfea colleftionof fealcbitcQjondence 
is to be met with, and how difficult it is to 
fupply the want of it by a fictitious one, it 
cannot be doubted that the Public will be 
pleafed to fee the lofs here complained of fo 
well repaired, and to be fumifhtd wlthfuch 
genuine examples of the Author's flyle and 
fentiments, together with an authentic hifto* 
ry t)f his mind for fo long a Ipace of tJme. 

To conclude : The talents of this Au- 
riiof;! on whatever fubjeft they were exer- 

.: \'Kz TV. X \ cifed. 
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cifed^ were fo unqommoiij and the G^cneo/ 
his little Ferme ornee under the conduft of 
a tafte entirely originalj was .beqome fo 
confiderable, that every ipecim^n of the 
9ne, and every anecdote relative to thejm-* 
provefnent of (he other, feemed too ift-- 
terefl;ing to be buried in oblivion : at Icaft^ 
they were thought fo by thofe to whom 
the greater part of this Colleftion is ad- 
drefTed: — perfons indeed confefledly par- 
tial to the Writer's talents, and interefted 
i;i his commendations ; but at the fame 
time perfons neither fo regardlefs. of their 
Friend's reputation, nor their own, as to 
have hazarded either, without the ftrongeft 
perfualion that their partiality had not im- 
pofed upon their judgment; tod that it; 
was no indecent oftentation in thena, by 
this public aft, to teftify, that they efteem- 
ed it not only a peculiar felicity in their 
fortunes, but likewife fome degree of cre- 
dit, to have enjoyed the pleafures of fuch 
a^ Friendship throughout fo confiderable a 
period of hunian life. 
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MR. SHENSTONE'S 

LETTERS. 



I. To Mr. J A GO, with a Song, and the Author's 
Sentiments on Muiical Compoiltion. 



Dear Sir, 1739. 

AS my head is confiderably more confufed than 
ufual, by reafon of a bad cold, I fhall aim no 
higher in this letter than at bare recitative, referving 
all my airs for a feafon when my mind is more in tu/te. 
Such, I hope, will be the time which you fet apart 
to attend the chief mufician, at Birmingham. I tho- 
VoL. Ill, B roughly 
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roughly deiign to lend an ear to his performance, on 
condition he will not refufe one to a propofal I in- 
tend to make, of having, one day or other, a merry 
ftrain atThc Lea^tyvres. But if y>ott fca¥« wtuffen^ 
chant to fee the face of your humble fervant at Bir- 
mingham, your moll effeftual way will be to inform 
him when thefe folemn nuptials betwixt Tweedle- 
duqi and Tweedle-jdee are Xo be confiimmated. I 
will, certesy not be abfent at the throwing of the 
flocking, any more than Parfon Evans in Shakefpear 
would be " abfence at the grace." I have fent a 
ffi^, not diat I am fure ( have npt fent it before ; 
but that, if you can fee any joke that it containeth, 
the fore -mentioned gentleman may be afked to tranf- 
late it into mulic. When I ufe this expreffion, you 
win, pcradrcnturc, look upon it as my opinion, that 
in mufical compofitions, found ought as much to an- 
fwer fenfe ^s one language does another, infomuch 
that fuch and fuch thoughts ought to bring into our 
heads fuch and foch founds, and 'vice verfa. But in 
cafe there is no fenfe, and no thought, the more lan- 
guages a fentence is tranflated into, the more 'tis 
cxpofed. And in cafe it be the misfortune of my 
little piece to have neither, I htg that Mr. Marriett 
may not inform anybody what it figjiifies in mufic. 
As a ferther proof of die confufed flate of my intel- 
kfts, you fee almofl at the end of my letter, my 
thanks for tike packet, &c. which ought to have been 
placed, in the very front of it, in order to exprefs, in 

fome 
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fbme degree, the fenfe I have of your favours. I 
long to fee you ; and am, dear Sir, 

Your raoft obedient 

and faithful fervant, 

W.SiiBHSTONE. 

8 O N G. 

<' When bright Oph^li^ ^i^^ the gr^n 
" In ail the pridq of dref^ and mien^ 
^' Ayeffe to freedom, mir^ an4 pl^yj 
*' The lofty rival of the dajf ; 
^' M£\hink& to n^y enchanted ^e, 
" Tlie lilies droop, the rofts <Jie* 

^< But, when, dlfdainipg art, the fair 
" AiTumes a fpfi^ engaging air : 
** Mild as the opening morn of May> 
** And 33 thp feather'd warblers gay : 
•' Thp fccne iniprovea where'er fhe goe*, 
♦' Mpre fweetly faiile^ the pink and rofe. 

*' O Ipvely maid ! propitious hear, 
" Nor think thy Damon infmcere. 
" Pity my wild deluf}ye flame : 
*' For tho' the flowers are fall tlie fame, 
" To me they languiih, or improve, 
♦* And plainly tell me that I love.*' 

B 2 II. To 
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IL To the fame, in the Manner of P a m e l a . 

1739. 

WELL ! and fo I fat me down in my room, 
and was reading /^^jWa— one might fur- 
nifti this book with feveral pretty decorations, thought 
I to myfelf ; and then I began to deiign cuts for it, 
in particular places. For inftance, one, where Pa- 
mela h forced to fall upon her knees in the arbour : 
a fecond, where ihe is in bed, and Mrs. Jewkes 
holds one hand, and Mr. B. the other : a third, where 
Pamela fits fewing in the fnmmer-houfe, &c. So I 
jufl (ketched them out, and fent my little hints, fuch 
as they were, to Mn R— — -n. As foon as I had 
fealed my letter, in comes Mrs. Arnold *— " Well, 
*« Mrs. Arftdd, fays I, this Mr. Jago never comes— 
" what can one do ? I'm as dull as a beetle for want 
" of company." « Sir, fays flie, the hen — " " What 
<♦ makes you out of breath? fays I, Mrs. Arnold; 
*' what's the matter?" " Why, Sir, fays fhe, the 
" hen that I fet laft-fabbath-day-was-three-weeks 
^* has jufl hatched, and has brought all her eggs to 
« good." *« That's brave indeed, fays I." ^« Ay, that 
** it is, fays fhe, fo be and*t pleafe G — d an how that 
•* they liven, there'll be a glorious parcel of 'em. 

* His houfe^keqier, of whom very refpe6tful mention 
is made in the courfe of this correfpondence. ," 

•' Shall 



LETTERS. s 

^ Shall I bring *em up. for you to fee? (ays flic.** 
<* No« thank ye, Mrs. Arnold^ fays I ; bat aren*!; 
*' ye in fome apprehenfions from the kite, Mrt*' 
** Amdd ?"— ^ No, Sir, fays flie, I hope there's no 
« danger; I takes pretty good care of 'enu" «* I 
** don't qaeition your care, fays I; for you're feldom 
" without a duck or a chicken about you."—** Poor 
** pretty freters / fays ftie; look here. Mailer, this has^ 
*' gotten a Tpeck of black jippn her tail." — ** Ay, 
« I thought you weren't without one about you, fays 
** I«*-I don't think, fays I, Mrs. Arnold, but your 
*» fool was defign'd for a hen originally." " Wh)^ 
^ and if I badhttn a hen, fays flie, I believe I fliould 

* hare done as much for my chickens as yondei^ 
^ great black-and-white hen does, tho' I fay't that 

• ihott'd not fay't, faid fhe." Aye, that you would, 
thought L ** Well, but now when Mr. Jago comes, 
« hare you got e'er a chicken that's// /« killf^* 
** No, fays flie, I . doubt there is ne'er-a-one.** 
^ Well, fays I, Mrs. Arnold, you and your chicken 
*» may go down; I am going to write a letter.'' So 
I fat down, and wrote thus far : fcrattle, fcrattle, 
goes the pen— -why how now ? fays I — ^what's the 
matter with the pen ? So I thought I would make an 
end of my letter, becaufe my pen went fcrattle, 
icrattle. Well, I warrant I ihall have little pleafure 
when Mr. Jago comes \ for I have never fixed my 
heart much upon any thing in my life, but fome 
loisfortune happened to balance my pleafure.— Af« 

B 3 tcr 
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ter 5^11, thought I, it jn»ft be fyme very ill ftqcident 
^i^t putw^iglis \he plcwfut? i ftall take m reeifig 



in. To a Prien4> too cefeqionlouily declining 'to 
purcHafe d Horfe for him. 

SIR, : i?73$. 

XQftnnotgvpid ima^in^g clie firft p^rtiof yoUr 
letter was mere railji^. I aja ftre itgefveiiii» 
II good defil of pld^fupe ^fer I C^n beau* v«ir)f weU t» 
I^eaf |»y foibles €3fpofi?4 though, not, flay lairtta>, a<n^ 
pn ^at »€00j4nt nmd nee<iU mabe. grateful ttf«&t2on 
9f it* J acktioM6(^ tiieoddnels of tife kt):i^r .Which, 
dc^^fioi^ it, and c^iid not exp^ ^t fuch aii ill- 
fbjpm^daf^UcatiOn coold havi^ produced an anfVi^er 
fo Very oratorical. In A© firft pU^e, yoa lajr Of^feit 
the ftibje^, or ind«e4 what you caH the offices in 
Vfllich I 30 plieafed to edipby yoft. {n tlnis nextji 
yoa alledg^ your owli bahs^ to enter upon tbau 
t»xa tf fock ^rcait concemiieht. That this is rhe^ 
torical, nay, pure rhetoric, I gdther from the ex- 
ecdiuaifr of all the dedamations that I evor heard in 
my ttfe« 'Tis, mofeover, not uneommoii with de^ 
claimers to ^ve fense reafons why they IhcMid not 
abibhudy deoUne th» Ub^edtt. tSun^h, they sjie hn^ 

fiblc 
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■fiMc of th'feii^ ihfttfficieiifey (<jUltf fwlfe dwy wight be 
^tpeded to fit down> and holcl d^isr tongties.) And 
diis is i^at yiou have deh^ hf fayifig chat ydu are 
unwilling to di/Tent from the world in regard to the 
fubjefts you are engaged in; that you, therefore, 
choie to (itt^i- a ttltdcH^ e^mi^, by that msaos avfoid- 
ing fS^h i]^t^ut]&tidii of t)f^Aiin{>^n on the xme hand, 
aifid indilfefence on the €6&iiti ^^lien 4Ms ii done, 
ybu enter gravriy tkpoh th« fubj^av afld> to §pre it a 
gre^fer tJcrfpicttity, divide it klo two parts* The 
fsrOiput happens w be *' coficfeniitt|; die poreHiife of 
•'Mte hoHb." On this oecafion^^Od inform t»^ that 
I iHftih- asgood country fbr hdf to } and fetdwdly, that 
r have a number of aeqtilint^ilcii round abotft int, 
^ha are very vv^ll (killed itt die nature of dienii -I^^cnv 
each of thefe informaddn^ 'ftem^ at-fit^ figiit; «> 
mean no more than what I have better opportunities 
ef knd\)^ing than the peribn who iiifbrm^'mey knd, 
cfn dris aocwuit, to err in point of fupc^Mty/^ Bdt, 
upon f<s:tmd thoughts^ ttiey have fhiffirce (to fpeak 
litte a; gmmmaruin) ; namely, that 1 am endrely 
negligent of my own afF;UT<; and^ fcsondiy^' that I 
car^ v4t whom I give ttouble: co; if I oaii bat avoid 
it t^JG^t\ ftf'thar die fsntenoes have really a beauty 
wUeir oti« feilii^efr beneath t^ir f^per^^. ^ After 
you hftV6 faid^ dils and' ttuu^r ^hich ihcludin ail that 
cah b^ faid upbtt die JfabjeClv you defoeifd to die fb- 
cond diviiion, in relation to which I am toiygrllteftil 
to be othenvife thany^rw»/ in my acknowledgments. 

B 4 I HAD 
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I HAD not expatiated thus hr, but to (hew that I 
am not infenfible of a fneer ; nor fhould I expatiate 
any ^rther, but tp prove that I am equally fenfible 
of a favour. 

I DESIRE you would bdieve, that I abfolutely aft- 
fent ta your critique : That fome of your fentiments 
were ihy own before I coBimunicated the verfes; and 
odiers, as foon as you had favoured me with the dif- 
covery of them : That I would, /^r prajenus^ return 
my thanks for them; which you might jufUy have 
claimed, whether I had approved them or not. One 
exception to this approbation my modejdy bids me 
mention, on account of your too great partiality in 
my favour. My gradtude you are entitled to with- 
out exception or limitation. 

It wiUj perhaps, gratify your curioiity to kiiow, 
that Mr G. has a copy of verfes in the laH maga- 
zme> entitled, ^ The little Cur." There are feveral 
ftrokes that are pi^urefque and humourous ; I be- 
lieve it was done in hafte. The motto is exquifite, 
and miKrh more properly applied by Mr. G. than 
the Emperor Adrian,in my opinion, notwithflanding 
all that Pope fays. Tell me your judgment of Mr. 
L— — n's in the fame paper. The epigram " To 
<' one who refufed to walk in the Park, &c*" is a 
goodone» 

I HAVE 



LETT E R S. 9 

I HAVE waved fending the verfes to Mn Somervilc 
at prefent, becaufe I hope to fee you foon cither at 
The Leafowes or at Birtningham. I cannot tell whe- 
ther I ihall have time to inclofe in this letter my bal- 
lad* 'If I do, coniider it only as fome words that I 
ichufe to make ufe of to fbme notes of which I am 
inore than ordinarity fond *• It is as much defigncd 
fyr my own finging (in private I mean) as ever was 
a bottle of cherry-rbrandy for an old woman's drinkr 
ing*' Now [ think of it, I really believe that I every 
day approach nearer and nearer to the capacity, the 
way, the infignificancy, of to old woman. Mx$» 
Arnold h^ certainly,by h^r^/^^rm/ih^r incantation^ 
and her converfations together, contributed a good 
deal to this transformation. Pray come over if yon 
can, and try to reinilate me in my right mind, in 
proportion to the foipdnefs of which I iball b9 mlOr0 
^ndmore 

y o\ir f^cn^ and ferv^ml^ 

W.S. 

• TThp tune " Come and Uften tp my ditty, Ice." Thp 
words founded upon a true hiftory of Queen Elizabeth, who^ 
looking from a caftle wherein (he was a prifoner, and fee- 
ing a country miOumaid finging, exprcffed great envy at 
the girl's condition^ and difiatisfa<5tion with regard to ber 
fmn. 
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IV. To t&e fame, fiX)m iTown. 

I RETURN^ yoir my^hoksr, moft heafiiljr, fbr 
thti pdetted refentxftem ^hich y6vL hu,^ fhnwh 
mgtMtmy fcwifiirers^ ike Riddlr-nwUfcfS^* I hiVfe 
ftnt Mh SodneMle's. yf4rf^8 atid ycmtt to Cftve; 

tlUit J 'ftar>h« wiU:httV4 mi h^m fbri^^m t^fi iioftifr. 
Jfybu Qftfl RM^ate Mfd wit ih «)ndfUit§fsyetiH\411 do 
.A0^ £ltdH- fyMt% Id" the tl^ i yoU dd* iM^ l^id Mh^k* 
It^it, \^h*ff ydU exllif^*' the ^fef «ii- tidt 

1l>Al^y, 4ll «^at t eWi t«Il yoik of it : Tha^ il #^ ii(. 
concerted ; that it has done the oppofition gt^^at difv 
fervicc; thAt the Ki&f i4^ Wlv feOnfermed in the opi- 
nion of Sir Robert's honefty; that tl^e younger Mr. 
Pitt's fpeech was the mofi admired on the oppofite 
tie, ail4 Sk R-^t^s on the court i!de; that they did 
toot foave the Houfe tiU five ia the morning ; that 
Sir R*— t and P— y are fo violeot, that Ae Sp-— r 
u continually calling them to order; finally,.that the 
affair has occafioned this print, which I addrc(V K) 
your curiofity merely, though the lines upon the Bi- 
fhopare humourous enough. — ^Now I mention curio- 
fity ; do you take notice of the many quaint con- 
5 trivances 
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trivaoces tn^e ufe of to catch people aatural in-> 
^i&tiveneCs in th^ p2al|)ldets> viz, '* Are thefe 
« t&itig9 fo V*y^f' Yea, they are."— « What th<fn?" 
« f-The dcril of a ^dry."---« Hoy, boys."—*' Up 
<^go.we."*-*-Axid a thodhnd odiers.'^What do you 
tkink muft be my expeitce» who lore to pry into 
every thing of this kind ? Whjs truly^ one ibillitig. 
My company goes to George's CoiFee-houfe, where, 
£)r thsit fmall fubfcription, I read all pamphlets un- 
der a three fhilling dimenfions; and, indeed, any 
larger ones would not be fit for coffee-houfc perufal. 
-—Lord Dudley lent me two fermons, given him at 
the Hodfb of 'Lords,- which I read laft night. In the 
firft, there are a gi^at itiany deep animadveriions 
deliyered in a ftyle that is tolerable ; in the other, 
there is as great a wast of common Englifh as there 
is plenty of common cjbfervations.— -Have yoa feen 
the fefmoBs en.tke Martyrdom and o& the Faft-day I 
If yoa read eithef fend for the firft^-?You'll find m^ 
de^eadrate from a gentle bard kito-a fnarling critic, 
if ]ny;|x>em does skot ple^e Cy^'U fay I am no very 
candid one at prefent) : bat let iis ^e be what it 
«^ X fliaUlay no finall ftrefs upon the opinion of 
Ibmc that have approved it. As it is at prefent in 
J^pingf it d&fcovers no uncommon itepudence, and 
nms no very great rifque ; but who can anfwer for 
it, when it has ^e graceleir^eis to c^ms ufm the Uwn ^ 
'^ra frfi mhis muft ibon be my motto. Its virtues 
and faults wiH thea be iocapabk of addition or di- 
minution. 
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minutioti^ and the pious aflHbnce of friends mud-i-i* 
but I am no Roman Catholic — ^The intrinfic merit 
of a book when it is printed^ as well as the pail life 
and converfation of a man that is departed, rnnfl 
damn, or give it immortality— *-! mean, to a certain 
degree* I fcribble what comes uppermoft, and de« 
fire yoa would do the fame.*— 

Yours, 

W.S, 



y. To a Friend^ from London, defcril^ng hi^ Teiji^ 
per^ and Manner of Living thjifTiC. 

Fronfi Mr. Wmtlc's, Per- 
Aimer, near T«mple-Bar, 
Dear Sir, *cc. 6(h Feb. 1740. 

I A M now with regard to the town pretty much^ 
in the fani^ ftate in which I expe^l to be always 
with regard to thf worUj fometimei exclaiming and 
rilling againft it; fometimes givbg it a good«vofd]» 
and even admiring it. A fun-fliiny day, a taverflw> 
(upper after a play wdl a£ted, and now and then sn' 
invigorating breath of air in the Mall, never fail tf 
producing a chearful efle^. I don't know wiie* 
ther I gave you any account of Quin's a6ting Fa!« 
ilafF in my former letter: I really imagined that 1- 
few you tittering on one fide me, (baking your fider, • 
and fometimes fcarce containing your(elf« You wBl 

pardon 
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pardon the attitude in which I placed you, finCe it 
was whatfeemed natural 2X that circumftance of time* 
— Comus I have once been at> for the fake of the 
ibngs, though I deteft it in any light: but as a dra- 
matic piece, the taking of it feems a frodigyi yet in- 
Attdi/uch'a'Onet as was pretty tolerably accounted for 
by a gentleman who fat by me in the boxes. This 
learned fage, being afked how he liked the play> made 
anfwer, " He could not tell — ^pretty well, he thought 
*• —or indeed as well as any other play— he always 
'* took itj^that people only came there to fee and 
«* to be i^en— for as for what was faid, he owned, 
** he tfkvtv underftood any thing of the matter." 
I tokl'him^ I thought a great many of its admirers 
were in his cafe, if they would but own it. 

|n the other hand, it is amazing to confider to 
It an univerfality of learning people make pre- 
i|{ions here. There's not a drawer, a chair or hack- 
coachman, but is politician, poet, and judge of 
^te literature. Chimney-fweepers damn the Con- 
ion, and black- (hoe boys cry up the Genius of 
cefpear. « The danger of writing Vcrfe" \& a 
good thing ; if you have not read it, I would 
pommend it to you as poetical. But now I talk 
\ Learning, I muft not omit an interview which I 
:cidentally had the other night in company with 
3rd D— and one Mr. C— w We were taken to fup 
a private houfe, where I found a perfon whom I 
^ad never feen before. The man behaved exceeding 

jnodclU^ 
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modeftly and well; till> growing a little merry ovef 
a bottle (and being a little GOOBtenaiiced by th€ 
fiibjeft we were tipon)« he pulls out of his pocket 
about half a dozen bal]ad6> and diflributes tj^efti 
atiiongil the company. I (not finding at ii^ft they 
were of his own compofitlon) read one over, aiid> 
finding it a dult piece of Anff, contented myfelf with 
obfcrving that it wa9 exceedingly well printed* But 
to fee the man's face on this occafion would make 
you pity the circumftance of an author *s long as you 
live. His jollity ceafed (as a flame woutd>do, flwuld 
you pour water upon it) ; and, I believe, for about 
five minutes, he fpoke not a fyllaWe. At lengthy 
recovering himfelf, he began to t^lk about his'^oun** 
try-feat, about Hotighton-H^ll, and ibon aft^ de- 
fired a health, imagining (as I found afterwards^, that 
Lord D— would have given Sir Robert**. ButlXdid 
not, naming Sir T— - L«-* : mine, which followed, 
was that of Mr. L— . Now, who do you think \ 
Ihould bei but hooeft Ralph Freeman (at leaft (the 
writer of the paper fo fubfcn^d), your father's Jol4 
friend and intimate. Sir Robert's right-hand, a ] 
fon that lives elegantly, drives £xx. of the heft J 
fci town, and plays on St. John's organ : (you kc 
Mr. L— is not only Sir Robert's greateft enemy, tfut 
Ae Gazetteer's proper antagonift.) We were invitwd 
to fee him very civilly, and indeed the man behaved 
with the utmoft good-humouri without arrogance, ^or 
any attempts at wit, which> probably, wouM n^ 
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hare Veen Tory AooeftfViL^wiUk jfovr itik^sviiSLt 
he would hy to «»> if I £boul(l loia in tlioiaaft 
wkh kit old fntifA, and tal^e a good aAOnit^ muJkar 
Sir Robert, which, I bfiUerc, I oa%k( have; anl 
litdc encoura^^nt, God ksiavs, hanne I noi with 
on the other Ada of the qaeftion. I iky, i baiievc 
I mgbf hasvtt hecaide I know a certain pecbngivca 
pen£oiis of diree pouftds a-^eek to poxUcs aad ths 
modi iilkerate ftnpid feHows yon caa imagine, la talk 
in his behalf at ale-houfes : where diey £t ^ long a 
dme, and are as regularly relieved as one centry re- 
lieves another.»—At Icaft tell him that I exped in 
hi«. avi^wcx to my letter (which I fhall not allow him 
to affign to you), he write fomething to confirm me 
in my integrity, and to make me prefer him, and 
yon, and honefly, to lace, brocade, and the fipiiles <;^ 
the ladies, 
^ Et Veneri, & cunis, & plumis Sardanapali *.*' 
B«t I hope to keep my Hercules in view, whether in 
print or manufcript ; and though I am as fond of 
pleaitue a& moft people, yet I ihall obferve the nd^j 
*< Pofitam iic tangere noli f*'* 

• To love, to cradles, or the idle plumes 
Of foft Sardanapalus. 
jVo/^.v-^-Sardanapalus was the laft king of Aflyria, who is 
reported never to have done a manly adipn, except in his 
death. His exceeding effeminacy caufed his fubje<5ls to re- 
^dik, and take up arms againd him. They overcame him in 
^f^ cpnfli<5k ; whereoa be raifed a funeral pile, and facrificed 
l^iielf on it, with (ome of the richeit of his pofiTeflions. 
•\ So placed touch it not* 

I DESIRE 
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I wA^oitering jrefterda^ ui the cofieerioom» when 
two perfonsL came bu well-dr dTedj and called for my 
poem; read a page or two> and commended the four 
lines upon Mr L— extremely, (« Lov'd by that 
Prince, &c.'*) repeated them forty times, and in the 
end got them by heart, mentioned them to a third 
pt^rfon, who faid he Imew of no virtue that the Prince 
nxfof fired with, and then endeavQUKd ta mimic the 
Pxince's way of talking; but, fays he, rilShcw thg 
four ifift Urns in tbi ftiem^ and then prpceeded to 
*«'Twas Youth's. pi^rplcxijig.iUge, &c." which are 
fiat enough, God knows — ^but to my firil heroes ; one 
of them readsi << When great Alcides to x grove re- 
tif 'di** A^9 "^rjoH, know Mr* £— did retire, he nuas 
in the fieeffioH ; reiul on «* you*U find he mentions Delia 
aneeu Do^tycu romemher Mi^ i>— nvrote afong ufon 
JMla f hit frcce fid ■ y o u \ih find he is going to gi^e a 
eli/cfiption cf.putso hdies of Afferent charaaere, that 
were in love nwth Mr. L'^» One ims (here he 
na;med two names, wfaichl have forgot)* Upon my 
mjord, it is fine : 1 believe it is Pop^s ; but how comes 
Pope to J>rai/e him/elf there? (" Lov'd by that Bard, 
«* &c.**) Ifo doubt, h'owever, it was written by Mr, 
Pope or Mr- P— . 

My critics proceeded to the reading of the lafl 
finiile immediately, without the lines preceding it, and, 
agreeing that it was a very good thing, called out 

for 
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for « TE^Xfeconomy of Love.^' 36 foa fee, '* Laui 
*< dairt' /^i^i fed j/?/i leguht •," is the cafe. A pttfyA 
tjufindt be fcjpofed vain from the dpprobatiort of 
fuch critk:s> 6r'dfe I would riot haVc iirferted foch a 
toi^intendatw^ paragraph. J nbver enquire how ihy 
]po^ takes, artd am afrdid to do To; However, I 
fmA/ome S iSioW it to be Malkt^^^l am in^tfenJt 
liU I hear frbih you : I Ihall be Mr6 till this day fbirt- 
ttlght; afterwards at The Leafowesu-I muft add this, 
« Ne,ftti(Uo noStn^fecces 5'* but at the feme time alft 

— — '* bdefendi 
" Againft your judgment, your moil faithful friend.*^ 

W. S. 

Thisss ofpvjiti petitions dp)iueate my flate of 
mind : it is well for me that I h^ve you at Bath. 



Vlli :TaMr. J ago, on tlie Death of his Father. 
bearMr^ Jago, Leafowes. Aug. 28, 1740- 

1FI>3D fome difficulty in writing to you on thii 
melancholy ocCafion. No one can be more un- 
fit to attempt to lefTen your grief than myfelf, be- 
caufe no one has a deeper fenfe of the cau/e of your 
afHidion. Though I would by no means be num- 

*► Thefe they commend, but thofe they read. 

C 2 bercJ 
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bered by you amongfl the common herd of your ac** 
quaintance that tell yon they are forry^ yet it were 
imperdnent in me to mention a mere friend's concern 
to a perfon interefled by fo many more tender re* 
gards. Beiidesj I fhould be glad to alleviate your for- 
row, and fuch fort of condolence tends but little to 
promote that end* I do not chufe to flatter you ; 
neither could I, more efpecially at this time; but 
though I could perhaps find enough to fay to perfons 
of lefs fenfe than you, I know of nothing but what 
your own reafon muft have fuggefled. Concern in- 
deed may have fufpended th^ power of that faculty; 
and upon that pretence, I have a few things that I 
would fuggefl to you. After all, it is time alone 
than can and <iv/7/ cure all affliflions but fuch as are 
the confequence of vice ; and yours, I am furc, pro- 
ceeds from a contrary principle. 

I H £ A R D accidentally of this forrowful event, and 
accompanied you to London with the utmofl con- 
cern. I wiihed it was in my power to mitigate your 
griefs by iharing them^ asl have ofte^ found it in 
yours to augment my pleafures by fo doing. 

All that I can recommend to you is, not to con- 
fine your eye to.any fingle event in life, but to take 
ia your whole circumflances before you repine. 

When 
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When you reflefi that you have lofl one of the 
beft of meu in a fadier, you ought to comfort your- 
felf that you had fuch a father; to whom I cannot 
foAtzr applying thefe lines from Milton: 

■ « Since to part ! 

** Go, hear'nly guefi;, ethereal meflcnger ! 
•* Sent by whofe ibvereign goodnefs we adore ! 
^ Gende to me and affable has been 
** Thy condefcenfion, and ihall be hononrM ever 

« With gratefum memory *» 

End of Book VIII. Pa r. Lost. 

I would have you by all means come over 
hither as foon as you can. I will endeavour to ren- 
der the time you fpend i^ere as fatisfadory as it is in 
my power ; and I hope you will ever look upon me 
as your hearty friend, through aU the viciffitudec 
of life. 

Pray g5ve my humble fervicc to Mrs. Jago and 
your brother. 

I dm, with the utmoft afFedion, 

Yours fincerely, 
W.Shb^stone. 
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VIII. To Mr. Reynolds. 
Dear Sir, ' Leafo>ve$, Aug. 174JO, 

WONDERFXJIi were the dangers and difficult 
ties through which I went, the night I left 
you at Barels : ^kich { look^dj^pj^n as ordained by 
fate for the temporal pui^fliment Qf eb^i^af;y^ . It 
wai very kind, avA \n charafter, f^r y^u to ^qiidea- 
vour to deter mf from the. ways of ,d^kne&;, but 
havixig a fort of f enchant for needM^ di$cu}t|ea^ I 
have an undoubted right to indulge myiflf i^ t)iesn, 
fo long as I do npt infift upon any one's pity. It 
is true, thefe ought not to exceed a certain degree; 
^y fhould be Unia tormefita * ; and I )n^$ fiwn.the 
labpttis I underwen^th|at .nigh^ did nQt cpmj& with- 
in the bounds whit^ my imagipatio«Mdprefcrifated;. 
I cannot fi>rbear m^Uomng one itmnin^n( danger, 
I rode along a confider^ble piece of w^ter, covered jfe 
clofe with trees, that it was as probable I. n^igji^ 
have purfued the channel, which was dangerous^ as 
Siy way^^ out of it» <!>p, to put my csSp iiv a iqpre 
poetical light, having by night intru.ded uppi^.mi 
amour betwixt a Wood-nymph and a River-god, I 
owed my efcape to. Fortune;, who coav^ed me from 
the vengeance which they might have taken. I put 
up finally at a little alehoufe about ten o'clock, and 
lay all night awake, counting the cords which fup- 
ported me, which I could more fafely fwear to than 

* Mild punilhments, 

to 
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to^kcr bed cr blattkct. For Tarther particdlars 
fee my epiillc Co the Pallor Fido of Lapworth.-^Mr. 
Graves £175^ ke fliould be giid to fheW 70U tHiy ti- 
vilities in his power, upon his own acquaintance ; 
and will ferve you as far as his vote goes> upon my 
recommendation; but is afraid, without the con- 
currence df fome more confiderable friends, your 
chance will be but fmall this year, &c. If the former 
part of this news gives you any pleafure, I cai;i aiTi^rc 
you it gives me no lefs to communicate it ; andf tKis 
pleafure proceeds from a principle which wouldin«- 
duce me to ferve you myfelf if it fhould ever be in 
my power. — I faw Mr. Lytteltoft kft week ; he is a 
candidate for the county of Worcefter, together with 
Lord Deerhurfl: ; I hope Mr. Somervile will do him 
the honour to appear as his friend, which he muft 
at leaft think fetond to that of fucceeding. 

I H E A ft. you are commenced Chaplain lince I fa^ 
you. J wifh you joy of it. Tlie Chaplain'* tide i« 
infiilitely more agreeable than ki& 0iice ; atid I Kc^ 
the fcaff, which i« exptcffive of it, will be AO'dimt 
nutive thing, no four-penny-halipenny piece Of rib^ 
boning 9 but that it will 



^ High o'er tJic neck fey ruftUng fdds difpky, 
•* Difdain ail ufual bounds, exteifd its fway, 
«* Ufurp the head, and piiih the vfig away." 
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I HOPE It Will prove ominous, that my firft letter 
is a congratulatory one; and if 1 were to have op- 
portunities of fending all fuch> it would entirely 
quadrate with the fincere wifhes of 

Your faithful humble iervant, 

'. W. Shenstone, 

I BEG my compliments to Mr. Somervile, Mrs. 
IChight, and your family. 



IX. To the fame. 

From Mr. Wintle's, Per* 
fumcr, at the King's 
ArroS) b^ Temple-Bar, 
S I R^ Fleet Street, 1740. 

I A M heartily obliged to Mr. Somervile, that he 
will make ufc of any mean^ t6 ferve jne; more 
efpecially that he will take the trouble of confulting 
:Which may be moft effe^ual to that end ; and I de^ 
ilre you would reprefent thefe fentiments to him in 
th^. mpft expreflive toannen 

I H AVE, fince I arrived here (which was laft Satur-» 
4ay night) » hea»i.Lowe fmg* and feen Qibber adt* 
The laureat (poke an epilogue, made uporti and, { 
4ippofe, by bimfelf^ in wjuch he doe3 not only mak? 
a bare confefiion, but an ofimtation pf ^11 his follies : 

''Of 
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^ Offuch (fays he) whoever demands a bill of fare 
** Mzj look into my life — ^hell find 'em there j'* 

or fome fuch lines, I cannot accurately recoiled 
them. I do not wonder he pleafed extremely ; bat to 
a confidering man there is fomething ftrangely difa* 
greeable> to hear a fcandalous life recommended by 
one of his age, and as much fatisfadion fhewn in die 
review of it as if it had been a perfed galaxy of vir- 
tues* An Athenian audience would have fhewn 
dieir (Afferent fentiments on this occaAon. But I am 
ading the part of Jeremy Collier, and indeed in fome 
degree of an hypocrite, for I confefs I was highly 
pleafed with him myfelf. I have nothing to add, 
but a 'fine clofe, if I had it ; as I have not, you mult 
be coiitent with (he vulgar one, that J ^m 

Yours fincerely, 

W. Sh£NSTON«« 



X. To the fame, 

Dear Sir, I740» 

1 THANK you for the favour of your laft letter, 
particularly your readinefs in tranfmitting to me 
any thing of Mr. Somervile's. It fo fell out, that 
Mr. Outing delivered to me the verfes, and I had 
the jdeafore of reading them, about a moment before 
]ie|[aye me yourepiitle* 

Th? 
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The town expe&cd fomethbg of impcttrtafttre^ 
namely, a motion for a committee of enqaky ifhfeo 
late meafures, would be moved for to-day. If any 
tbitig of this nature has been carrying on, I wiil acUt 
nn account of it before I clofe my ktter. In tke.meaft 
time it is> I believe, very crediUe, that Lord Oxford 
has a continued influence <ovef the King ; etnid that 
Ike Qi^e of Argyle is fu&ciently. difgufted, to have 
talkdd of the re^nation of hk pcfis again. 

An odd ilory enei^ the following, and I belief 
true! Somebody, that had juft leamt tkatii-^t 
W— '$ gentleman'^ jijunc waf* Jac|dbn^writies alet* 
ttt to<Mr. Ffoyei> Keeper of the Tower, intimataig 
Ids miftcr's> defire to %eik with him. Fbyer dreiiel 
the next mcf nifig, and waits upon H-^— e, comes tntd 
his room—" Sir, fays H— e, I really don't know 
** you—" « Sir, my name is Floyer — '* " Ay, by 
««'G— -d; that may be ; but, by G— d, I don't know 
«* you for all that—'* *« Sir, fays he, I am Keeper 
*' of tRe Tower—" " G— d d— n your blood, fays 
** H — e, produce your warrant ; d — n you, pro- 
*' duce your warrant ; or, by G— d, I'll kick yc 
" down flairs—" 

Fri«htip at thefe threats, the gentleman re* 
tired ; and in his way. home had leifure to confider 
tjhe joke that was p«t upon him, and more pattici^ 
Jaaij turned upon the perfon to idxom ^ was lent^ 

Ir 
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' If .y«9 4wa * JiH^ to Mr. SiuckfciirgVi,.bod&. 
f^fy m El4e$-Jftfe0ti, k wiU arrive agrccaWe ti> 

V "" ^ Yonr hurtiMe femnt; ' 

. i.lfaBdi^ .- -. ' •'.'■■A I / ;■ ' '-^ • :■'• ->;.• 

.My copipliinqntst to, jqur p^tropi^ 

; ..; :r . • •: .- J .. .;.••■.:/■.-. ..!..■ 

>- '■' . 1 .^ 4 ■ 

I .■ • ' I ' • ■ ' ■ • • 

XL To tke fame^ 

Sir, 1740. 

YOU& Uftlett^gava me a good ^^ of uneafi- 
9^ ia regard to Ailsr ^oraeryila';) mdifpo£uj^ 
I hope, if he is better, yo^',Yill<>iaitn^opp0rtiink|r 
of gratifying me with the news of it. I (hall be glad 
to employ you and Mi'. Jago in my little rivukt be- 
fore winterxome^ when .one mt& tud adieu to m^ 
jnd beantiesi. Thofe chanaing fcenes, whick the 
poets, in order to render them more can^at, have 
fux;iuibed with ladies^^ flnift:bd ftript of all their or« 
naments. Thofe incomp^jubfe. nymphs, de Dryads 
and the Nereids, which have been my conftant com- 
panions this fhort fummer, will vaniih to more pleaf- 
}ng dimi^sj^^nd X iQuft be k&.ta i«ek my afliilance 
in real bea(i|ties ia&eadi of imaginary oneSw In {kort» 
I an thinking to live pArt of this winter in Worcef- 
ter, or fpme other towii. Twas at a concert there, a 
very fall one, lately •' I pbferved Dr. Mackenzie 
talking to Mr. Lyt^gltpn ; and I hope, on that ac- 
count. 
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county he is in his intereft: othieiwife Mr. Somervile 
would do Mn Lytteltongreat fcrvicc by engaging 
him.^ — Mr. Lyttclton took occafion to mention to 
jne the obligation he lay under to Mr. Somervile 
for his letter, as well as his other defigns in his fa- 
vour—that he had long received great pleafure 
from that gentleman's pen> and wifhed for the 
honour of his acquaintance. I told him, I believed 
the fatisfadtion would be mutual, or to that pur- 
pofe. He added, that The Chace was an extremefy 
beautiful poem, the beft by far ever written on the 
fubjeA. But now the fiddles fqueaked, the harpfi- 
chord jingled, and the performers began to feel the 
divine enthufiafm. The god of mufic invaded them 
116 he did the Sibyl of old : 

^ Peui, ecce Deus ! cui talia fantl 

<« Ante for6s, fabito non vultus, non color unu«, 

«^ Non compts mftnferc tpoms; fed pe£tus anhe* 

** lum. 
^ £t rabie fera corda toment, majorquc viderij 
«* Nee mortale fpnads-^.** 

^ Imitatiok««« 

-— — Behold, behold the God ! 
Scarce, ^t the entrance, were thefei words pronouoc'd. 
When ilrait her features and complexion chang'd^ 
Her hair upftaring wil^-rlab9pr*d her breaft. 
Her heart inftam'd with r^i'ng frenzy fwell'd^ 
Her form enlarged, and more than mortal founds 
Broke from her trembling ltps.w . 

Jam, 
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I AM, Sir, with all due compliment to Mr. So- 
mervile. 

Yours finccrely, 

W. Shenstone. 



XII. To Mr. J A 00, from London, with Obferva^ 
tions on the Stage, Sec. 

SIR, Jan. 21, 1741. 

XT OU fee I am extremely expeditious in anfwering 
^ your letter ; the reafon of which is a very 
powerful one, namely, the information which I re- 
ceived lad night, that it would be agreeable to you 
I fhould do fo« Pleafe therefore to fet afide the fum 
of eighteen pence, or thereabouts, for letters which 
you will receive whilft I am in London ; and, to 
make it feem the lefs profufely fquandered, confider 
it amongft any other cafual expences which you care- 
lefsly fubmit to, merely to gratify your curiofity. 

I WENT the other night, with the greateft expedla- 
tions, to fee " The Merry Wives of Windfor" per- 
formed at Covent-Garden. It is impoffible to exprefs 
how much every thing fell below my ideas. But I 
have confideredfince ; and I find that my expe6lations 
were really more unjuft than their manner of a<Eling. 
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PtrJotUy lit Drder to k€t We11> fhbuld have ibmetUii^ 
of the author*s fire, as well as a polite education. 
And what makes^ this the clearer to me \s, that you 
hear, ten plays well read by gentlemen in company^ 
to" one that you find well performed upon the flage.— 
Nothing can be more ignorant or afFedted than the 
femmM tm which fomc people give themfdves at a 
country play; becaufe, forfooth, they have feen plays 
in town. The truth is, th« chief advantage of pky rf 
in town lies entirely in the fcctiety. You feldom 
obferve a fet of ftrollers without one or two aSors 
who are qurtft equal to their parts ; and I really know 
ctfno good one at cither of the two Theatres Royals 
except Cibber who rarely a6ls> and Mrs. Clive. I 
will add one more^ in ampUtmce with my fyvm taiftc 
merely % and tJiat \% Mr. Neal, a ff?k}w, who, \iy ptay-^ 
ing ihefioU ha» gained my pattictdar efieem^ 

Aft e r the play, we' had an eftttrtatnment j falfely 
ib called 1 It was that of Orpheus and Etrrydice, tfie 
moft i/»-«b5/fr<r/ thing I hcver heard, and which lafte J 
I bcUeve, three hours, v^'iA fome intermixtures of 
Harlequin; both fo dull, and yet heard with pa- 
tience, that I was amazed, aftoniftied, confounded: 
but really a man of/enfe ought not to be fo ; becaufe 
they were not calculated for him* 

IvfAifT you here extrenwly^t pray come up for 

a week. 1 fuppofe you will xtot, fo I will not argtte 

J fuperfluoufly. 
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fii^rfluoujfly. However, write, fopn ; and believe 
t^t yoQf letters ar£ tke moft agreeable thbg« in tke 
wafl4 to. Sir, 

Yours mo|l faithfully, 

. W.SL 



XIXI. To the fame. 
Dear Sir, 1741. 

AS I have no fort c^f library in town, I find Se- 
veral minutes upon my hand9> for which, it 
1 employ them in fcribWing to my friends, they are ' 
hvtt Jknderiy Mged to me, I hope no friend of mine 
wi!l evcrbe induced, by my example^ to do any thing 
bat avcttd it; I believe no one breathing can fay 
widi more tnidi, ** Video meliora •; &c.'* It is not* 
from a fpirit of jealoufy that I would advife myac- 
qoidntance to feek happitiefs in the regular path of 
a fixed life. But though I very highly approve it> 
and envy" it, my particular turn of mind would be 
as Ihde Satisfied with it as it is like to be in a different 
one. Yet, however I complain, I muft own I have 
a good deal reconciled myfdf to this mixture of gra- 
Mcadon and difappointment, which muft be my lof 
till the laft totally prevails. 

♦ The whole paffage alluded to runs thus, 
' Video meliora, proboque, 

Diteriora fequofm 

' I fee and I approve 

The better path— the worfe, alas ! purfue. 

Yet, 
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Yet, after all* to tell you the truth, I am not 
pleafedwith being advifed to retire; I was faying the 
other day to Mr. Outing, that I had been ambitious 
more than I was at prefent, and that I grew lefs fo 
every day. Upon this he chimed in with me, and 
approved my defpondency ; faying, '* that he alfo had 
been ambitious, but found it would not do." Do you 
think I liked him much for this ?— no— I wheeled 
about, and faid, ** I did not think with him ; for I 
♦* fhould always find myfelf whetted by difappoint- 
•• ments, and more violent in proportion to the intri- 
♦' cacy of the game." I fpent a night with him and 
Mr. Meredith, and with him and Mr. Dean : in the 
latter party he had laid his hand upon his fword fix 
times, and threatened to put a dozen men to deaths one 
of whi^ch was Broughton the prize-fighter.— -Mr. 
Whiftler's company feldomr^/zV'z/^ me on an evening; 
and I go to plays hxxt feldom, becaufe I intend no more 
to gi've countenance to the ///.—I have got a belt ! ! ! 
which diilinguifhes me as much as a^^r/^fr-^it capti- 
vates the eyes of all beholders, and binds their un- 
derftandings in golden bandage. — I heard a pedant 
punning upon the word gi^nro^; and a wag whifper- 
ing that I was related to Beltijhaz%ar, In fliort I 
may fay, from the Dragon of Wantley, 

** No girdle, nor belt, e'er excelled it ; 

*' It frightens the men in a minute : 
«< No maiden yet ever beheld it, 

^ But wiih'd herfelf tied to me in it." 

The 
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The Dunciad is> dbubtlefs, Mr. Pope's dotage^ 
tS Aio( i9vvn»*; flat in the whole, and including^ 
with feveral tolerable lines, a numher of weak, ob-* 
fcure, and even punning ones. What is now read 
by the wboie luorld, and the ivj^ole ^world's twifi, is, 
Mr. Hervey's Letter to Sir T. Hanmer. I own my 
tafie is gratified in it; as well as that unluckine/s ha^ 
tural to every one; though pe(^le fay (I think idly) 
he is mad. For this long letter I fhall expedt twdi 
ibon after yoa have received itj Adieu! 

Did yoQ fee a poem, called '^ Woihan in Minia- 
f« ture," written with fpirit, but incotreft ? The 
people that were carrying Lord Orford in effigy^ to 
behead him on Tower-Hill, came into the box 
where he was, accidehtally, at George's, td b^ 
money of him> amongft others. 



XIV. To Mr. — , on his taking Orders in the 
ehurch. 

Dear Sir, Lcafow^s, June 8, 174.1. 

I WRITE to you out of the abundant inclination 
I have to hear from you ; imagining that, as 
you gave me a direction, you might poflibly expedl 
to receive a previous letter from me. X want to be 
informed of the impreffions you receive from your 

* Dreams of the flumbering God. 
Vol. IIj, D ne<w 
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WW ciscumftaBC09» Tke chief ayeriion which fbme 
people have to otdtts ih what I fancy you. will re- 
move in fuck as you converfe with, I take it to be 
owing partly to drefs, and partly to the avowed pro* 
feffim of religbn. A yofung ckrgyman that has di« 
flinguiihed his genius by a compofition or two of a 
polite nature, and is capable of drefling bimfelf and 
his nligion, in a different manner from the genera- 
lity of his profeflion, that is, without formality, is 
certainly a genteel oharaden I fpeak this not with 
any fly defign to advife, but to intimate that I think 
you very capable o^Jhining in a dark-coloured coat 
•^-You muii: confider me yet as a man of the world, 
and endeavouring to elkit that pkafure from gaiety 
which my reafon tells me I ihall never find.— It is 
^BipoffibU to exprefshow flnpid I have been ever fince 
I came home, infomuch that I cannot write a com* 
mon letter without fix repetitions. This is the third 
time I have begun yours, and you fee what fluff it is 
made up of. I mufl e'en haflen to matter of fa% 
which is the comfortable refoorce of dull people, 
though even as to that, I have nothing to communis 
cate* But I would be glad to know, whether yoa are 
lioder a neceffity of rtifiding on w«ds:-dtys ; and, if 
not, why I may not expeft you a 4ay or two at Ti^ 
Leafowcs \erf fbon.-^id yoo make ai^ enquisy 
concerning the non^Mtr of i«y poeni iiddat Qzfbidi 
or did yotthear any tbisgconc^mbg it thatiCflncciaa 
me to hear ?— Will S— — (for that is his true name) 
is theexcefs of fimplicity and good-nature. Hefeema 

to 
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to &«t6 a1! the Indufliy imaginable to divert and 
^tttafc ptGplep without ^7 ambitiocK eikb to ferve^ 
<»r almfoft any eohcera wiie^er he Xae fo nmoli a^ n 
laogk aHowedtO'his ftdrks, an^ 6rtheF lltan as 1 
htvigh IS an indication that people ar% delighted. 
This, joined mth his torn of dioti^l, tienders: hun 
quke agreeable. I wkh it werd kimy power to coir^ 
eiliate acqaaintatice with half Ms eafe.-*-*Pray do 
not d^sf writing to^ me. Adieu ! 

W. Sheitstowb. 



5fV. ToMr.GRArEs,onfimilarTafteandMatti«er5. 

Dear Sir^ The LdatbweStSepc 23, ij^u 

IW A S rcry agfeea&fy entertained by yo«r la* 
letter, as indeed I am by every one of yotiw. 
It were affedtetion tb except a paragraph of two ew 
acct)oiit of partiafity, where, to fay the truth, th(? 
partiality itfelf pfcafty one. This f am very p6^ 
dve of, tiiar tb have a friend of your temper aiid ta!te 
v/^l always^ give me pfcafurii whether T plttife ^ 
woiid or no? but to pleafc ever fe'much; wirfWttI 
fortie fuch friendftfip, would in aH^ pi*fe«biEty fif* 
nify but little, I ihall, therefore, value arty meam 
tiiat teird to confirm my ojnniow of yotli' eftfeem ft» 
me, preferably to any that ftewme Tawr merely d^ 
fcrving of it. After altditwgh arerylhmced nmth 
D 2 bcr 
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ber oi friends may be fufEcient, an idle perfon (hqutd 
have a large acquaintance ; and I belive I have the 
leaft of any one that ever rambled about fo much as 
I have done. I do not know how it is, but I abfo- 
lutely defpair of ever being introduced into the 
world. It may be objeded by fome (but you will 
not objed it), that I may be acquainted with a fufii- 
cient number of people that are my equals^ if I fwilU 
They may be my equals ^xA fuperiors whom they 
mean, for aught I care ; but their converfation gives 
me no more pleafure than the canking of a goofe, or 
the quacking of a duck, in affluent circumilances : 
rather lefs indeed of the two, becaufe the idea of the 
fat goofe flatters one's appetite j but the human goofe 
is neither fit to be heard nor eaten. I wifh indeed 
to \stJhenjon into good company ; but, if I can at all 
diilinguifh the nature of my inclinations, it is more 
|n hopes o^meeting with a refined converfation, than 
any thing elfe. J do not at all infill tkat my genius 
is better than that of* my vociferous neighbours ; if 
it is different^ it is a fufficient reafon why 1 fhould 
feek fuch companions as fuit it : and whether they 
are found in high or low life, is little to the pur- 
pofe. But you will perhaps difcern the operations 
tXn;anity in all my endeavours ; I will not difagree 
with you, provided you will allow amufement an equal 
(hare in them. It is the vanity to be intimate with 
men of diftmguiihed fenfe^ not of difUnguifhed for- 
tune. And this is a vanity which you fhould not 

difapprove. 
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difapprove, becaufe it will bind me a lading friend 
to you and your family. 

I HAVE been over at ShiiFnail, and> in order to 
make myfelf agreeable, rode a-hunting with Mr.Pitt. 
I confefs I was fomewhat diverted; and my horfe 
was ft) much an enthufiaft, as to be very near running 
headlong into a deep water. I believe, if I were to 
turn fportfman, I Ihould foon break my neck for fear 
the huntfman (hould defpife me. 

I wi L L certainly endeavour to fee you at Birming- 
ham ; but beg you would write me a long letter in the 
mean time; and contrive, if you can, to make it 
look like a packet as your lail did, for the fight 
thereof is exceedingly comfortable. 

Though my wifhes will not fuffer me to believe 
that your eyes are in the danger you reprefent; 
yet^ fuppofing them to be only very weak, I would 
recommend fome mufical inftrument, that is mod 
agreeable to you. I have often looked upon mufic 
as my dernier refort, if I fhould ever difcard the 
world, and turn eremite entirely. Confider what 
other amufement can make an equal impreifion in 
old age. 

I HAVE filled my paper, not without difficulty, 

through the barrennefs of my brain and fituation : 

D 3 my 
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«iy heart ever flows with the moll warm ftreams^ oE 
gratitude and aiFedion for you. Adieu ! 

W. S. 



XVI. To a Friend, expreffing Ms Diiffetisfiiaion at 
die Maimer of Life in which he is engaged. 

Dear Sir, 1741. 

I WONDER I have not hezrd from you lately-* 
v/ you indeed I have from Mr, W — . If you 
could come over, probably, I might go back with 
you for a day or two; for my horfe, I thipk, gets ra- 
ther better, and may, with indulgence, perform fuch 
a journey. I want to advife with you about feveral 
matters : — to have your opinion about a huiUing that 
I ka^e built, and ^bout a journey which I defign to 
Bath; and about numberlds thing9> which, as they, 
are numberlefs, cannot be comprehended in this pa- 
per. I am. 

Your moft afFe^onate friend, 

W. Shbnstone. 

Now I am come home from a viiit^^rery little 
uneafmefs is fufficient to introduce my whole train of 
melancholy confiderations, and to make me utterly 
diflatisfied with the life I now lead, and the life 
which I forefee I fhall lead. I am angry, and envious, 

and 
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and deje£led> and frantic> and difregard all prefent 
things, jufl as becomes |l madnum lo^do. I am in- 
finitely pleafed (thbagh it is a gloomy joy) with the 
application of Dr. Swift's complaint, *5.that.l^e is 
« fdrted to die in a rage, like a poifon^siS rat in a 
^ ^dlt.^ mf'iMh no Witc ftited tb^^e flgu>«'l 
^ti^aiee,^^^ ii liable rdpetb atiunb^llfeifedle:^! C2m- 
itM beatljd fee^^dt^ftAa^ alient&tisd,^»rl<i^ 
1 'chM 'Mttfe «ftd rtfifti fo imwih Mfrh than thcftfe 
A« hiaVt Afem-^Nbtten^ WAi'^i'^e rtife pjfticihtfe bkt 
tht ioMhiAg fyMfjfathy e«'a friehd, Snd fW wBl oiff^ 
ttfrnitiy fafge iritblhhj^ ihieMeh6ly'--^I belfeivt fooh 
I fhafitieat- to tee A^fi^jr. I ii^h^b aH h^i^oM 
kktiidJr,fej^tptWi*«rrt\^. i will hilrfe ttiy Vi^r^ 
brtMijefht iip&h itiy tkUt in m^ ibfewte, sM \kb ^^m 
htthtd av^y ih tAy iWdttct t ^itA nobc&f fhaH fe* 
tt^t fbr Ittort^Vtrbcartttkfjpekrfndicifi^ 
irttdtetrity fbr years tJ6^ethfef, htid gain tio ^dmiA 
As Ml-:G*--^cbhipia*nfed to the (and, I thifik, ybtl 
too, teth ttnjjtfftly,) ** t ifti tii chafiaaer.'**-^! hate in 
ttiy tttnper fome rkkiihttfefs, btit il Ih tiieek^i by witfft 
or rpidts ; fomfe foHdlty, but it h fbftWiM fejr ^nit^ 
toitit efteertl oFleattiing, but it is brdcfe "iti Tipoii by 
Ikiinfefe,imaginatibtt, and wiht bf rtiemory, Src.-^I 
ttnid tetfcon nj) twenty Aiiigs thixMsghbnt iiiy Vvrhold 
cirt«mftan6es wheWin I ^am thus t&ntdlztd. Yotit 
fkYity wiU prrfent Aetti.— Not that dl 1 iky hfere will 
figtiify to ydu i I am only under a fit 6f diflktisfa^on, 
and to grtimblfe does me gt>od-*«K)iily ^xciife mfe, that 
1 ctur6 myfelf at yotir e^Jjence. Adieu ! 

D4 "XVH. To 
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XVII. Tp the fame. 

Dear Su> ?74*t 

X^QU mafl give me leave to complaint)f your lail 
. "* letter^ three parts of which is filled widi nuerc 
apology : I thought we had fome time agreed^ fot 
our mutual emolument^ to lay aiide ceremonies of 
this fpeciesy till I was made Poet-laureat, and yoi^ 
Biihop of Winchefter.— Why Biihop of Winchcller^ 
for God's fake? Why-— becaufe— -he is Prelate of 
the Garter— an order> in all kinds of ceremony fo 
greatly abounding.—^Here I am ilill, triiUng away 
my time, my money, and, I think, my heal^, whicl^ 
I fancy greatly inferior to what it would be in the 
country. Truth is, I do make fhift to vary my days 
a little here ; and, calling to mind the many irkfome 
hours, the ftupid identity, of which I luve been fo of* 
ten lick in the country, I conclude that I am lefs ux* 
happy than I fhall find myfelf at home.— However, 
next month I hope to fee The Leafbwes with an ap- 
petite.— Walks in the park are now delightfully 
pleafant; the company flays in the Mall till ten 
every night. — Mrs. Clive, Mrs. WofHngton, Bar- 
barini, and Mr. Garrick (happy man ! ) are gone 
over to Ireland, to aft there for two months. — Mr. 
Outing, the laft time I faw him, told me how Dr. 
Mackenzie cured him of ever fighting with fcrubs, 
&c. *' I was juft going, fays he, to kick a fellow 

** down 
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f^ down ftairs, when the DoAor ciies ou^ < Mr« Out« 
f ing ! hear our Scotch proverb before you proceed 
»* any farther jr-He that wreflle^ with a t— d, wher 
?« ther he get or lofe the vi6lory, is fure to be 
« ^.^{:^t/ I had great difficulty (continued he) to 
^' contain myfelf till he had finiflied his flory, but I 
•» found it fo pat that it faved the fellow^s necTc." 'I 
wi(h / could cure him as eaiily of thefe Quixotical nar-« 
rations— -I know no foul in town that has any taller 
which occafions me the fpleen frequently* I remem- 
ber W— and I were obfcrving, that no creaturei; 
though ever fb loathfome (as toads^ ferpents^addera^ 
fee), WP^ld be hglf fp hated as ourfelves, if we were 
to give vent to our fpleen* and cenfure affedions fo 
bluntly as (bme people do. I would not venture 
this hinty if I did not believe you experience ^ 
iamCi For my part» people contradid me in things 
I hzve^u^i^, 4n4 am certam of; and I keep iilence 
cv^ ^m £ooJ itiords (hn mots), though it is pain 
and grief to me. I muft give up my knowledge to pre^ 
tiHce^ or vent it w^th diffidence tp fpol$; or there U no 
peace. Tbe/e, tbe/e zx^jufiijiable motives to wifti for 
fbme degree of fame ; that blind people may not bully 
a man that has his eyeiight into their opinion that 
green is red, &c. Deference from fools is no /«i;/- 
4mu ambition : I dare own to you that I ha've this ; 
and I will contend that I have no more haughty one< 
:— This fubjedl I could expatiate upon with pleafure ; 
|)ut I ftop ; a taftelefs fellow has fpoiled my Mall- 
walk 
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wftlk to-night* and occftfiotied you feme tttHiUe iit 
t^e dttll ol>ferv4U0Ds.«^I am 

Yours affeftionateljr, 

W, Smew^tokiv ; 



XVin. To Mr. ^, from The LedTowes. 

Dear Sir, The L<fefc(w«> June T7, t^^t* 

IF a friend of yours who lived ki the fhnheft pM* 
of China were to fend fcm a piifch t^fftmffwfkpt 
op in a iheet of writing-paper, I conceit tbefii^ 
would improve in value as it tmveiled, and pte&9f 
Toor cnriofity extremely by the time it readied*fMtf 
fingers ends.-i-Very tme— yoa wil fiiy :— w!hy the«i 
$bat ijiery ewfiiir^aUm Was my indticemenc to wtiti 
to yon at this time ; and dmt fort of progteffibtiul 
Taioe is what yon are to place upof^ my letter. For; 
be airttred> I am not ignorant how much this Hs^ 
letter dodi refemble a pinch of fnti!F in pomt of fig» 
niiicancy, and that both the one and thet>ther atf 
what ybtt may as well do without«-»My letter it a^ 
follows. 

You mull know, in rainy weather, I always fobAc 
my melancholy with the remembrance <rf Mfimtt 
friends only; you cannot eafily concelife Ae high va- 
lue I place upon their goodqualities at fach a time \ A 

that 
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Oat at this very infhmt I am im^iai to iee you, 
To-morroWf if die fun fhines bright, I (hall onlf 
wi/b for your compaay as for a ^^ ^rrof ^om/. l£ 
70a are unemploy^ when you leare Bath^ I (honld 
thiak;, you ought day ibine time with me this fum* 
mer. Refined fenie is what one is apt to value one's 
felf upon; but really^ onlefs one has a refined foul 
er two to ccmverfe with» it is an inc<mvenience. I 
have ruined my happinefs by converiing with yoa 
and a few more friends ; as FaUUfiT fays to Hal, 
^ Company^ nmtty company, has been the ruin of 
**sacV* Before I knew that pleafure, I was as con* 
tented a« could be in my folitude; and nowy the ab^ 
Jmi of saiertaiameHt is a pofitive pain to me. Lon- 
don has amufed me awhile with diveriions ; but now 
they are pail:, and I have neither any one about 
me that has the leaft delicateffe^ or that 1 can infpire 
with the mmhttioH of halving afiy.^^W^- W— comes 
in a dxrtyjhirf, and an old coat> without a flock, to 
pay me a vifit. He pulled out a pair of fciniars, and, 
giving them an intricate turn over his two thumb^^ 
faid,that be could do that, and I could make a poem ; 
fome for one thing, fome for another : 



4f 



' Erugo mera 



Hie nigrae fuccus loliginis, haec eft 
mera. *." 



• This paffagc, if Berally tranflated, would read thus :— 
This is the juice of a black filh, this is mere rufl ; but in the 
mu^borieaJ meaning of Horace, the fir£t is ufed M £iif^ Cht 
latter as bitter or reproacbfoi words. 
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It "wzis/ptenettc weather r^^.— The man is cnrft who 
Writes verfes, and lives in the country.-** If his cekf- 
/w/part infpires him to converfe with Juno, his ter^ 
reftrial one neceffitates him to ftoop to his landlady ; 
fo that he is in as difagreeable a fituation, as if one 
perfon were to pull him upwards by the beady and 
another downwards by the taiL — Do you never find 
any thing of this ? — I mean, that yonr pride and your 
Jbcial qualities torture you with their different attrac- 
tions ? Indeed one would always give way to the 
laft, but that few are familiarity-proof, few but 
whom it teaches to defpife one. Albeit I am con- 
fcious of the bad influence of freedom myfelf ; yet, 
"whilft it tends to difcovcr wit, humour, and fenie» 
it only renders me more and more 

Your moft obedient friend and fervant^ 

W. Shenstonb, 



XIX. To the fame, with an Invitation to accom-^ 
pany him to Town. 

Dear Sir, The Leafowes, Nov. 25, 1741, 

THE reafon why I write to you fo fuddehly is, that 
I have a propofal to make to you. If you could 
contrive to be in London for about a month from the 
end pf December, I imagine you would fpend it agree- 
ably enough along with me, Mr. Outing, and Mn 
WhifUen According to my calculations, we (hould 

be 
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be a very happy party at a play, coffee-houfe or ta- 
vern. Do not let your fupercilious friends come in 
ttpon yon with their prudential maxims. Confider, 
you are now of the proper age for pleafure, and have 
not^above four or five whimfical years left. You have 
not Struck one bold flroke yet, that I know of. Sad^ 
die your mule, and let us be jogging to the great 
city. I will be anfwerable for amufement.— Let 
me have the pleafure of feeing you in the pit, in a 
laughter as cordial and lingular as your friendfhip. 
Come— let us go forth into the opera- ho ufe; let us 
hear how the eunuch-folk fing. Turn your eye upon 
the lillies and rofes, diamonds and rubies ; the Be- 
lindas and the Sylvias of gay life ! Think upon Mrs, 
Clive's inexpreflible comicalnefs; not to mention 
Hippeiley's joke-abounding phy iiognomy ! Think, I 
fay, new ; for the time cometh when you fhall fay, 
** 1 have no pleafure in them," 

I AM confcious of much merit in bringing about 
the interview betwixt Mr. L and Mr. S— — ; 

but merit, as Sir John Falflaff' fays, is not regarded 
in thefe coiler-monger days. 

Pray now do not write me word that your hufinefs 

will not allow you ten minutes in a fortnight to write 

to me ; an excufe fit for none but a cobler, who has 

ten children dependent upon a waxen thread. 

Adieu ! 

W.S. 



XX. To 
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XX. To the fame, on occafiou of printing The 
School'raiftrefs. 

• Dear Sir, 174X. 

I TRUST you do not pay double poftage fbr my 
levity in inclofing thefe decorations. If I And you' 
«fo> I win not fend you the thatcP d-boufe and the^ 
bijrch-trec, with the fun fetting, and gilding the fccnt? 
— r expeft a carge of franks ; and then for the beair- 
tiful pidure of Lady Gainiborough, and die de** 
formed portrait of my old fchool-dame Sarahr 
Llo)Fd ! whoie houfe is to be feen as thou travefleflf 
towards the native home&f rfiy faithful fervant— but 
flie lleeps with her father*, and is buried with her f5>- 
tiiers— and Thomas her fbn nigneth m her Itead !— — ^ 
I have the firft fheet to correft upon the table, t 
have laid aiide the thoughts of fame a good deal in 
tiiis tm^promifing fcheme ; and fbc them uptw the 
kndflcip which is engraving, the it^ letter which: f 
purpoCe, and the fruit-piece whi^ch ycm fee, being tfiie^ 
moil feemly ornaments of the firfl fi7^>enny paimpHM 
that was ever fo highly honoured. I ihall incur the 
fiuiie reflexion with Ogilby, of havisig nothing gdod 
but my decorations^ 

I HAV0 beenrwfldkkigin tIteMall to-fiight.«<i^THe 
Duke was there, and was highly delighted with^two 

dogs ; 



L K T T B It S. '47 

dog»; aftd flared at me more c n o n no tt fly thaacver 
Dake did before. I do m>t know for what realbm; 
Bileis for tbc fame which mads him admire tte 
§tber pQppy-dogs, becauie xhcf were large ones. 

I XXFECT diat ia yonr neighbourhood, and in 
Warwkkfhire there ihould be about twenty of my 
poems fold. I print it myfelf. I am not fatisiied 
aboat mottoes. That printed is this, *^ O, qua fol 
** hantabues' muitrat ora$> ma^time pnncipum ^ \ It 
muft beihort, on account of the plate. I do not know 
but I may adhere to a very infigniBcant one : 

« En erit ergo 
«^ nie dies^ mUd cum liceat /«fii dicere ladta f I" 

I KhL pleafed with Mynde's engravings ; and I 
can (peak without aifedlation, that fame is not equally 
in my thougbts.-^Onje caution I gave Mr. G-^*, and 
& is what I would give to all my friends with whom 
I wiih my intimacy may continue fo much as I wifh 
it jnay with you. Though I could bear the difregard 
of the town, I could not bear to fee my friends alter 
ti\eir opiinm which they fay they have of what I 

• —— - O firft of Princes, 

Far as tht golden fan warms and enlightens 
InhaUtabk (bores i 

•f i The time may come 

Wbo^ I may be permitted to record 
Thy deeds,— . , 

writ^ 
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write, though millions contradift them. It is an ob^ 
itinacy which/ tzn boaft of, and they that have more 
icnfc may furely iiifift on the liberty of judging for 
themfelves. Ifjou fhonld faulter, I (hould fay you did 
not deferve your capacity to judge for yourfelf. Write 
foon— you never are at a faults--'* tantummodo /«- 
«* cepto opus eft, caetera, res expediet *." Adieu ! 

W.S. 



. XXI r. To the fame, from Town, on the Death of 
Mr. Somervile, &c. 

My good frieftd, I74i» 

OUR old friend Soifiervile is dead 1 I did hot 
imagine I could have been fo forry as I find my- 
felfon thisOccafion— "Sublatumquaerimusf .'^ lean 
now excufe all his foibles ; impute them to age, and 
to diftrefs of circumftances : the laft of thefe confi- 
derations wrings my very foul to think on. For a 
man of high fpirit, confcious of having (at leaft in 
one produftion) generally pleafed the world, to be 
plagued and threatened by wretches that are low in 
every fenfe^ to be forced to drink himfelf into pains 
of the body in order to get rid of the pains of die 
mind; is a mifery which I can well conceive, becanfe 
I may, without vanity, efteem myfelf his eqval in 

* You have but to begm— the reft is eafy* 
+ We feek for him that's gone. . 

point 



^ 
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point of ceconomyy and confequently ought to have 
an eye on his misfortunes: (As you kindly hinted to 
me about twelve o'clock at the Feathers) I ihould 
Retrench ;— I will j but yott ihall not fee toe :^-I 
will not let you know that I took your hint in good 
psirt; I will do it at folitary times> as I may : and 
yet there will be fome difficulty in it ; for whatever 
the ^orid might efteem in poor Somervile, I really 
£nd» upon critical enquiry^ that / loved him for no- 
thing fo much as his flocci-nauci-nihili-pili-£cation 
of money. 

Mr. A-^-^was honourably acquitted: Lord A-^ 
who was prefent, and behaved very infblendy they 
fay, was hiiTed out of court. They proved his ap- 
plication to the carpenter's fon, to get him to fwear 
againft Mr. A-^, though the boy was proved to 
have faid in feveral companies (before he had been 
kept at Lord A— 's houfe) that he was fure the thing 
was accidental. Finally, it is believed he will re- 
cover the title of A— ca. 

The appreheniion of the whores, and the fufFoca- 
tion of four in the round-houfe by the ftufidity of 
the keeper, engrofles the talk of the town.^ The 
faid houfe is re-building every day (for the mob on 
Sunday night demolifhed it), and re-demoliihed 
every night. The Duke of M — gh, J— S— 
his brother. Lord C— > G— , were taken into the 

Vol. IIL £ round- 
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rpund-j^oili^, ai4 «^&pi9d from elfiv«« atk iMght tUl 
i^evea msxt day : I ain. not pp&tive of the J>ukj0 
of M— ^gb ; the Qt)ieF9 ftie ^evCaiiii : 2^ th«; a largis 
number of pcofl? cf dvefirft ft (Won went fro«k th^ 
y<H>nd-houfe to JH Veil's* tf) giv© ia informatiow 
of their uftgea The jaftiee. hiinfelf ft«i»s grea.dy 
feared ; the profeention wUl be carried om with vicn- 
lence> fo a$ prob^ly to hang the beepex, ^d tl^ote 
Uaaeivd. 

Lord Bath's coachman got drunk and tumbh^ 
from his box, and he was forced to borrow Lord Or- 
fc.rd's. Wit^ {^y, xk^t it was but gratitude Sok my 
Lwd Oj^fi>;d'5 cQoicbmiui to. drive my L.oxd Bathr a* 
my Lprd Sath kin^fel/h^ driven. i»y JuCffd Orfor.d* 
Th^stJ^ey. 

X HAVE te^ iQdljioa t)ung^ to telt you^ ttougk 
they aijL ainount to no more, thda that X wUh t» 
pkafe. ypiif and that { am 

Your fincere friend 

wdr hufuWU fe*V«»ti 

t A Mf f4<»f*ith^ ican fey I knew Mj^vSomfiryifer 
whkbi X aai^ tn thaioJc yotkfion 
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XXII. To Mr. (jRAVfis, on Benevolence and 
Friendfliip. 

The LoaibweSa 
I)ear Mr. Graves, Jaa. .19, 17^%.. 

I CANNOT forbear imme^tel^ wridtig to y^Bt 
dMB pleafore your laft Idtter gave me jiutit olit 
^my power to reftiain the overflovdngs of my b^ne^ 
volence. I can eafily condeive t^t, upon ibihe ex*^ 
traordinary inftances of friendftiip, my heart m^ght 
\it fi fort dtten'dru that I could bear any feftriint 
upon my ability to ftiew iriy gfatitude. It is ah ob- 
fervadon I made upon reading to-day's paper, Whicfh 
contains art account of G. KhevefahuUer's fttcteft in 
favour of the Queen of Hungary. To think what 
fublime affeftton muft influence that poor unfortu- 
nate Queen> fhould a faithful and s&ealous General 
levenge .her upon iier .enemies, and reilore ^er 
juined aifiur.s ! 

Had a^rfon:ihewn an eft^em and a^edion ifpr 
me^ joined with any elegance, or without any ele- 
gance, in the fapreaOioHiOf it, I ttiddd luMTe bl;eii in 
acute pain till I had given fomeiign Qfinjr .wiUtftg- 
nefs to ferve him.— From all this, I condode dut I 
have mdre humMhy tlmxi foiiii^'dth^ 

Probably enough I (hall never meet vii|^i 
ger (hare of happinefs than 1 kfiAtf/sejjlgif» If 
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I am thoroughly convincedi my pain is greatly (^ 
perior to my pleafore. That pleafure is not abfo^ 
lutely dependent on the mind, I know from this# 
that I have enjoyed happier fcenes in the company 
of fome friends than I can poflibly at prefent;— but 
alas ! all the time you and I ihall enjoy together* 
abftraded from the rtUt o( our lives, and lumped, 
will not perhaps amount to a folid year and a half# 
How finall a proportion 1 

Pboplb will fay to one that talks thus, ** Would 
« you die?" To fct the cafe upon a right footing, 
they muft take away the hopes of greater happinefs 
In tits life, the fears of greater mifery hereafter^ 
together with the bodily pain of dying, and addref» 
me in a difpofitioh betwixt mirth and melancholy; 
and I could 6afily refolve them. 

I DO not know how t am launched out fo far int^ 
this complaint : it is, perhaps, a Urain of conflitu^ 
tional whining ; the effe£Jt of the wind-^did it come 
from the winds ? to the winds will I deliver it : 

'< Tradam protervb in inare Creticnm, 
« Portarerentis—*" 

I WILL be as happy as my fortune will permit^ 
and make others fo : 

♦ 1 give it to the wanton winds to b«ar 
lato the Cretan fea. 

*' Pone 
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ff Pone me pigris ubi nulla campis 

** u^r^^ aeftiva recreatur aura•^*'• 
I WILL be fo.-^The joke is, that the defcription 
which you gave of that country was, that you had 
few trees about you ; fo that I fhould trick Fortune 
if (he fhould grant my petition implicitly. But, in 
earned^ I intend to come and flay a day or two with 
you next funmier, 

Mr. Whiftler is at Mr. Gofling's, bookfeller, at 
the Mitre and Crown, in Fleet-flreet, and enquired 
much after you in his laft letter to me. He writes 
tp ine ; but I believe his aiFedUon for one weighs 
lefs with him while the town is in the other fcale ; 
though he is very obliging. I do not know whe- 
^er I do right, when I fay I believe we three, that 
is, in folitary circumilances, have an equal idea o£, 
and affedion for^ each other. I fay, fuppoiing each 
to be alone, or in the country, which is nearly the 
fame; for fcenes alter minds as much as the air in« 
fluences bodies. For inftance, when Mr. Whiftler 
is in town, I fuppofe we love him better than he 
does us ; and when we are in town, I fuppofe the 
fame may be faid in regard tp him. 

Th e true burlefque of Spenfer ( whofe charadler- 
iftic is fimplicity) feems to confift in ^JimpU repfe* 

* Place me on land, where not a fingle tree 
Is checr'd by fummer air. 

E 3 fentation 



I 
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fentation of fach things as ene laaghd td Jie or to 
ohjewe one's (elf, rat)ier tkftit in atiy imn^rous con- 
tr^ft belwixt the thoughts and words. I canmot 
help thipking that my added ftaazas have more of 
his jnaiHief than what you faw before, which you 
^e not a judge of till you have re^d it* 

W. S. 



>rXII]. To tke Umt, wiik feme Obfewations oq 
Spenser. 

The LeaibweS], 1 742, 
Deat Sir^ ^^ ^"^l before Chrillmas, 

THOUGH your laft letter feemed ta put my 
correfpondence upon an oftentatious footing, 
namely, an inclination to be witty, yet I aflure you. 
it was not any punftilious coniideration of that kiitd 
that has kept xne fo long iilent. Indeed with fotne 
people on^ would Hand upon the niceft punctilios \ 
for though ceremony be altogether tighter than va- 
nity itfelf, yet it furely weighs as riiuch as the ac- 
<|uaintance of the undeferving. But this is trif^gi 
becaufe it can have no reference to. a perfbn fbr 
whom I have the greateft aflfeftion, 

• In regard to aiy Oxford nfMiffly yon 4id att I couM 
cxpedl. I have wrote fince to Mr. M— , who, ei- 
ther for yoiir fake or mine, WiW, I dare fey, fettle 
them to my fatisfadion, 

I WISH 
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I WISH your journey and head-^ach would have 
permitted you to have been a littk more particular 
concerning the feat of the Mttfes ; but I fuppofe no« 
tliiiig material diilinjg^uifhed your fbrtnight. 

Mr. Whiftler has relapfed at Whitchurch ; but 
purpofed^ when Mail heard from him, to go to 
London before thi$ time. I do not entirely under' 
ftand his fchem6s> but (hottld haVe been fincerely 
glad of his company with m« this winter; and^ hs 
fays, he is not fond of London. — For my part, I 
defigned to go thither the next month, but the fever 
(which 19 chiefly violent in towns) difcoarages me. 

Some time ago, I rdid Spenfer's Fairy Quscn; 
aftd, when I had finiihdd^ thought it a proper time 
to make fome additions and corredtioni in my trifling 
imitation of him, The School-miftrefs.T— His fubjedt 
is certainly bad, and hii action inexpreffifaiy con- 
faied; but there are fome particvdars iti him that 
charm <me. Thole which afford the greateft f<k)pd 
for a ludicrooi imitation hfe hh hmpticitj and ob- 
folete phrafe; and yet thefe are what give one a very 
lingular pleafure in the perufal. The burlefque 
which they occalion is of a quite different kind to 
that of Philips's Shilling, Cotton's Traveftie, Hudi- 
bras, or Swift's works; but I need not tellj^tfir this, 
I inclofe a copy, for your amufement and optiuoil t 

E4 wr"^" 
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which, if franks arc plentiful, you may return, and 
fave me the tedious trouble of writing it over again. 
The other paper was, bonafidey written to divert my 
thoughts from pain, for the fame reafon that I 
fmoaked; adlions equally reputable. 

Mr. Somervile's poem upon hawking, calledj, 
** Field Sports," I fuppofe, is out by this time. It 
was fent to Mr. Lyttelton, to be read to the Prince, 
to whom it was infcribcd. It feems, he is fon4 of 
hawking. 

I HAVE often thought thofe to be the moft envia«> 
blc people whom one leaft envies — I believe, mar- 
ried men are the happieft that are ; but I cannot fay 
I envy them, becaufe they lofe all their merit in the 
eyes of other ladies, 

I BEG fincerely that you would write in a week'9 
time at furtheft, that I may receive your letter here 
if I fliould go from home this winter. I will never 
ufe any thing by way of concluiion, but your old 
Roman 

Farewel ! 

W. Shenstone. 
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XXIV. To the fame, with a Continuation of the 
fame Sobjed. 

Dear Mr. Graves ! June, 1744, 

I AM glad the day you make in Herefordihire 
amofe^ yQu, even though it puts you upon pre-r 
ferring the place you refide at to my own place of 
liefidence. I do not know whether it be from the 
prejudice of hang born at The Leafowes, or froni 
any real beauty in the fituation ; but I would wifh 
no odier, would fome one> by an addition of two 
hundred pounds a year» put it in my power to exr 
hibit my own defign?. It is what I can now do In 
no other inethod than on paper. I live in fuch an 
OQ-ceconomical manner, that I muil not indulge 
myfelf in the plantation of a tree for the future. { 
have glutted myfelf with the extremity of folitude, 
find mail adapt my expences more to fociable life. 
It is on this account that it feems more prudent for 
me to buy a chair while I am in town^ than to carry 
down twelve guineas for the model of the tomb of 
Virgil, an urn, and a fcheme or two more of like 
pature. — I long to have my picture, diftantly ap- 
proaching to a profile (the bell manner I can think 
of to exprefs myfelf,) drawn by Davifon. I have 
fcen your lifter's and think ^t face well done in 
every rcfped ; but am greatly indignant with other 
things of a lefs fixed nature. The cap, though a 
good cap enough, has a vile efFcfl ; the formality of 

ftays. 
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ftays, &c. not agreeable— I do not know if you faw 
die pidure of a Scotch girl there at full length? Mifi 
Graves has the advantange of her's, or any pidure 
there, in her perfon ; but certainly this girl's hair is 
inexpreffibly charming ! there is the genteeleft negli- 
gence in it I ever faw in any pifture :— what follows, 
but that I wifli your fifter would give orders to pufl 
off her cap, and have hair after the manner of this 
jMfturc ? — ^To fpeak abruptly } as it is, I difapprore 
it : were it altered, I (hould like it beyond any I ever 

faw. 1 am glad you are reading Spenfer : though 

his plan is deteflable, and his in'vifttiom lefs wonder* 
ful than moft people imagine, who do not mttch 
confider the obviottfnefsof allegory ; yet, I think, a 
perfon of your difpofition muft take great ddight in 
his /mfiicity, his good-nature, &c« Did yon ob^ 
ferve a (tanza that begins a canto ibmewhere, 

'< Nought is there under heav'n's wide hoUowne^ 
^« That breeds," &c,? 

When I bought him firfl, I read a page or twa 
of the Fairy Queen, and cared not to proceed. Af- 
ter that. Pope's Alley made me confider him Indi- 
croufly ; and in that light, I think, one may read 
him vyith pleafure. I am now (as Ch— mley with — ) 
from trifling and laughing at him, really in love 
with him. I think even the metre pretty (though I 
ihall never ufe it in camell) ; and that the Id! Alex- 
andrine has an extreme majefty.— Does not this Kne 

ftrike 
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ftrSee fovt} (I do not }vMy Femember wkat canto- 
it km) 

^' Bnve tfeougbts and noble deeds did f&grr/forf Jik 

P^apa h hiiky fancy OAlf tKat is enchanted widi 
tli6 fanning of k. Adie» ! 



X2CV. Tot tkfl &me> on tlie Pnbltcation of The 
School-mifbefe. 

DcarMnGrayes! 

IDB]^BND£D a good deal on an immediatv 
aafW^ ffom yon, and am greatly fearfo) you ne- 
ver received a packet of little things which I (ent 
yoa to Oxford, inclosed in a frank ; thos^b, if it ar- 
risked at all, it mwft have arrived fevcral days before* 
yo» left it. 1 befeech youi to fend me a line upon the 
receipt oTthefe, which will free me from much per- 
^^ky, though it is doubtful whether I can defer 
jHy ichemes fo as to make your critici^ of fervice.^ 
I-wcmkl hav« you fend them notwithftanding. 

I c A N NOT help eonfidering myfelf as a fportfman 
(though God knows how poor a one in every fenfe ! ) 
fAd the company as Biy game. They Jfyitffor» 

little 
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little time ; and Xh^n/ettle again. My cue, is to dif- 
charge my piece when I obferve a number together 
This week, they are ftraggling round about then 
pafture, the $own : A? next, they will flock into il 
with violent appetites; and then I difcharge mj 
little pie^e amongfl them.! — I afllire you, I (hall b< 
very eafy about the acquifltion of any fame by duj 
thing ; all I much wifh is, to lofe none : and indeed 
I have fo little to lofe, that this confideration fcarcel^ 
affects me. 

I DARE fay it muft be very incorrcft; for I have 
added eight or ten ftanzas within this fortnight. But 
inaccuracy is more excufable in ludicrous poetry than 
in any other. If it ftrikes anyy it muft be merely people 
of tajie ; for people of ivit without tafte (which com- 
prehends the larger part of the critical tribe) will 
unavoidably defpife it* I have been at fome pains 
to fecure myfelf from A. Philips's misfortune, ol 
mere ibiliijhnefs^ " Little charm of placid mien, &c." 
J have added a ludicrous index, purely tofhew (fools) 
that I am in jeft :— and my motto, *f O qua fol ha? 
^'bitabiles illuftrat oras, maxime principum,'' is 
calculated for the fame purpofe. You cannot con? 
ceive how large the number is of thofe that miftake 
burlefque for the very foolilhnefs it expofes (which 
obfervation I made once at The Rehearfal, at Tom 
Thumb, at Chrononhotonthologos ; all which ^re 
pieces of elegant humour). I have fomq mind to 
purfue this caution further; and ^vertife it, *^ The 

♦* School- 
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*« School-miftrefSf &€•*' A very childifo performance 
every body knows (novorum more *.J But if a perfon 
ferioofly calls this^ or father burlefque, a childifh or 
low fpecies of poetry, he fays wrong; for the moft 
regular and formal poetry may be called trifling, 
fbllyi and weaknefs, in Cdmparifon of what is writ- 
ten with a more manly fpirit in ridicule of it,^— I have 
been plagued to death about the ill execution of my 
deiigns.— Nothing is certain in London, but ejc<* 
pence, which I can ill bear. Believe me, tilldeatb, 

Voiirs, flncerely and particularly, 

W. Shenstonb* 



XXVI. To the fame ; with a humorous Defcripdoti 
of his Conduct in regard to Form and Equipage* 

Dear Sir, The Leafowes, Nov. 1741. 

PRESUMING you may be at Tiffington by this 
time, I write to folicit a defcription of the feveral 
adventures, accidents, and phasnomena, that have 
amufed you in your travels ; and will equally affe6b 
%ie as they relate to you. Above all things, be par- 
ocular in regard to your calculations refpefling Mic* 
kleton. I would have certainly met you there, as 
' you defired me : there is no company I am fonder 

* After the manner of new ones. 

of 
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:Qf than ytrai's a&d ywxr filter's; and no fiteic^ at 
iifbidi I have fpent mere ftgreeAi;>le lieurs !th4n Mi<^ 
jdctoa. But your Ibrdthor lias4oft one ofhis rac0ni- 
jnendations in my eye; t^t isi his irrtgulatity iii 
Jioi£e-keq)ing. He Jnas feyefal left "which -aiie M- 
£cicnt to preferve my utmoft e^eetti ; but that wds 
A jewel indeed! I love to g;o Where ihereds nothing 
^uok JDOVe in form than myieif. I have no objeC- 
^n to viitt ydtrngi .un/ettUd peopk^ with <a inounedB- 
bank's incmififtency in jny equipage. Eot whe» a 
confiderable family keeps up its forms (as marriage 
requires), I fhould riot care to appear with an hired 
hoi<fe, and ft ^dncho for my valet. The cafe is, I 
could live in a way genteel enough, and uniformly 
To ; but fhen I mull forego megrims, whims, toys, 
and fofordi. No w^ .though it gives me.pain,^fiia^- 
timesi not to appear .of a piece; yet that infrequent 
pain is not a balance for the fubftantial happinefs 
which I -find in an urn# a feal, a fnuff-bo}^ ^ en- 
graving, or a buft. Ambition, too, ^ it putsjapiei 
upon wiihing to make a figure, makes me \txf jfi- 
diiFerent.as to making a common every-day-gentle- 
jnanly figure ;andifaves me from appearing folicitoiis 
about .the « res mediocniter fplendidse," by raifing 
toy imagination higher, I pour put my vanity .to 
you in-catara£is ; .but I hope yourwill rather cpnfider 
.it. as a imfk of my confidence, .and^ c^onfeq^ently, 
tny fincere efteem and affedlion r for, I take it, the 
former fekbm fobfifis ;v^ithout «the.ktter. And as 

to 
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to what t faid about my love of flattery, I hope^ you 
wiU not conftnie it as any J^nt.; neither, if I am 
tfighx, would yott be fo ungenerous as to comply 
vkh me, I fincerely think that flattery amongft 
foes ia abfolutely defirable: amongft one's commtm 
atfmgiHtmnc$, a behaviour rather incUuini to it; hue 
woLOog^frieJuls^ ita confequences are of too danger- 
ous a nature. 

I A M fo unhappy in my wintery, unvilited flate^ 
that I can almofl fay with Dido, " taedet coeli con- 
•* vexa tueri •." I am miferable, to think that I 
have not thought enough to amufe me. I walk a 
day together, and have no idea but what comes in 
at my eyes. I long for fome fubjed about the fize 
of Philips's Cyder, to fettle heartily about ; fome- 
tiwig that I could enrich by epifodes drawn from 
the Bnglifl^ hiicory ; Stonehenge has fome of the ad- 
irantages I like j but feems a dead, Kfelcfs title. If 
yoa chance to think of a fubjeft which you da not 
chooiie to adorn yourfi^ fend it me to ^writs upm. 

I SHALL be vaftly defirous to fee you. here in 
^pringi and am in hopes Whiftler will ftay a nionch 

* Th« v«ry light o€ bftav'n grows- wearifome. 

ilddilbn Uaoa.% ta baye- had IMdo'ft iUuatdoQ- befow hiiOf 
Irhoce he makes Gato eaRlaun, 

Thbi day-Ushe and thi» fan grow painftil to me. 

with 
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with me. I have fent an imperious letter abbdt 
his dilatory correipondence^— <-He mentioned you in 
his lafl letter; was going to Oxford; thence t6 
London: where, if he ftays till February, I may (et 
him. I hope you will write the very next poft i 
you cannot oblige me or pleafe me more than by fo 
doing ; if you think I deferve to be pleafed, or am 
worth obliging. Adieu i 

W. S* 



XXVII. To the fame, from Town ; with a Speci-* 
men of Plays ind Politics^ 

From Mr. Shuck.burgh's> 

Bookfeller, in Fleet- 

ftreet, your Brother's 

Dear Mr. Graves, Lodgings; about 1743. 

I HAVE juft been fpending my evening at a cof-* 
fee-houfe; and, notwithftanding the confufed 
cffed of liquor, am fitting down to write to a perfon 
of the cleareft head I know. The truth is, I write 
to pleafe my/elf, which I can do no other way fo cf^ 
feftually ; upon which account, you are not obliged 
to me for the ad'vances I make in correfpondence* 
Extraordinary things will be expeded from my Jitu- 
Ation ; but extraordinary things ought never to be 
expefted from me. I keep no political company, nor 

dejin 
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defire any, as, I believe, you know. If you enquire 
after the ftage,— I have not feen Garrick ; but, more 
fortunately for you, your brother ifas. Me nothing 
has fo much tranfported as young Gibber's exhibition 
of Parolles, in Shakefpear's '« All's <well that ends 
nuell,** The charadler is admirably written by the 
author ; and, I fancy, I can difcover a great num- 
ber of hints which it has afforded to Congreve 
in his BluiF. I am apt to think a perfon, after he 
is twelve years old, laughs annually lefs and lefs : 
lefs heartily, however; which is much the fame^ 
I think Gibber elicited from me as fincere a laugh 
as 1 can ever recolledl. Nothing, fure, can be com- 
parable to his reprefentation of Parolles in his buUy- 
charadier ; except the figure he makes as a fhabby 
gentleman. In his firft drefs he is tawdry, as you 
may imagine : in the lafl, he wears a ruily black 
coat, a black flock, a black wig with a Ramillie, a 
pair of black gloves; and a face 1— which caufes five 
minutes laughter.— rinftead of politics, I have 
tranfcribed thefe epigrams from the Evening Poft— 
though I hate tranfcrilnng : 

" TheGHoiCE, to Sir Robert -i— — . 

*' When oppofition againft power prevailed j 
« When artful eloquence and bribery failM ; 
" l^imely you quit the fhip you could not fteer^ 
'* Difdain the commons, and afcend a peer : 

Vol. IIL F " Gonfcious 
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«• Confcious th::t you dcfcne to hhed ot/wingj 
•* You chufc ihc axe as nobler than the ftring." 

" The Oppomtion, 

" With huge Ant»us as Alcides ftrovc, 
«* The fon of Neptune one, and one of Jo\'e, 
«• Oft as he threw tlic giant on the ground, 
"His hrnglh redoubled by the fall he found. 
" Til' unwieldy monller, fprung of mother £arth> 
" From her liad vigour, as from her he'd birth ; 
" Enrag'd the liero a new method tries ; 
«« High lifts in air, and, as he mounts, he dies,'* 

I THINK the laR a good thought ; the firft not 
a bad one, and what I have had in my head a 
thoufand times. I faw Mr. Fitzherbert at Nando's, 
but chofe not to reconnoitre him there, though to 
aflc after you, I propofe waiting on him at hi» 
lodgings for the fame end. Pray write foon to- 
me. I wi(h I could fay more to dcferve it from: 
you— I would fain deviate from the common road 
in every letter I fend you ; but am fo very uniform- 
ly your friend, that I cannot vary my manner of ,. 
cxpreffing how much I am fo, which is all my letters 
aim at. Adieu I I 

W. Shenstone. \ 
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3CXVI1I. To the fame, with various Schemes of 
Compofition, 

Dear Mr. Graves, Feb. 1743.' 

YOU fay it is no way unpleafing to you to re- 
ceive my letters ; if you fay the thing that is 
not, the fault, like others, produces its own punifh- 
ment. — You are now my only correfpondent. I do 
not know what reafon Whiftler has for not caring 
to write, unlefs he thinks that we ought not to 
trouble ourfelves about one another ; but bend our 
whoAe endeavours to mend our fortunes; though 
I do not kno^M his imaginations. I was afraid, after 
\v^at I had faid concerning famens/s in my laft, that 
you would inteipret it to your own difadvantage ; 
hut was too lazy to write my letter agdn, trufting 
that I could deny the extent of my compl^nt to any 
one befides myfelf in fome future letter. There is 
as much variety in your genius, as fortune can Intro* 
dace into your circumflances. 

Some time next week, do I purpofe to fet oujt for 
London. The reafons for my going at ^11 do Rarefy 
preponderate. I cannot, confcientkujly^ print any 
thing. I have two or three little matters in hand : 
none diat 1 am greatly ftnd of, much lefs th^t are 
at ai!l mature. One is, that you have feen, tlnpygti 
in in mortal ftatc, " Flattery, or the fatal Exotic;** 
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fo very quotidian and copious a fubje£l, that I dif* 
like it entirely. Another, " Elegies in Hammond^s 
" Metre," but upon real and natural fubjefts : this 
I have objeftions to. A third, " An EfTay on Re- 
•*ferve;"the fubjedl genteel, I think, but fcarce 
ten lines finiflied. A fourth, " An EfTay, in blank 
" Verfe, on Oeconomy, with Advice to Poets on 
** that Head, concluding with a ludicrous Defcrip- 
" tion of a Poet's Apartment." I think it were 
better to annex that poem thus, to prevent its claih- 
ing, like an earthen pot, againll Philips's filver vafe, 
though his humour lies chiefly in the language. My 
favourite fcheme is a poem, in blank verfe, upoa 
Rural Elegance, including cafcades, temples, grotto^ 
hermitages^ green-houfes, which introduces my fa.- 
vourite epifode of the Spanilh lady (you will won- 
der honVi but I think ivell) to clofe the ^^ book* 
The next, running upon planting, &c. will end 
with a vifta terminated by an old abbey, which in- 
troduces an epifode concerning the elFeA of Romifli 
power, interdids, &c. in imitation of Lucretiiii*s 
" Plague of Athens," taken from Thucydides, Vir» 
gil*s Murrain, and Ovid's Pcflilence, &c. The two 
epifodes in great forwardnefs ;— batj alas ! I do not 
like formal didaftic poetry, and ihall never be able 
to finifh aught but the epifodes, I doubt * unlefi I 
allow myfelf to treat the reft in my own manner^ 
traniienti} — as Camilla (kimmed over the wheat- 
ilubble. 

I HAT» 
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I HAVE altered this ballad, you fee; I doubt, not 
to your mind: but fend your criticifms, and I will 
be all obedience. From London I will fend you 
mine on your more important poem ; your critique 
will be important upon my fdly affair; mine filly, 
I am afraid, upon your momentous one — ^but you 
do not think it momentous as you ought. Dircd 
to Nando's. I am 

Your moft fincere and affedlionate friend 

and humble fervant, 

W. S. 



I QUESTION whether I fhould be more unhappy 
in any mere mechanical employment, for inftance, 
making nails (which feems to deal as much in re- 
petition as any trade), than I am in great part of my 
time when my head is unfit for fludy.r-My neigh- 
bour is gone to London^ and has left me a legacy 
of franks ; fo I fhall be able to return yonr pioem« 
&c. at leafl by parcels. I i|:renuoufIy purpose to be 
there (or to fet out) next week ^ but^ as I am I 
at prefent^ I think you ought to p^y i 
to the 'viT inertia, at leafl to the c en trig 
matter^ and dire£i to The Leafowes ( 
with your opinion concerning the vari 
in the trifle I inclofe, writbg the iirft^ 
well can. Once more adieu ! 

Feb, i6, 1743- 
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XXIX. To the fame. 

Deaf Mr. Gttvts, 1743. 

Dfe. Swift wotild not have fcrupled to print your 
parody with his name to it. Why fhould yoii, 
kuithout your naihfe ? I had a violent inclination to 
print it in a large folio, four leaves, price four- 
pence: but I dare not do it, for ftae ydu fhould 
think it of evil importance with regard to the clergy. 
You excel me infinitely in a way in which I take 
moil pleafure ; odd pidurefque defcription. Send 
me word whether I fhall print it or no— -and that 
right foon. — I have lingered in town till flow, and 
did not receive your letter till this morning.— I dd 
Hot know whether I fhall fend you With this letfcl- a 
little thing which t wrote in kA afternoofl, &tad. With 
proper demands of being coftcealed a& the ailth6r,'feii 
for two guineas. Next time I am ih town, I Witt 
get money like a haberdaflier. I will ^mufe myfdl* 
with fihding out the people's weak fide, imd ft) fbf ^ 
hifh them vAxhJuitahk Honfenfe.^ Would h&VeyOtt 
do the fame.— Make your wit bear yOur ctiSifglfiS. lA- 
deed, as to the little parody you htA, it W6idd Af 
your l-eputatibn with men oFfenfe as rtiiith iaaf (gtettS^ ' 
ly more than) the whole teditrtis tha^aftw- off i 
Adams. I read it halFa year ago; thfc wttk I 
I came to town : but made Mr. Shuckbtirgiit 
again, imagining it altogether a vety Uttkfi ; 
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formance.— I liked a tenth part pretty well; but, 
as Dryden lays of Horace (unjuftly), lie (hews his 
^eth without laughmg: the gretiter part is ttmatuuJ 
and unhumorous. It has ibme xidvocates ; but I ob- 
ferve, thofe not fuch as I ever efleemed tafters. 
l«'inally> what makes jou endearvour to like it P 

Mr printer was preparing his bill for The Schoiol- 
jmftreTs^ when I flopped him fhort, widi a hint to 
1^ to Dodiley^ who has not yet reckoned with mk 
for Hercules. Let the dead bury their dead. Tytm 
Young's Complaint is the befl thing that has come 
out this (eafon (thefe twenty years. Pope lays) ex- 
cept mine, for fo thinks every author, who does not 
think proper to fay fo : Poor Pope's hiflory in Gib- 
ber's Letter, and the print of him upon the Mount 
of Love (the coarfefi is mofl humorous )y muft fiirely 
mortify him. Your fifler does me great honour to 
think my hint any thing ; but I am quite zealous 
in my approbation of that Scotch lady's hair. I 
will ever aim at oddnefs for the future; it is cheaper 
to follow tafte than fafhion, and whoever he be that 
devotes himfelf to tafte will be odd of courfe. — You 
fend me the verfes on Lord Hay : they were hacked 
about town three months ago, and I faw them. 
Tiie town is certainly the icene &r a man of curio- 
fity.-i-^I do not purpofe to be long away ; but I muft 
think of retrenching.-^I have ten thoufand things 
to tell you, but \ have not room.. Such peofsle as 
F 4 '^e 
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we fhould meet as regularly to compare notes as 
tradefmen do to fettle accdunts, but oftener; there 

' is no good comes of long reckonings ;— I Ihall for- 
get half-T-I think it fhould be four days in a fort- 

•night-i— it would not do ;-^-it would make one mindful 
of, and confequently more uneafy on account oft 
abfence. Every one gets pofts, preferments, but my- 
felf.— Nothing but my ambition can fet me on a 
footing with them, and make me eafy. Come then, 

■lordly pride; &c. The devil thought with me in 
Milton, 

^ All is not loft, th' unconquerable will, 
** And ftudy never to fubmit or yield." 

I HAVE been in new companies; but I fee no rea-r 
fon to contradidl my affertion, that I find none I like 
iquaJly mxkyou* Adieu ! 

W. Shenstone. 



XXX. To Mr. J A GO, from London. 

Dear friend, 1 743. 

I SHALL fend you but a very few lines, being 
fo much indifpofed with a cold, that I can fcarce 
tell how to C0|ine6l a fentence, I am juft got into 
lodgings at a ^goldfmith's— a dangerous fituation, 

you 
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rou will fay, for me ; " A6tum eft, ilicet, periifti !'^ 
^ot fo ;— for of late I have not fo violent a tafte for 
9}rs as I have had; and I can look even on fnaiF 
oxes ** oculo irretorto." 

London is really dangerous at this time; the 
ick-pockets, formerly content with vrgtc^ fiithmg^ 
lake no fcruple to knock people down with blud- 
eons in Fleet-ftreet and the Strand, and that at no 
Iter hour than eight o'clock at night : but in the 
iazzas, Covent-garden, they come in large bodies, 
rmed with couteaus, and attack whole parties, fo 
lat the danger of coming out of the play-houfes is 
fibme weight in the oppofite fcale, when I am dif- 
ofed to go to them oftener than I ought.^— There 

a poem of this feafon, called, " The Pleafures of 
Imagination^" worth your reading; but it is. an 
cpeniive quarto ; if it comes out in a lefs ilze, I will 
ring it home with me. Mr. Pope (as Mr. Outing, 
ho has been with Lord Bolingbroke, informs me) \i 
:the point of death. — My Lord Carteret faid yef- 
irday in the houfe, " That the French and Spaniards 
had adually faUy they would attempt a fecond 
invafion.'* — There is a new play aded at Drury- 
ane, " Mahomet," tranllated from the French of 
oltaire ; but I have no great opinion of the fub- 
dl, or the original author as a poet ; and my diffi- 
;nce is rather improved by the teftimony of thofe 
ho have feen it.— I lodge between the two cofFee- 

houfes. 
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houfes> George's and Nando*s, fo that I partake of 
the expenfivenefs of both, as heretofore. I have no 
acqaaintance in town> and but (lender inducement 
to flay ; and yet, probably, I fhali loiter here for % 
month. 

. T-^ H«^ was knighted againft his will, and had 
a demand made upon him for an hundred ponnds 
licfore he could get out of St. James's ; fo ibon are 
felt die xnconvenkncies of grandeur ! — ^He came out 
pf the court in a vioknt rage, ** G— d \ Jack» what 
^ dofl tiiink ? — I am knighted ! — die deril of a 
** knight^ e'faith 1" I believe he was fincere in his 
di%iift; for there had been two barge'-mafters knight-^ 
ed in hit neighbourhood fome time before. 

I SAW, coming up. Lady Fane*s grotto, wiuch, 
they fay, coft her five thoufand pounds; about three 
times as much as her hou/l- is worth. It is a very 
beautifd difpoiition of the fineft coUedtion of (hells 
I ever faw-*-Mr. Powis's woods, which are finer.— 
Mean time, if I had three hundred pounds to lay out 
about The Leafowes, I could bring my ambition to 
peaceable terms. I am, dear Sir, with all affedion, 
yours and Mrs. Jago's. 

W. Shenstone. 

Write foon. It is this moment reported that 
?c^ is dead. 

XXXr. To 
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XXXI. Toihefom*. 

Dear Sir> ly^j* 

I LONG he«irtil}r to tftlk ov^ ftfikitswlth yott 
tfnt-a-eete; but am an utter eneiny to Uie fadgve 
of tranfcribing what might pafs weH enough hi con- 
verfation. — I fhall fay nothing more concerning my 
departiire from L — , than that it Was necelTary, 
and therefore exfcufabk.-— I have been fince with a 
gentleman upon the borders of Wales^ Blihop'a 
Ca^e« from whence I made a digrefHon one day be-^ 
yond OfFa's Dyke : faw mountains which converted 
all that I ha^ feen into mole-hills; and houfes which 
changed The Leafowe^ into Hampton-Court: where 
they talk of a glazed window a« a piece of magu- 
ficence; and where their highcft idea of his Majeftjr 
is, that he can ride in fuch a coach as 'Squire Jonei 
or 'Squire Pryce's. The woman of the inn, at one 
place, faid, ** Glafs (in ivindofvrs) was very gen- 
*' teeU that it was ; bnt ihe Could not affbni fmji 
<* finery-" 

Y(itj agrte with the reft of the married woiid in a 
propenfity to make profdiytes. This inclination in 
ibme people gives one a kind of dread of the matter. 
They are ill-natured, and can Only wifh one in their 
own ftate becaufe they are unhappy ; like per fens 
that have the plague, who, they fay, are ever defir- 
pus to propagate the infcdion. I make a contrary 

conclufion 
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conclafion whenyou commend marriage, as you feem 
to do, when you wifh Miis «— may reconcile me 
to more than the name of wife. I know not what you 
have heard of my amour : probably more than I can 
thoroughly confirm to you. And what if I fhould 
iky to you, that marriage was not once the fubjeft 
of our converfation ? 

■■ " Nee conjugis unquam 

*f Praetendi taedas, aut haec in foedera veni •." 

Do not you think every thing in nature ftrangely 
improved finc« you were married, from the tea-table 
to the ijuarming'pan f 

I WANT to fee Mrs. Jago's hand-writing, tihat I 
may judge of her temper; but flie muft write fome- 
ihing in my praife. Pray fee you to it, in yo%r next 
letter, •' 

I covLD parodize my Lord Carteret's lejtter from 
I>ettingen, if I had it by me. ^ Mrs. Arnold (^thanks 
** be praifed !) has this day gained a very conbider- 
•* able vidory. The fcold lafted two hours. jMrs. 
^ S— e was pofted in the hall, and Mrs. Arnold ^apon 
** the ftair-cafe; which fuperiority of ground wis of 
** no finall fervice to her in the engagement. The 
^ fire lafted the whole fpace, without intermiffion ; 



• Nor once proposed the theme 



Of nuptiaa rites, nor for that purpofe came. 

"at 
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^* at the clofe of which, the enemy was routed, and 
«* Mrs. Arnold kept the field," 

Did you hear the fong to the tune of" The 
"Cuckow?" 

*« The Baron flood behind a tree, 

•* In woeful plight, for nought heard he 

** But Cannon, Cannon, &c. 
«* O Word of fear ! 
** Unpleafing to a German ear," 

The notes that fall upon the word " Cannon," ex- 
prefs the found with its echo admirably. 

I SEND you my pailoral elegy (or ballad, if you 
think that name more proper), on condition that 
you return it with ample remarks in your next let- 
ter : I fay ** return it," becaufe I have no other 
copy, and am too indolent to take one. Adieu ! 

W.S. 



XXXII. To 
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XXXII. To Mr. Graves, defcribing his Skuadoif, 
and State of Health, &c. 

Dear Mr. Graves, The Lcafowes.' 

TO-MORROW morning I fet out for Chel- 
tenham, to make trial of the waters there. I 
fhall, perhaps, add to this letter at feveral ftages, 
and conclude it at the place to which I am going; 
fo that, like thofe fprings, you may, perhaps, find 
it impregnated with the nature of all thofe places 
through which it palTes; perhaps quite the con- 
trary, 

— , if I miftake not the man, is an encourager 
«>f works of taftc, &c. though I am going to in- 
fiance this oddly : he was a hearty ftickler for my 
poem upon Hercules at Bath, as D. Jago fent mc 
word. Perhaps it was complaifance to Mr, Lyttel- 
ton, with whom, Charles, &c. he is intimate, if, as 
I faid before, I do not miftake the perfon. I flatter 
inyfelf, I do not ; and I hope that we two fhall ever 
find the fame perfons, or the fame kind of perfons, 
eur friends> and alfo our enemies. 

If I get over this ill habit of body, depend upon 
it, I ivill have a re^uerend care of my health, as Sir 
John FalftafF advifes the Chief Juftice. I folve all 
the tompell$ that difturb my conftitution into ov/W; 
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t plagues me, firft, in the fhape of a bad appetite, 
hen indigeiiiony then lownefs of fpirits and a flux 
rf pale water, and at night by watchings, reftlefs- 
lefs, twitchings of my nerves, or a fleep more dif- 
radled than the moft adive date of watchfulncfs, 
{at I think purging leflens all thefe fymptoms, and 
! traft my fcheme that I am entering upon is right. 

I WAS on Monday at Hagley, to wait on Mr. 
Ijyttelton, who was gone to Sir John Aftlcy*s, to fee 
lis grand edifice.— As to Mrs. Lyttelton, if her af^ 
Fability is not artificial, I mean, if it does not owe 
ts original (as it ought to do its management) to art, 
[ cannot conceive a perfon more amiable ;— buty^ 
VDci degance cannot be feigned: to exhibit them, ii 
to harve them. 

How is my fong fct ? Mifs Carrington procured 
it diat favour ; but I have never feen a copy, nor 
knew of its being to be printed. Howard has fet 
another of mine, which I received laft poft : but 
Itty harpfichord is out of order, and I have found n<> 
one yet to explain the hieroglyphics which convey 
h. You may probably find it in fome future num- 
fccr of liie Britifti Orpheus. *« By the fide of % 
"Hream, &:c." 

I AM in as good fpirits this inftant as ever I was 
ia my life: only ** Mens turbidum laetatur." My 

head 
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head is a little confufed ; but I often think ferioufly# 
that I ought to have the moft ardent and praSiicei 
gratitude (as the Methodiils choofe to exprefs them- 
felves) for the advantages that I have : which, though 
not eminently Ihining, are fuch, to fpeak the truth, 
as fuit my particular humour, and confequently 
deferve all kind of acknowledgment. If a poet 
fliould addrefs himfelf to God Almighty, with the 
moftearneft thanks for his goodnefs in allotting him 
an eftate that was over-run with fhrubs, thickets, 
and coppices, variegated with barren rocks and pre- 
cipices, or floated three parts in four with lakes 
and marihes, rather than fuch an equal and fertile 
ipot as the " fons of men" delight in ; to my ap- 
prehenfion, he would be guilty of no abfurdity.— 
But of this I have compofed a kind of prayer, and 
intend to write a little fpeculation on the fubjeA; 
this kind of gratitude I afTuredly ought to hav^ 
and have. For my health, if one refleds, a coun- 
try-fellow's dock of it would be unfit for ibUtade; 
would difpofe one rather to bodily feats, and, what 
FalftaiF calls in Poins, gambol faculties, than mentd 
contemplations ; and would give one that kind of 
pain which fprings from impatience* My cpnititil^ 
tion was given me originally goodj and wiidrrcgaxd 
to it now (as G. Barnwell fays) " Whatam li'f— 
What « / have made my/elf:^ Or, to fpcak wilk 
Milton, I J, ; 
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<* Him after all dlTputes 
" Forc'd I abfolve : all my evaiions vain, 
** And reaibnings, tho' thro* mazes, only lead 
** But to my own convidion. Firft and laft 
<* On me, me only, as the fource and fpring 
« Of all corruption, all the blame lights due." 

Though this u but vulgarly exprcflei in Milton 
neither. 

J A GO has been here this laft week, and I drove 
him to Dudley CafUe, which I long to (hew you : 
I never faw it (fince I was the fize of my pen) be- 
fore : it has great romantic beauty, though perhaps 
Derbyihirc may render it of fmall note in your 
eye. 

One is tempted to addrefs the K— as Harry the 
Eighth does hb wife, mutatis mutamais : 

** Go thy ways, George 1 
«' Whoe'er he be that fliall afiert he has 
<< A bcUer king, let him in nongfat be tnified 
« For faying faUe in that •• 

I HATE a nund to write an ode in prtife of liiii|» 
and in rivalihip of Gibber.'— Mine fboold be of the 
ballad ftyle and iSuniliarity, as expreSitg the {emi- 
ments of a perfi» returning from % diilike ts 1 
thorough apprahsd^Q of him^ whici} imoi, ic pn^ 

Vol. IIL ^ ^^^ % feat;. 
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ient, the fenfe of the nation.— But herein I am not 
in eameft.— 

Mr pen has run on a whole pa^ at random. It 
amufes me to encourage it, and fo I will try to get 
a frank. 

I A M this moment arrived at Cheltef^am, after 
an expenfive and fatiguing journey. I called yefter- 
day at Mickleton ; faw the portico, and fnapped up 
a bit of mutton at your brother's ; drank a difh of 
tea with Mifs S — ; and^ In oppofition to the ftrongeft 
remonftrances, perfifted in an endeavour to reach 
Cheltenham after five o'clock. The confequencc 
was, that, about ten, I found myfelf travelling back 
again towards Stowe; and had undoubtedly wander* 
ed all night in the dark, had I not been fortunately 
met by a waggoner's fervant, who brought me back 
to the word inn but one I ever lay at, being his 
maller's.-«^ere I am : which is all I fhall fay in this 
letter. 

Adieu! 

W.S. 
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XXXIII. To Mr. Jago, on the faxde« 

Thfi LeaSox^m, Siturdtf , 
Dear Mr. Jago» July the 9Ch, 174^ 

[T is not a contrived apology, or an excofe, which 
I am going to ofFer for the difappointments I 
ave given yon. I have aftuaSy been Ao moth oat 
f order ever fince I wrote to you, nay, ever fince 
firmed a defign of a Sunday, expedition to L ■ ■ S 
bat it never has been in my power to execute my 
itentions. My vertigo has not ytt taken away my 
mfes: God knows how foon it may do; but my 
erves are in fuch a condition, that I can fcarce gel 
wink of even di/ordered refl for whole nights toge^^ 
ler. May you never know the mifery of fnck 
iToluntary vigils 1 I ride every day almoft to h,^ 
igae ; which only tends to make my want of deep 
lore JenfihUy and not in the lead: to remove it. I 
fivejpirits all day, good ones; though my head il 
iz«y, and I never enterprise any ftudy of greater 
ibtlety than a news-paper. I cannot fay the joomey 

) L would be at all firmidabU to me ; for I 

ide about fifteen miles, as I compute it, every day 
efore dinner. But the nights from home would 
e infupportable to me. I have fatigued Mrs. Arn- 
old's afliduity to the injury of her health ; by oc- 
ifioning her to fit in my room a'nights, light my 
andle, put it ont again, make me perfpiracory 
G 2 whey^i^ 
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wheys, and (lops ; and am amufed by the moil fitly 
animadveriions fhe is capable of making. I nevei* 
knew her ufefulnefs till now ; but I nonxj prefer her 
to a// of berftation. If I get over this diforder, con- 
cerning which I have bad apprehenfiohs> you may 
depend upon feeing me the firft Sunday I dare ven<' 
ture forth. I hope jr0« continue mending. The b«i- 
neiit of rising is not only univerfah and would cure 
me too> could I but make one previous advance to* 
wards health. Have you tried cold-bathing ? Per'- 
haps it may not fuit your cafe. I wifh I had not 
dropt it. I take my fludiuation of nerves to be 
caufed> as that of the fea is^ by wind ; which I am 
continually pumping up, and yet find it flill renew* 
«d. When I am jufl finking to fleep, a fudden 
Iwitchof my nerves calls me back again—to watch* 
fulnefs and vexation ! I confider myfelf as in the 
Aate of the phiiofopher> who held a bullet betwixt 
his finger and thumbs which, whenever he was about 
to nod* was ordered fo as to fall into a large brafs 
pan, and wake hinH-that he might purfue his lucu* 
brations. 

J WILL mention one circum^ance regarding the 
weaknefs of my nerves ^— and not my fpirits, for 
I told you thofe were tolerable :-*-the leaft noife that 
is, even the falling of a £re-fhovel upon the floor> 
if it happen unexpeftedly, fhocks my whole frame ; 
and I adlttsdly believe that a gun fired behind my 

back. 
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back, unawares, amidft the llillnefs of the night, 
would go near to kill me with its noife. 

I AM jiiii: going to bed; and dare not be any more 
attentive, as I hope to dofe my eyes for a minuta. 
So fare you well ! 

It is now fix o'clock in the morning, and I have 
had about £ve hours middling fleep ; which encou- 
rages me greatly : fo I will hop$ to be able to fee 
you next Sunday fevennight. 

What think you of the battle? Are not you 
lb much in love with our King that you could find 
in your heart to ferve him in any profitable poft he 
might affign you ? . 

. pAPT. L M is wounded in the thigh. 

When I ride in my chair round my neighbour- 
hood, I am as much flared and wondered at, as a 
giant would be that fhould walk through Pall-mall. 
My vehicle is at haft as uncommon hereabouts as a 
blazing comet. My chief pleafure lies in finding out 
a thoufand roads, and delightful little haunts near 
home, which I never dreamt of: egregious folitudes, 
and moil incomparable bye-lanes ; where I can as 
efFeftually lofe myfelf within a mile of home, as if I 
were benighted in the defarts of Arabia. Adieu 1 

G3 XXXIV. To 
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XXXIV. To Mr, G% avis, written in Hay-Hanrdb 

Dear Mr. Graves, July 3» »743' 

I DID not part from you without a grea/ ie^d of 
melancholy. To think of the Jhtrt duration of 
thofe interviews which are the objeds of one's conti- 
nual wifhes, has been a reflexion that has plagued 
mt of old ! I am fure I returned home with it dien, 
Biore aggravated, as I fbrefaw myfelf returning to 
the fame feries of melancholy hours from which you 
had a while relieved me, and which I \izA particularly 
fuffered under all this laft fpring ! I wifh to God^ 
you might happen to be fettled not far from me : 
a day's journey diftance, however ; I mean an eafy 
one. But the odds are infinitely againft me. I 
muft only rely for my happinefs on the hopes of a 
never-ccafing correfpondence. 

Soon after yon were gone, I received my packet. 
The hiftory of Worccfterfhire is mere ftuff. T.-«« 
I am fo fond o^ that, I believe, I (hall have his part 
of the collodion bound over again, neatly and iepa« 
lately. But fure Hammond has no right to the leaft 
iwvinti<ve merit, as the pTeface>-writer woidd infi* 
nxiate. I do not think there is a fingle thought, of 
any eminence, that is not literally traiUlated. I an 
aibnifiied he could content himftif with being fi^ 
little an origiiud. 
^ Mr. 



V. 
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Ml. Lyttelton and his lady are at Hagley. A 
malignant caterpillar has demolifhed the beauty of 
all our large oaks. Mine are fecured by their lit- 
tlenefs. But, I guefs, the park fufFers; a large. wood 
near me being a mere winter-piece for nakednefs. 

At prefcnt, I give myfelf up to riding and thought* 
leiTnefs ; being rcfolved to make trial oi their efficacy 
towards a tolerable degree of health and fpirits. 
I wiih I had you for my direftor. I (hould pmceed 
with great confidence of fuccefs; though I am 
brought very low by two or three fits of a fever 
fince 1 faw you. Had I written to you in the midfl 
of my difpirited condition, as I was going, you would 
have had a more tender and una£Fe£led letter than 
I can write at another time ; what I think, perhaps, 
at all times : but what ficknefs can alone elicit from 
a temper fearful of whining. 

S u R E L y the ** nunc formofiifimus annus * " is to be 
limited to hay-harveil, I could give my reafons : but 
you will imagine them to be, the adlivity of country 
people in a pleafing employment ; the full verdure 
of Ae fummer ; the prime of pinks, woodbines, jaf- 
mines, &c. I am old; very old; for hw things 
give me (b much mechanical pleaftire as lolling on 
a bank in the very heat of the fun, 

** When the old come forth to play 
*' On a fun-fhinc holiday-*'* 

• Now the moft beauteous of tlie year. 

G4 And 
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The pen I write with is the nioft difagreeabfe of 
pens! But I have Httle elfe to fay; only tkk-^ 
that our good friend Jack Dohnan h dead at Al« 
dridge» his &ther'i benefice, 

I BIG, if you have leifure« yoa would ineloie me 
in a frank die following fongs, with the notes: 
•* Stella and Flavia," " Gcnde Jeffy/' •* Sylvia, 
^ wilt thou wafle thy prime ?" and any other that b 
new. I fhould be glad of that number of the Britifli 
Orpheus which has my fong in it, if it does not coft 
above fix-pence. Make my compliments to your 
brother and filler ; and believe me, in the coomioii 
jGbrms, but in no common degree. 

Dear Mr. Graves's 

Moft affedionate friend and fervani. 

The Leafowcs, W. 5he NSTON«. 

Nov. 9th, 1743. 

Do write out the whole ballad of *' The Boron flood 
^« behind a tree.'* 
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XXXVI. Tothcfamcon the Receipt of a Prefent 
of Prints, 

Dear Sir, The Leafowcs, Dec. »3, 1743. 

^LT O U maf reafonably have expeded a letter be* 
'*' fore now, either as an acknowledgment for 
joar genteel prefent* or at leaft by way of informa- 
tion that I had received it. The prints have given 
me a pieafore, which, however confiderable, would 
loon have iangaiihed, if I had bought them at a 
fliop; bat which is now bnilt upon the efteem I 
}iave fi>rthe giver, and cannot have atnore durable 
lbaadaQon.p-^ As for the reft, I am mod pleafed with 
the view of Matlock, and (hall have no peace of 
mind till I have feen the original. I have been gild« 
ing the frames, and wifhing all the while for your 
pompaay* 

I wx LL alter the ballad acconfing to your advice; 
dividing it into three parts, and adding a ftanza or 
two to the ihorteft, fome time or other. I have had 
DO opportunity of trying the tunes. *' Amo's vale" 
has pretty words, and recommends itfelf to one's 
imagination by the probability that it was written 
op a real occafion*-the fimilitude of rhimes in the 
clofe inexcufable. For all that has been the fubjeft 
©f my letter hitherto, as the country people fay, I 
can but thank you, and I do very fincfxel/t though 
as to the fongs i will re-pfty yon. 

I HATE 
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I HAVE your poem by me, which I have read 
often with the greateft plcafure. I have many ob« 
fcrvations to make ; and only defer the communica- 
tion till I know whether you have a copy at Tif- 
iington to turn to. I think the moft polite and/uit' 
#^/r title to it would run thus: " The Villa, a Poem; 
«* containing a Sketch of the prefent Tafte in Rural 
«* Embelliftiments, written in 1 740." Your preface 
has a pretty thought towards the clofe; otherwife it 
on no account to be admitted. Pardon my hecr 
dom ; but, I think, there is no manner of occafion 
for a preface; and thofe ftrokes, which I know to be 
real modefty iayouy the world will undoubtedly im- 
pute to affedbtion.— If you give me encouragement, 
I will be very minute in my criticifms, allowing yoi^ 
to rejed ten to one that you admit of. 

Whistler is gone to Briilol, and has bilked me. 
—I faid he is gone; but, I believe, he is only upon, 
going— I linger at home, in hopes of gleaning up a 
little health, and through a dread of being ill in a 
place where I can be Idfs attended on.— •! can conti-^ 
nually^W out fomething in my preceding diet tkat^ 
I tJbinA, diforders me; fo that I am conftantly in hopef 
of growing well :— but, perhaps, I never fhall : 

«' Optima quacque dies miferis mortallbus aevi 
^ Frima fugit, fubeimt morbi — . — • " 

♦ Our brigbteft days (ah miferable men ?) 
Pafs firil^M-difeafe fiicceeclsy && 

When 
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When I was a fchool-boyj I never knew there 
^as ttfpf fucb thing as perfpiration ; and now, half 
my time is taken up in coniidering the immediate 
connexion betwixt that and health, and endeavour- 
ing to promote it. 

Mr. Lyttelton has built a kind of alcove in his 
park> infcribed, ** sedes contemplationis V* 
Hiiar his hermitage. Under the aforefaid infcription 
is "OMNIA VANiTAsf :" — the fides ornamented 
with iheep^ bones, jaws, fculls, &c. feiloon-wife. In 
^ niche over it^ an owL 

As to fchemes, I have none with regard to the 
world, women» or books. And I hate, and have de-> 
ferred writing to you (for fome days) for that reafon. 
I am fick of exhibiting fo much famenefs :— I am 
conftantly poring over fome Claffic, which I con- 
fider as one of Idlenefs's better fhapes. But 1 am 
impatient to be doing fomething that may tend to 
better my fituation in fome refped or other. It i» 
sncouragement can alone infpire one. 

■■ — " Multa & prxclara minantem 
•« Vivere nee reSie, ntc/ua'viter J" 

• The feat of contemplation. 

f All is vanity. 

J While threat'ning many and exalted fchemes. 

Nor fweetnefs nor propriety dire^ 

My mode of life. 

expreir<p 
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•xprefies the whole of me. Thus my epiftles per- 
fevere in the plaintive ftyle ; and I qnefticm whether 
the fight of them does not» ere now, give ^ron the 
vapours. I have had an old aunt that vifits me fome* 
timeSf whofe converfation is the perfed counterpart 
of them. She (hall fetch a long-winded figh with 
Dr. Yoong for a wager ; though I fee his Sufpiria 
are not yet £niihed. He has rtlapftd into ^ Night 
•* the Fifth." I take his cafe to be wind'm a great 
meafure, and would advife him to take rhubarb in 
powder» with a little nutmeg grated amongft it> as 
I do. 

DiAR Mn G— •> write down to me; and believe 
ae to be invartably> 

Your moft fincere 

and obliged friend> &c. 

W. Sheitstonb* 



XXXVII. To the fame» with Obfervations <» Hf« 

pocrify, &c. 

Dear Sir, 1743* . 

XT^OU muft kncfw, my laft letter to you was 

'* written before I received yours from Tiffing- 

ton ; and I (hould take ihame upon myfelf for not 

anfwering it, were I not fumiflied with thi» excufe— 

that 
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that I waited for a frank for you.—^There are but few 
things I have ta fay to you, and fuch a^ are not wortli 
tranforibing ; yet» as onr diftance from one another 
requires it, I witt fcrawl them over at negligently 
as I can, to let you fee I lay no llrefs upon them. 
A good excufe for lazinefs I you will fay : and lazy 
cnoagh I am, God knows !«— I believe, any one who 
knows me thoroughly will think, that there never 
was fo great an inconiiilence as there is betwixt my 
words (in my poem) and my a£tions.«-This is what 
Che world calls hypocrify, and is determined to look 
upon with picuUar averfion. Bat, I diink, the hy- 
pocrite is zhulf'goo^ charader. A man certainly, 
cottfidering the force of precedent, deferves fome 
pratfe who keeps up appearances; and is, no doub^ 
as much to be commended for talking better than he 
a£b, Is he k to be blamed for ading worfe than he 
taytkl So mach for cafuiflry. I would feem, yott 
mnft know, to have fome meritorious views in talk^ 
tng 'virtuoufly ; bat who does not know that every 
one who writes poetry looks diredkly with his face 
towards praife, and whatever elfe his eye takes in 
is viewed obliquely ? Praife, as I faid to foible<con« 
feffing W-— , is the defired, the noted, and the ade<^ 
quate rewai:d of poetry ; in which fort he that re* 
wards me. Heaven reward him, as Sir John Palftaff 
fays. There is fomething very vain in repeating 
9nf own fayings; bat I conld not confcientioufly 
life a joke to you which I had ufed in another let* 

ter 
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tcr without owning it.— In fhort, it is nece^ary tt 
have fome tarthly aim in view; the next world, 
whether it be in reality near or far off, is always 
feen at a diftance. All that the generality of young 
people can do is, to adt conjtftently imth their ex- 
pectations there. Now, though fame> frc. be obvi- 
oufly enough in the eye of reafon dilTatisfadtory ; 
yet it is proper enough to fufFer one's felf to be de- 
luded with the hopes of it, that is, it is proper to 
cherifh fome worldly hopes, that one may avoid im- 
patience, fpleen, and one fort of Jejpair : I mean 
that of having no hopes here, becaufe one fees no- 
thing here that deferves them. If I were in your 
cafe, I would make all the efforts I was able towards 
being a Bifhop. That fhould be my earthly aim ; 
not but I would ad with fo much indifference as to 
bear all difappointment unconcernedly — as, I dare 
fay, you will— There is but one paffion that I put 
upon an equally (prightly footing with ambition* 
and that is love ; whichi as it regularly tends to ma- 
trimony, requires certain favours from fortune and 
circumftance to render it proper to indulge in.— ^By 
this time you think me crazed — ^as it often happens 
to me to doubt, ^r/0«^, whether I am not : but if 
it be the ** mentis gratiflimus error," I do not mind* 
You are very obliging to endeavour to continue my 
madnefs and vanity.— I fhould be as glad to fee Mr* 
Graves your brother as any ooc I know : I live ina 
manner wherein he would find many things to ex* 
ci:cife his good-nature. 

Pamela 
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Pamela would have made one good volume; 
and I wonder the author, who has fome mce natural 
ftrokes, fhould not have fenfe enough to fee that-* 
I beg you will collect all the hints, &c. of your own^ 
or others, that you think may tend to the improve- 
ment of my poem, againft winter ; that you would 
mention any fiat lines, &c. Write me word fome 
time ere you come over ; but write to me imme-* 
diately. I am. 

Yours faithfully, 

W. Shenstoni* 



XXXVIII. To a friend, with a Parody. 

The Leafowes, 
Dear Sir^ March x, i743-f' 

YOU are upon very gooJ terms widi me, and 
haw been all along. I gueiTed die caufes of 
your itlence, and have been ilncerely (onry for them; 
not however that I did not believe you were more 
happy than any one in the world who is neither a 
bver nor a poet^ though not able to turn himfelf for 
money-bags.— I am really going to London; and 
am about the porchafe of an elegant pair of piilola 
from Birmingham. I indulge myfelf in this expenc^ 
becaufe they fhall ferve in two capacitiati one while 
Vol. UI. H te 
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^ i;iimUh my ckair, asu)dier while my horfc. And 
fixme time next week you will probaHy fee your c^d 
friend oo korfe-back> irmed at all points, and tl 
very a knig^ to zjlapfearance as any body. 



f WiU! they/ffjf tbs Owl «M;Af a ^m^if^J Daugb- 
^ itr* *€tu Anows <wbat otu \s, hut one does not kmovi 
*f ^what Mtf s H A L L ^f ." Ophelia in Hanilet, 

But I digrefs. If I juft call to fee you, God for- 
bid that I fhould be burthenfome to you. I will 
fend my horfes to H— , and lodge there, or fome- 
where. But I am perfeftly impatient to unbofom 
my foul to you, and to fee Mrs. J ago, whom I 
fhould have mentioned firft. Wcdnefday or Tuef- 
day indeed feems the moft likely day.— Though I 
am not fure ; nor do you confine yourfelf. 

TooR Marriet ! / too am emaciated ; but I hope, 
by flicans of fome warm weather, to acquire plus 
it'emhwifoint. I defign to call upon him, and kei^ 
him in eeuntenanee. 

Mir ballad, in ^e midft of yenr hurryy mufl aj^ 
psar as ridicoleus «s Oinna the poet does, when 
he ^fffOin nothing but 4eatli (hatl reftrain him lirom 
addreQiAg Bf^tas ^nd Cafius (and thftt the night 
before the haale) ^i^rith twa doggvel veffe6«-«and 
thdie the wqi^ I iiavie'ever raad; and^faat makes the 

. iimiic 
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fimite die more juft. It is now a good deal mctamor- 
phofed. Your parody is prodigioofly droit, the fiHt 
line delights me ! I think I conld fumifii Mrt. 
K— *- with as good mottoes, and as cheap, thoogh 
I fay it, as any-body; but alas! — Did I fend 
you the following parody cm* no, before ? I beHeve 
not. Le twila ! 

« When firft. Philander, firft I came 
•' Where Avon rolls his winding ftream, 
** The nymphs — how brilk ! the fwains— how gay I 
« To fee Afteria, Queen of May !— — 
** The parfons round, her prdfes fang ! 
** The fteeples with her praifes rung !— 
'^ I thought— no fight, that e'er was ieen, 
" Could match the fight of Barel*s-green !— 

"But now fince old Eugenh dy'd— 
« The chief of poets, and the pnde-* 
** Now, meaner bards in vain afpire 
** To raife their voice, to tune their lyre ! 
"* Their lovely feafon, now, is 0''eff ! 
** Thy notes, Florelic^ pleafe no more !— • 
" No more Afteria*s imiles are feen !■ ■ -* 
« Adieu I— .th« fweets of BarclVgfcea I——** 

It is a kind of extempore, fo eKufe iU-^Yo« }mx% 
ffen the fong of hK^% Vale. 



Ha Xam 
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. I AM taking part of my fann upon my hands^ to 
iee if I can fucceed as a farmer ; — ^but I am afraid I 
am under the fentence^ '< And« behold, whatfoevex" 
'< he taketh in hand, it (hall net profper.'* 

My good friend, I fincerely confide, that, how-' 
ever we may be feparated, no time (hall extenuate 
our mutual friendihip. I am 

Your zealous, unferviceable friend, 

W.Shenstonb* 



JCXXIX. To Mr. Graves, on Social Happinefs. 

About 1745. 
Dear Mr. Graves, 

THERE is not a fyllable you tell me concerning 
yourfelf in your laft letter, but what applied 
to me is moft literally true< I am fenfible of the 
daily progrefs I make towards iniignificancy, and 
it will not be many years before yon fee me arrived 
at the ne plus ultra, I believe it is abfolutely im-* 
poffible for me to acquire a confiderable degree of 
knowledge, though I can underfland things well 
enough at the time I read them. I remember a 
preacher at St. Mary's (I think it was Mr. E— ) 
made a notable difUnfUon betwixt apprehenfion and 

comprehenfion* 



LETTERS. 101 

tomfrehenfion* If there be a real difference, pro- 
bably it may find a place in the explication of my 
genius. I envy you a good general infight into the 
writings of the learned. I mufl aim at nothing 
higher than a well-concealed ignorance.— »I was 
thinking, upon reading your letter, nvhen it was that 
you and Mr. Whiftler and I went out of the road of 
happinefs. It certainly was where we firft deviated 
from the turnpike-road of life. Wives, children, 
alliances, vifits, &c. are neceiTary objedks of our fo- 
cial pafiions ; and whether or no we can, through 
particular circumilances, be happy 'with, I think it 
plain enough that it is not poiTible to be happy luitJlf* 
oat them. All attachments to inanimate beauties^ 
to curiofities, and ornaments, fatiate us prefently.-— 
The fanciful tribe has the difad vantage to be natu- 
rally prone to err in the choice of lafting pleafures : 
and when o\r paifions have habitually wandered, 
it is too diiitC^t to reduce them into their proper 
channels* When this is the cafe, nothing but the 
change or variety of amufements (lands any chance 
to make us eafy, and it is not long ere the whole 
fpecies is exhaufted. I agree with you entirely in 
the necefiity of ^ficiable life in order to be happy. 
I do not think it much a paradox, that any com- 
pany is better than now* I think it obvious enough 
as to the prefent hour ; and as to any future influ- 
ence, folitude has exceeding favage efFedls on our 
difpofitions.— I have wrote out my elegy : I lay no 
H 3 manner 
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manntroi ixt& but upon the piety of ic-p-Woold it 
BOt Ve a food kind of motfei^ applied to a perfoii 
jroa know, that might be taken frtm wbat is (aid of 
OpMs'vOLHMiUet, 

«* I tefl diee, fuddefs priefl ! 
^ A mimilring angel ihall Ophelia be 
« When thou art howlmg*'* 

I HAVE amufed myfelf often with this fpecies of 
writing fince you fawr me ; partly to divert my prCi* 
fent impatieMce, and partly as it will be a pidare of 
moft that pafr?s in my mind ; a portrait which/ri/«i^ 
may value* —-I ihould be glad of your proEle : if yoa 
kaye objedUons, I drop my reqaeit-^I fhould be 
heartily glad if you would come and live with ttt, 
£>r any fpace of time that you could find conveni<« 
ent. But I will depend on your comiiofg o^^f with 
Mr. Whiiller in the fpring. X may p^ifibly take a 
jaunt towards you ere long ; the road would fumiih 
me out fome viiits ; and, by the tinie I reached you* 
perhaps* afford me a kind of climax of happinefs* 
If I do not* I ihall perhaps be a little time at 
Bath. I do not fpeak of this lad as a fcheme from 
which I entertain great expe4tations of pleafure. 
It is long fiflce I have coniidered myfelf as undam. 
The woorld will not perhaps coniider me in that 
lijht entiitly, tall I have married my maid* Adieu ! 

XL. To 
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XL. To th€ fatte, With ObfeiVJllidiis 6ft lire Rd* 
bellion, and its ptobable Cortfeqtittietfj; 

The Le^owes, 
Dear Mr. Graves, t^ov. 12,1:^45, 

MY life, for aught I fee^ will pafs aWay juft 
as it ifoj done, withoot Ifitrodacifig fuftcient 
improvement into my circumftances to givea chear- 
ful caft to my correfpondence. In one refpe^, ki 
regard to my inviolable frietrdfliip for you, 1 hop* 
you will hear with fome fatii^fedHon that I tonfinue 
IHll the fame. And this kind of identity, I thftfk, I 
could promife you, thougli every citcumftance irvmy 
fortune, every particle of my body, were chstnged; 
and others, ever fo heterogeneous, fubftittrted iti 
their place. After this, it would be no compliment 
to fay, that the fretended heir td thefe kingdoms 
could not alter it, were he to fubvert the Britifh con* 
ftitution ; which mull, out of a!! doubt, be the con- 
fcquence of his fuccefs. The rebeffion, ycm may 
guefs, is the fubjedl of all converfation. Evei^y in- 
dividual nailer here takes in a news-paper (a more 
freghant one by far than any of the London ones)-, 
and talks as familiarly of kin^s and princes as ever 
Matter Shallow did of John of Gaunt, Indeed it 
is no bad thing that they do fo ; for I cannot con- 
ceive that the people want fo much to be convinced 
by fermons of the abfurdities oi popery, as they do by 
H ^ neiAjs^ 
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news'paptrs that // may pojjibly prevail. The rea- 
fons and argument9 too in favour of the prefent Gf Or 
vernment are (o ftrong and ohfious^ that even I» 
and every country *fquire, and every country clerk, 
and Sam Shaw the taylor, feem to be a$ much 
maders of them as the Bifhops themfelves. I muft 
not fay we' could exprefs them fo politely .-^I like 
Seeker's the belt of any fermon on this occafion. 
He gives his audience a view of fuch evil confe- 
quences from a change, as no man of fenfe can 
poffibly doubt o( when fairly dated : and, I own, 
I cannot fee one (ingle good it could produce, in 
compenfation for its inevitable and abundant mi/" 
cbiefj.^^l have read Dr. Sherlock's fermon on this 
occafion : and I have read Mr. Warburton's ; and> 
at your requefl, I will read his Legation. 

I HAVE often thoughts of a jaunt as far as your 
country this winter. Some kind of pilgrimage I 
mud make to avoid a lethargy.— Public places I 
want to vifit a little, to peep at and renew my idea 
of the ^worhTs vanity ; but either Bath or London 
would deep me fo far in poverty, that I fhould not 
probably emerge before the middle of next fummer. 
I have fpent this lail fummer agreeably enough with 
fomc of my young relations, Mr. Dolman's children. 
They have an excellent tafte for their years.— 
I have been upon feveral jaunts with the fon to 
Litchfield, Worcefier, Mr. Fletcher's, &c. amufing 

him. 
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liim^ what I could« utider the lofs of his father. 
Mifs W— F— aiked very eameflly after you. Two 
of the Mers have been with me at The Leafowe^ 
and upon feyeral parties of pleafure in my chains- 
Broom is difpofed of— I do not underiland upon 
what inducement.— After all, I am miferable;— 
confcious to myfelf that I am too little felfifh ; that 
I ought now or never to aim at fome addition 
to my fortune ; and tliat I make large advances to- 
wards the common cataftrophe of better poets, po* 
verty.— I never can attend enough to fome twelve- 
penny matter, on which a great deal depends.— -My 
amour, fo far as I indulge it, gives me fome pleaiiire^ 
and no pain in the world.— -I have read Spenfer, 
once again : and I have added full as much more to 
my Scbool'miftrefs, in regard to number of lines yftmt" 
thing in point of /odZ/^r (or manner rather) ivhicb 
does not difpleafe me. I would be glad if Mr. . - 
were, upon your requeft, to give his opinion of par- 
tiodars, for two reafons; as you fay he has fome 
taiie for this kind of writing, and as he is my ene- 
jsy, and would> therefore, find out its deficiencies, 

I HAVE a reafon, of a moft whimfical kind, why 
I would wifh you to preferve this letter. Pray write 
ibon, and believe me moft afFedtionately 

Your friend and humble fervant, 

W. Shenstone. 

XLI. To 
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XLI. To the fame, with Remarks on the Zxtctt" 
tion and Behaviour of the Lords iUhnamock and 
Balmerino. 

Dear Mr. Graves, 1746* ineunte anno. 

I BELIE VE it is impoffible for me to difagrce 
with you on any other fcore, than the fcanty 
pittances you allot me of your company ; and, if I 
have difclofed any fymptoms of refentment on that 
account, you will, perhaps, overlook them, out of 
regard to the motive from which they proceeded^Mt 
I diank you for your perufal of that trivial poem. 
If I were going to print it, I fhould give way to yov 
j^marks implicit^, and would not dare to do other-* 
wife. But fo long as I keep it in manufcript^ yea 
will pardon my filly prejudices, if I chufe to read 
ftnd fhew it with the addition of mofl: of my new 
fbrn^as. I own, I have a fondnefs for fevend, ims^ 
gining them to be mon in Spenfer's way, yet more 
independent on the antique phrafe, than any part of 
the poem ; and, on that account, I cannot yet pre- 
vail on myfelf to banifh tbem entirely ; but were I 
to print, I ihould (with^/v^ reludance) give way to 
your fentiments (which I know are juf):), namely, 
that they render the work too difFufe and fiimfy, and 
feem rather excrefcences than eflential parts of it. 

But 



\ 
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Ivt of diefe thlAgs I fay no more no\vr. I pur* 
{Afe Aaying a month with Mr. Whi(Uer,in Decern* 
bftr; if it fttits him; and th€n I hope I flial] have i, 
great deal of your company. Let me hear fome- 
thing in your next of your tismeftic affairs, I beg 
yoa would not make any grand deciiion, without 
giving me fome previous information. I efleem this 
as dae to the friendfhip I have fo long profeifed for 
yoil, and from the friendlhip you have fo long pro- 
lefied for me. 

I Look upon the death of the two Lords ad equally 
decent upon their refpeftive principles. Lord Kil- 
mamock> I fuppofe, joined the rebels through a view 
of bettering his circumflances, confcious to himfelf 
that he was guilty of a crime the moment he did (b. 
This is agreeable to his fpeech before the Lords, 
and to that melancholy which he difcovered upon 
tiie fcaffbld. Death, aggravated by guilt, would fit 
heavier upon him than upon the other, even fup- 
pofing him to have had the fame refolution. Bal- 
merino's life was quite unie, and his death equal to 
the charadler he aimed at. We are to obferve, that 
he meant to fufFer as a Friend to the Stewarts, a Sol- 
dier, and a Scotfman. The firft he manifefted when 
he came out of the Tower, by his reply of " God 
** fave King J— -s ;'* the fecond, by his drefs, and 
Bomberlefs oftentations of intrepidity ; the laft, by 
his plsud night-cap. Did you hear the ftory of his 

fending 
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fending a mefTige to Lord Kilmarnock ? ** That ho 
*' had been pradtifing how to lie upon the block; 
*' and had found out» the eafied way of receiving 
'< the blow was, to bite his tongue hard : or even if 
«< he bit it off* it was no matter, they fhould have 
«* no further ufe for it." Hb behaviour feems 
to have wanted coolnefs, or elfe to equal that of 
Adrian, Cato, Sir T. More, &c. or any of thofe he- 
roes who had fpirit enough to make an oflentation 
of their unconcern. I had, from the printed accounts 
of their behaviour, an idea of their perfons, cxaftly 
conformable to the defcription I read afterwards in 
your paper;— but enough— you fend me fterling 
matters of fa£^, and I return you tinfel obfervations. 
— -I thank you for accenting Crdmertie and Balme? 
rino i I learnt Culloden from you before, 

I HAVE had little company fince I faw yon.— y 
One day indeed I was furprized by a vifit from Mr. 
Thomfon^ Author of the Seafons.— -Mr. Lyttelton 
introduced him.**I have not room to tell you all 
that pafTed.— -They.praifed my place extravagantly ; 
..propofed alterations, &c. Thomf<in was ytry &- 
cetious> and very complaifant; invited me to his 
houfe at Richmond. There were many things (aid 
worth telling, but not ivrtting to you.— This hap 
been a fummer that I have fpent more/ocu^lfy than 
any one thefe three years. lexpedagooddealnuiv 
company this week;^ the next;» and the week afterw^ 

Lwif 
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Lady Luxborough talks of coming, and I believe 
w//.— The vifit would bring my little walks mto 
repute.—- When will the time come, that I Ihall en- 
joy your company here a month uninterrupted? 
DearSir^ 

Yours moft faithfully, 

W. Shenstone, 



XLII. To the fame, with a new Theory of Political 
Principles. 

Deir Mr, Graves, 

IH AV E lately rcceWed a letter from Mr. Whlft- 
ler, which convep your compUments to me, 
ind, by fo doingj prompts me to acktiowiedge the 
teceipt of your \aR kind letter I obferFe you ad* 
kere firifUy tothe apoftolicalpnecept of being " fwift 
*tD^^r, flow zo/^i^k;^* the latter part of which, I 
would lain conclude, you underftand too literally. 

You& neighbour, I fee, is not a little embarraiTcd 
widi his mills at Whitchurch, I have long had an 
9fi uptm his advertifement in the London Evening 
'hStf iml been not a little fcandalized thereat. 
WEat has the name of a poet to do wilh the pub* 
icidoD of lands and tenements I or the idea of 
Jkaasmj mxh the mi£9 of a water-mUl I yet has 

he 
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latlve. Nor would I approve or condemn by this 
any one fet of people now exifting. Nor would I 
kave you pretend to fifti out my party from any 
diing I have faid ; for I am of none.— The letter 
I fent you laft was occafionaly and when I fee you I 
will tell you the occafion. I abfolutely agree mth 
you in t,vtrf tittle of your political obfervations— 
I am glad I do; for I know the poifonous nature of 
party; and though we are neither violent, yet I 
fiiould fear it. My fchemes are doubtful at prefen^ 
but my face is fet towards Bath— I am confident 
of the fervice thofe waters would do me. — I hope 
you will exhilarate me with a letter foon. — I would 
fain have furnifhed out a letter to amufe you after 
i^ long a iilence, but I find myfelf unable ; even 
ms unable as I am to exprefs the regard with which 
I am 

Yours, 

The Leafowes> W. She n^stone. 

April 6, 1746. 



XLIII. Continuation of the fame. 

The Leafowesy 
Dear Mr. Graves, May i r, 1746. 

THOUGH I feel an irrefiftible propenfity to 
write to you this very poft, yet I cannot fay that 
I am abk to advance any thing tending either to your 

own 
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own or my fatisfadtion.— What is worfl of all is^ I 
cannot fix the time of feeing you with fo much pre- 
cifion as I would always endeavour where my plea- 
fure is fo much concerned.— I will tell you the whole 
affair— I have for a long feafon purpofed to drink 
the Bath waters this fpring ; and <//</ think of fetting 
out in a week's time, when I received your letter, 
purpofing to ftay there a month ; and from thence 
take a circuit which ihould indulge me in a fight of 
you, Mr, Whiftler, and fome few others, in my way 
home. The latter part of this fcheme (though far 
the more agreeable to me) was rather doubtful and 
precarious; depending (as you exprefs it) on the ftate 
of my finances after a month's continuance at Bath; 
which I confidered, and do confider, as a very pro- 
bable means of bettering my conllitution. Now I 
covet to fee you fo much, that I would bring nothing 
but health in competition.— What I wi(h is, that you 
could with convenience, either hajien or dele^ your 
journey, that you might find me before mine, or after 
my return, though I ihould infinitely, and for many 
reafons, prefer the former. I long to talk with you 
particularly now. I have much to fay in regard to 
our friend's amour, to which you alluded in your laft. 
I requeft it as a favour of you, that you would con-, 
jure him, by the friendfhip I have ever borne him, 
and by any efleem which he has ever profefled fbr 
me, that he would do nothing very material in the 
affiair till I have talked it over and given him my 
faithful fentiments, *^ quod cenfet amiculus." 
Vol. IIL I I am 
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I A M not willing the balance fhould turn entirely 
on die whrg fide : I would give it a greater equili- 
brium, if the fbltewing fuggeftion might efFeft it. 
Torres, I faid, have great, and fometimcs partial 
af^dions fbr the ferfm of a king.— We will fuppofe 
the fcings are alternately good and bad : their loyal- 
ty to the good one is commendable ; their partiality 
to the bad one not to be vindicated. Whigs have 
if^paffion, «ff gratitude, towards the good prince: 
there they are wrong. They are fevere upon tiie bad 
one, in which they are juftifiable. I wifli I had not 
Begun thefe wholefafe diftindtions, this miferable 
l^eciraen of my pofiticj. I pratcft againll all cpifto- 
Ifcry difputes. I am now ettibarraffed in one, on 
much fuch anodier fcore, which fills up all my let- 
ter; for I love the laft word, like a fcold or a child* 
—I thank you fbr your litde anecdotes from time 
ite^ time : you may depend upon it, that I have 
never heard any thing before', for I never do hear 
attiy thing.— -I am one very thankftil letter in debt 
ta your neighbour Whiftler. I have at prefent no- 
tfting but the propenfity'o£ 3. good correfpondent ; but 
r will write foon. In the mean time, if you fee 
him', a(k him if he goes to Bath or Btiftol this fea- 
fbn:— -I beg you would write to me dire^ly ivhen 
you can come, and how I may regulate my motions 
fo a6 to be beft affured'of feeing you.— Pray do 
not iteglea a poll. I am 

Yours moft entirely, 

W.S. 

XLIV. Ta 



LETTERS. IIS 



XLIV. To the fame, on the Mixture of Pleafure 
and Pain. 

The Leafowfis, 
Dear Mr. Graves, June the laft, 1747. 

IT is now, I believe, near half a year fince I had 
the fevouT of a letter from you. When I wrotfe 
laft, 1 difcovered a more than ordinary folicitude for 
tne immediate aiifwer. It pazzles me to account fbt 
ybnr unufual filence, otherwife than upon fuppolition 
bf fome offence you have taken : and it puzzles me 
ks riiuch tb guefs by what behaviour of mine I have 
been fo unhappy as to give you that offence. 

I A M vain enough to imagine that the little merit 
I have, deferves fomewhat more regard thin I have 
met with from the world. Be that as it will, the dif- 
appointment 1 muft undergo, by any appearance of 
negleft from the friends I value, would more eiFec* 
tually diipirit me than any other whatfoever. 

I HAVE publifhed my defign of tifiting you, and 
Mr. Whiifler in Oxfordfhire, to all the world. A 
thoufand incidents have hitherto interfered with it, 
which I will not now recount. But when I look 
back upon the regular fucceffion of them, it looks 
as if Dcftiny had fome hand in detaining me. The 
moil vigorous of my hopes dwell upon feeing you next 
I 2 winter. 
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winter, though I am not a little indulgent to fhofe 
that tell me I may fee you long before. 

I HAVE brought my place here to greater perfec- 
tion than it has ever yet appeared in ; and, with the 
tnoh, it is in fome vogue. Neverthelefs, I do not 
know that I ever relifhed it lefs in my life than I 
have done this fummer. Bad health, bad fpirits, no 
company to my mind, and no correfpondences, are 
enough to blafl the fweeteA ihades, and to poifon 
the purell fountains. Some of thefe misfortunes I 
can impute to my ^wn mifcondu£l, and it embitters 
them. The two laft I can lefs account for, having 
at all times done all I was able to recommend my- 
felf to my friends, behaving at the fame time with 
courtefy to the reft of the world. The fadl is not 
true ; otherwife I might refolve it into tliis, that I 
alone am idle, and all the world is bujy, 

I FANCY you will imagine I lay too much ftrefs 
upon Mr. Thdmfon's vifit, when I mention the fol- 
lowing infcription upon a feat in Virgil's grove ; 
" celeb'mo POET-E 

*' lACOBO THOMSON, S. 

*' PROPE PONTES ILLI NON FASTIDITOS 

" G. S. 

"SEDEM HANG ORNAVIT. 

*' Quae tibi, quae tali reddam pro carmine dona ? 
" Nam neque me tan turn 'venientis * Jibilus Aullri, 

* The vcrfe whifpers here. 

« Nee 
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« Nee percufTa juvant flu£lu tarn litora, nee quae 
*« Saxofas inter decurrunt flumina valles *.'* 

ViRG. 

I want your opinion of it, and whether it were not 
better thus, 

*' — THOMSON, 

" Qyi cvM qyicc^iD vbiqve rvris est 

" AVT AMOENVM AVT VARIVM 

" MIRE DEFINXERAT, 

** HOS ETIAM PONTES NON FASTIDIVIT f ." 

But you will difcover at firft glance an impropriety 
in both.— Now I am upon infcriptions, I fend you 
one from a coin dug up very near me a few weeks ago : 

•Explanation.-— To the 

much-celebrated Poet 

Ja mes Thomson, 

This feat was placed 

near his favourite fprings 

by 
w. s. 

How (hall I thank thy Mufe, fo form'd to pleafe ? 
For not the whifp'rings of the fouthern breeze, 
Nor banks ftill-beaten by the breaking wave. 
Nor limpid rills that pebbly vallies lave, 
Yield fuch delight.— 

t Trans L AT ION.— Who, as he moft admirably defcribed 
all the beauties 
and agreeable diverftties 
of rural life, 
fo he difdained not thefe fprings. 

I 3 Round 
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Round the head* 

«' IMP.'.V.V/ V AVG GEa DAC M" 

On the reverfe, 

" SP qjl OPTIMO PRINCIPI COS Vl" 

Withb which is an human figure fitting, with on 
hand reclined upon a wand ; the other, as I take ii 
holding forth an olive.— I have given my opinion 
it is one of Trajan's ; and my virtuofo charade 
will reft upon the truth of it. It is a filver coin, bi: 
very obfcure. There appears a large mafs of ruinj 
rough ftone, very ftrongly cemented, where the 
found it— If you were here it might amufe you. 

Heaviness may endure for a night, but jo 
Cometh in the morning. I have fo fettled a notio 
of the proportionate mixture of pleafure and pain i 
this life, that I expedl one to fucceed the other a 
naturally as day and night. I own, this is owin 
to the foul as much as to outward incidents. Soi 
row prepares it for mirth, and fvice 'verfa, — ^Th 
durations of both differ. — Laft fummer I fpei 
agreeably; this quite othcrwife.— To-day I ha\ 
been quite melancholy ; I expedl happinefs to-moi 
row, from either an aptitude of mind, or fome inci 
dent fufficient to overcome its inaptitude.— Perhap 
that incident may be a letter from you; I wifh i 
may, and am moft truly 

Yours, 

W. S. 

I HA] 
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I HAD a coin of Vefpaiian given me to-day^ and I 
begin a colledtion : if you have any duplicates, you 
will pleafe to oblige me.— I want to corred my ele- 
gies, by your affiftance. — I will begin no more. 



XLV. To the fame, with thoughts on Advice. 

The Leafowes, 
Dear Mr. Graves, Sept. 21, 1747. 

I AM under fome apprehenfion that you dread 
the fight of a letter from me, as it feems to lay 
claim to the compliment of an anfwer. I will there- 
fore write you one that Ihall wave its privilege, at 
lead till fuch time as your leifure encourages, or 
your prefent diflipation does not forbid, you to fend 
one.-^I dare now no longer expatiate upon the affair 
you have in hand ; it is enough for me if you will 
excufe the freedom I ba've taken. I have often 
known delay produce good efFedts in fome cafes which 
even fagacity itfelf could not furmount ; and, if I 
thought I did not go too far, would prefume to re- 
commend it now. You know I have very little of 
the temper of an alderman. I almoft hate the idea 
of wealthinefs as much as the 'word. It feems to me 
to carry a notion of fulnefs, ftagnation, and infigni- 
£cancy. It is this difpoiition of mine that can alone 
give any weight to the advice I fend you, as it proves 
me not to give it through any partiality to fortune. 
As to what remains, you are, I hope, a^ured of the 
1 4 value 
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value I muft ever have for you in any circumftancesi 
and the regard I (hall always (hew for any that be-^ 
longs to you. I cannot like you lefs or more. — I now 
drop into other matters. Bergen, I fee, is taken at 
laft ; pray what are the fentiments of your political 
companions ? I dined fome days ago with Mr. Lyt- 
telton and Mr. Pitt, who both agreed it was worth 
t\venty thoufand men. to the French; which is a light 
';v-y'& V^hich I tfever ufed to con(ider it. Any little in- 
timation that you pleafe to confer upon me, enables 
me to feem 'wife in this country for a month ; parti- 
cularly if I take care to adjuft my face accordingly, 
—As I was returning laft Sunday from church, 
whom (hould I meet in my way, but \^2X fnueet-fouled 
bard Mr. James Thomfon, in a chaife drawn by 
two horfes length-ways. — I welcomed him into the 
country, and aflced him to accompany Mr. Lyttelton 
to The Leafowes (who had o(Fered me a vifit,) which 
he promifed to do. So I am in daily expe6lation« 
of them and all the world this week. I fancy they 
will lavi(h all their praifes upon nature^ referving 
none for poor art and me. But if I ever live, and ani 
able to perfedl my fchemes, I (hall not de(pair of 
pleafing the few I (irft began yNV^^tbe few friends pre- 
judiced in myfa'vouri and then " Fico por los malig- 
" natores.*' Cenfures will not affedt me; for I am 
armed fo ftrong in 'vanity y that they will pafs by me 
as the idle wind which I regard not.— I think it pret- 
ty near equal, in a country place, whether you gain 
the fmall number of tafters, or the large cronvd of the 

vulgar. 
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vulgar. The latter are more frequently met with, 
and gaps, ftiipent, 2sA ftare much more. But one 
would chufe to pleafe a few friends of tafte before 
mob or gentry, the great vulgar or the fmall ; bc- 
caufe therein one gratifies both one's focial paffions 
and one's pride, that is, one's y^^-lovc. Above 
all things, I would wifh to pleafe ^c.v; and if I have 
a wifti that projedls or is prommcnt beyond the rcfl, 
it is to fee you placed to your fatisfaftion near mc ; 
but Fortune mud vary from her ufual treatment be- 
fore fhe favours me fo far.— And yet there n^^as a 
time, when one might probably havf! prevailed on 
her. I knew not what to do. — The nfTair was fo in- 
tricately circumftanced — your furprizing filcnce af- 
ter the hint I gave. — Mr. D— offering to ferve any 
friend of mine ; nay, prclTing me to u!c the opportu- 
nity .—His other relations, his guardians, teizing him 
with fure fymptoms of a rupture in cafe of a refufal 
on thsir fide. — Mr. P — foliciting mc if the place 
Y/tTG/oU, which it could not legally be. Friendfhip, 
propriety, impartiality, felf-interell (which I little 
regarded,) endeavouring to diftradl me; I think I 
never fpent fo difagreeable an half-year fince I was 
bom. To clofe the whole, I could not forefee the 
event, which is almoft foretold in your Uft letter, 
I knew I could not ferve you; but I mul! rt-nder it 
a rucejfary one. In fhort, when I can \d\ yo|t 
whole affair at leifure, you will own it laj 
a nature, that I muft be ever in fafpi 
ing my behaviour, and of courfe 
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on it with pleafure. Believe me, with the truei 
a0e6Uon, 

Yours, 

W. Shenstoke. 



XL VI. To a Friend, from The Leafowes. 

Dear Sir, 1747, 

IT is not much above two hours fince I receive 
your obliging letter, and am already fet dow 
to anfwer it. — To fpeak the truth, I had almo 
given you over : i imagined you had taken umbrag 
at fome expreflion or circumflance in my epifUe, an 
were determined to make me Tenable you did &> I 
your filence. I hope, this error of mine will fer^ 
to eilablifh one rule on Iwth iides.>— *It is what ough 
I am fure, always to take place, where people wii 
a perpetuity of friendfhip. I mean, never, upc 
circumllances of difrefpedt, to admit of circum^ 
tial evidence. 

I A M very grave, fo you may depend on the finci 
rity of all I (hall fay. I faw fcveral beauties in yoK 
former elegy ; but, though it was ** formofa," it d 
not appear to me <' ipfa forma." I like this thatyc 
)iave now fent 'very much. It has a iimplicity whu 
your lad a little wanted, and has thought ^x^iir^^.- 
begin to be feldom pleafed with the compofitioiis t 

othei 
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others, or my own ; but I could be reallyyfl«^of this, 
with a few alterations that I could propofe :— -but 
you mufl know, at the fame time, that thefe are 
foch as no one would approve be£de myfelf.— rl 
know it.— "However, there are fbme fecming faults 
in it 

I HAVE been greatly mortified in my correfpon- 
dents of late.— I even faid in my haile. All friends 
are faithlefs. — G— , after a month's expectation, 
which he had confirmed to me, of feeing him here, 
let me know about a fortnight fince, that I had more 
leifure than him ; and, fince it did not fuit his con- 
venience to come, I ought to take the opportunity of 
vifiting him, and feeing Derbyfhire while he conti- 
nues in it. — W — has not wrote to me thefc fix weeks. 
1— Outing has been, moreover, dumb for the fame 
fpace of time ; and I purpofe in my heart to behave 
with fome diftance towards both, for this negled 
(fee my rule of circumftantial evidence.) 

It is pity you cannot fpare a day or two to come 
and fee me. My wood grows exceflively pleafant, 
and it's pleaiantnefs vexes me ; becaufe nobody will 
come that can tafle it. 

Youn health, according to your defcription, it 
much the fame with mine ; but, from the gaiety oF 
your flyle and defigtu, I coUe£t that it if greatly 
better. 
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I HAVE an alcove, fvc elegies, a feat, two epi- 
taphs (one upon myfelf,) three ballads, four fong^ 
and a ferpentine river, to fhew you when you come. 
Will the compoiitions come fafe to you, if I fend my 
book, which contains the only copies of fevcral 
things (which I could not remember if they were 
loft ?) — but I will not fend them. If my horfe gets 
well, I may effay a vifit for two days, and bring 
them with me, that I may make comments while you 
read them, as befeemeth a genuine author to do. 

I A M railing a green-houfe from the excrefcences 
of Lord Dudley's; but I do not find that " vient 
«* Pappetit en mangeant,*' that I grow fonder of my 
coUeftion proportionably as it increafes. 

I SHOULD think myfelf fortunate enough at pre- 
fent, if, like you, I could only find that I had been 
mentioned for a vacant poft ; but I have withdrawn 
all my views from court-preferment, and fixed them 
on finding a pot of money, which I determine to be 
the far more probable fcheme. 

. I HAVE little health and frequent mortification, 
fo that no one need envy me; and yet, I believe, 
there are that do. Is any enviable but fuch as are un- 
ambitious ? I never ftiall be able to reckon myfelf of 
that tribe, which have engroffed all bappinefs to them- 
felves, aijd left the reft of the world nothing but 
hopes and pofteftions. Yet I do not much feel the 

pains 
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pains of ambition while I am converfing with in- 
genious friends of my own level : but in other com- 
pany it hurts me. Let me advife you, now I think 
of it, to dread the company of iilly people, out- 
of-the-way people, and, in one word, what men of 
genius call the ^vulgar. You run ten times the 
rifque of being mortified, voluntarily or unknow- 
ingly, amongft the latter of tbefe, to what you do 
amongil men of fcnfe and politenefs, be they ever fo 
malicious ; — but my paper is filled. 

Do write foon. 



XLVIL To the fame. 

It is fomewherc about the 
20th of Sept. 1 747 ; and 
I write from the Lea- 
Dear Sir, fowes. 

1 THINK I have lived to out-correfpond almofi: 
all my correfpondents ; whether you are the laft 
that is to be fubdued, I will not fay; the reft are fa 
fatigued, that they are not able to atchieve a line. 
Apprized of this, and being by nature difpofed to 
have mercy on the vanquifhed, " parcere fubjedis," 
I feldom write a fyllable more than is requifite to 
further fome fcheme, or afcertain fome interview, 
the latter of thcfe being the purpofe of this mine 
epiftle. I am in great hopes I fhall be at liberty 
to fee you ere many weeks be paft; and would beg 

of 
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of you, in the mean time, to infdnh me, by a let- 
ter, when I am likely, or when very unlikely, to meet 
with you at home, I am detained, juft at prefent, 
by continual expeftations of the Hagley family. 

As I was returning from chilrch on Sunday laft, 
whom fhould I meet in a chaife, with two horfes 
length-ways, but that right friendly bard, Mr. 
Thdmfon ? I complimented him upon his arrival in 
this country, and aflted him to accompany Mr. Lyt- 
telton to The Leafowes, which he faid he would with 
abundance of pleafure ; and fo we parted. You 
will obferve, that the more ftrefs I lay upon this viiit, 
and the more I difco^er to you, the more fubftantial 
is my apology for deferring mine into Warwickfhire. 
I own, I am pleafed with the profpedt of fhewing 
them fomething at The Leafowes beyond what they 
expedl. I have begun my terras on the high hill 
I ftiewed you, made fome confiderable improvements 
in Virgil *s grove, and finifhed a walk from it to 
the houfe, after a manner which you will approve. 
They are going to build a cafWe in the park tound 
the lodge, which, if well executed^ muft have a go6d 
fciFed ; and they are going likewife to bdild a no* 
tufid to terminate the rifto. The favflt is, that they 
^ticipate every thing which I propofc to do when 
I become rich ; but as that is never likely to bci 
Ijerhaps it is not of aiiy importance ;— but what I 
term rich, implies no great de^ ; I belicte you Mfi 
s witixefs to the moderation of my defires ; and I 

flatter 
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flatter myfelf that you will believe your friend in 
that re(ped fomething above the vulgar ; 

** Crede non ilium tibi de fc lefta 
«• Plebe diledum, n-que fie fidelem, 
" Sic lucro averfum, potuiffe nafci 
" Patre pudendo *." 

If I come to your Koufe, pofi lively I will not go 
t&fee Mr. M— •• He has been twice as near me as 
The Grange, with C— L — , and never deemed 
my place worth feeing. I doubt, you are a little 
too modeft in praifing it wherever you go.— Why 
don't you applaud it with both hands, " utroque 
« poUice ?" — " Parcentes ego dexteras odi, fparge 
''rofas t«"""I ^^ ^o wtvy partial X.0 my native place, 
that it feems a miracle to me that it is no more fa- 
mous. But I complain unjuAJy of you; for, as you 
have always contributed to my happinefs, you have 
taken every opportunity to contribute to my figure. 
I wifli I could fay the fame of fome who have it 
more in their power. 

* Imitation.— Thy friend (I weeh) thou wilt not hold" 
Compos'd of mean and vulgar mould. 

Nor canft thou furely deem 
That one fo true, who views with fcorn 
All worldly lucre, could be born 
Of parents ftain'd with ihame. 
f iMiTAiT ION.-— Hands parfinuniious of applaufe I hate- 
Scatter your rpfes wide and liberally. 

I HAVE 
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I H AVE yet about a thoafand things to fay to you 
—not now, though. — Lady L — h's vifit I referve 
till I fee you. A coach with a coronet is a pretty 
kind of phaenomenon at my door— few prettier, ex- 
cept the face of fuch a friend as you ; for I do not 
want the grace to prefer a generous and fpirited 
friendfhip to all the gewgaws that ambition can con- 
trive. I have wrote out my elegies, and heartily 
wifh you had them to look over before I come.— 
I know not how to fend them.— I Ihall bring and 
leave fome poetry with you.—" Thus 8c odores I" 
or rather a proper covering for ** Thus & odores, & 
« piper, & quicquid chartis amicitur ineptis * I'* 

Adieu ! dear Sir, 

Believe me ever yours, 

W. Shenstone. 



XL VIII. To the fame, with a Song* 

Dear Sir, 1747. 

BEING juft returned from a fmall excurfion, it 
was with the utmoft pleafure that I read over 
your letter; and, though it abounds both in wK 
and waggery, 1 fit down incontinently to anfwer it 
with none. 



• Frankiticcnle and odours, 



And fpice, and whatfoc'er is fitly wrapp'd 
Id papers fcrawi'd with noofenie. 

Th£ 



LETTERS. 129 

The agreeablenefs of your letters is now heigh- 
tened by the furprize they give me. I mud own, I 
have thought you in a manner loft to the amufe- 
ments in which you once delighted, correspondences, 
works of tafle and fancy, &c. If you think the 
opinion worth removing, you need only favour 
me with fuch a letter now and then, and I will place 
you (in my imagination) where you ihall fee all the 
favourites of fortune cringing at your feet. 

I T H 1 N K I could add about half a dozen hints to 
your obfervations on eleftricity, which might zxleaji 
difguife the fa£b ; and then why will you not put it 
into fome news-paper, or monthly pamphlet ? you 
might difcover yourfelf to whom you have a mind* 
It would give more than ordinary pleafure at this 
time.— -Some other will take the hint — Pity your 
piece fhould not have the advantage of novelty as 
well as of wit ! 

I D I N E D and ftayed a night with Dr. E— — ; he 
was extremely obliging, and I am glad of fuch a 
friend to vifit at B. He afked miich after you.— 
He fliewed rte his Ovid—I advifed him to finilh 
^ fome one epiftle highly^ that he might fhew it.— 
The whole will not take^ though it goes againft me 
to tell him fo. I fhould be glad he could fucceed 
at B. ; and could I ferve him, it would be with a fafe 
confcience; for I uke him to excel the reft of B* phy- 
ficians hx in point of fpecalatkm and diligence, &c. 



Vol. Ill, 






* 
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{ sE^^ yon the fcwg ybu sflceA lbs, «iid Ti^ueft 
of you to Write we ovft ybtir tiav edition ^of tke 
eleftion verfes; 'and, stt your /s^f ^, It^oojfy itfihe 
-poem whidi we dtered. 

THE LA'R.K. 



'*'<J6, tuhefhl bird, that glaaJPft the fidfc, 
" to l!hlphhe*s wihdov^ fpefed Sty %ay, 

«' And thefe Oh^UiY'ringjiihions'rifc, 
** And there thy vocal art difplay. 

** And If Ihe deign thy notes to hear, 
*** And if (he praife thy madn fong ; 

^'Tell^her, the (bunds that foothe her ear, 
*' to fimple^ritiilh birds belong. 

'*' t^''Ker,*ih'Uvl^ner plumes 'affay'^d, 

** The bird fiom Tndi^ groves may 'fliine: 

** But sJk the lovely, partial maid, 
<< What are his notes compar'd to thine? 

•'then bid her treat that Witfefe beau 
** And all his motley race with fcora; 

" And heal deferving Damon's wok, 
<< Who finjs;s her praife, and fing« forlom,'* 

Ilftn,«f, 

Iroiir moft faltfifiil ifnend andTervant, 

IEIavs 



« 
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HavH you read WztUm, MartTii, and Frtko, ot 
dedricky ? I accidentally suet with the two former* 
by which my head ia rendcared almoft giddy^-^elec- 
trics, non-eledtrics, eledrics per Ji, and bodies that 
are only condudlors of eledlricity, have a plaguy bad 
effedl on fo vortical a brain as mine. 

I WILL infallibly fpend a week with yoiip per- 
haps about February, if it fnits yon: though I think 
tooit mud be later. 

I HAVB been painting in water-colours, during a 
Yifit I made, flowers, I would recommend the a^ 
mufement to you» if you can allow it the time that 
is expedient. 

I T R usT you wiB give me one entire week in the 
fpring, when my late alterations may exhibit thern^ 
felves to advantage. 



/ XLIX. To the fame, after a Vifit. 

Simday, 
Dear Mr. Jago, Feb. 14, x747-»- 

I A M tempted onoe more to apologize for the oo- 
kafonaUe vifit I paid you» dioogh I feel mj^ 
felf entirely innocent in that re^e% even a« rnocb 
fo as the poft-boy was guilty; for had my previoua 
letter arrived in due time, you had tihen been fur- 
niihed with an opportufdty of waving my company 
till a more convenient {esSotu I was cfrljt or* ^t 
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leaft, chiefly uneafy upon jrowr account. I fpent my 
time very agreeably, and only lefs fo than I might, 
had I not been confcioos to myfelf that I was in- 
truding upon domeftic tendemefles. 

I SPENT the Sunday night and the next day at 
Mr. Wren*s ; and am now juft returned from Mr. 
Dolman's, who has made me a genteel prefent of 
Spence's Polymetis. I have not yet read many dia- 
logues in it, but I have dipped in feveral ; and have 
reafon to be, well enough fatisfied with the fimplc 
and uninvidious manner in which he has introduced 
Mr. Lowth's poem. I have long known of this 
intended introduSHoH (which I accidentally found to 
have been fettled bet^\'ixt them before I publifhed 
mine on the fame fubjed), and a little dreaded the 
form of it. I have long ago made confiderable im- 
provements in mine, and have a mind one day to 
publifli it once more; after which, let it fleep in 
peace. I have fometimes thought of printing my 
next title-page thus, viz. " Poems; confifting of 
Songs, Odes, and Elegies ; with an improved edi- 
tion of The Judgment of Hercules, and of The 
School-miftr6fs." But I have but very few critical 
acquaintance, and I live at a great diftance from 
thofe I have ; Rationed amongft the makers and the 
nuearers of hobnails ; 

" Far from the joys that with my foul agree, 
" From w/V, from /ptfr/r/«^— very far from thee." 

PARNELL. 

I know 
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I know I have thrown a great number of carelefs 
things into your hands. I know to luhom I intrud- 
ed my follies ; but I know mt What they are .*— I 
believe, in general, that they confifl of mif-begot- 
ten embryos and abortive births, which it had bcien 
merely decent to have buried in— ^fome part of my 
garden ;-— but I was; morally a^ured that you would 
expofe nothing of mine to my difadvantage. As 
to fome that are k/s, imperfg£f, you promifed.your 
obfervatipns, and I defire you would ipake then) 
with the utmoft freedom, I^an bear any cenfure 
which you (hall pafs by way of Utter, ^ and I beg 
once more that you would nojk be fparing. ..It will 
be efteemed as great a favour as you can dp me^ 
When they have gone through your hands, and 
thofe of one or two more friends, I fhall, perhaps, 
think of publifhihg therii ; though as to that, much 
depends upon the advice I receive, and previoufly 
on the opportunity I have of receiving it I am in 
hopes that you will be pretty full in difcovering to 
me, luhicb you diJUke the leafty *what faults you Jind^ 
and nuhat improvfmenU they are capable of. I fet you 
a tedious tafk ; but I will return the favour as far as 
I am able, either in the fame 'way or any other. 
This brings me to fay, that, if there be any compo- 
litioiis of* yours that you would have me correal 
(and there are feveral of which I want a copy), I 
would beg you to fend them. Your Blackbird excels 
any finging-bird I ever heard j and I befeech you to 
K 3 convey 
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eoRvty It to T]ie Leaibwes by ilie next oppoitmiity^ 
that Kt may acquire fame near other rilis^ and in 
other va^ys* thaa tkofe in witich be was producfcL 

I fiAT« ftmftycoinplimeiitstomakein yourcouno 
try; to Mr. H^, Mrs. K«^, Mrs* J«^ Mr. J^*-^ 
Mr. T-*-^, and your brother. If I go over to Mr. 
W«— ''s, I witi afiuredly call atid fpend a night with 
y6a.«i*7W is pfecartous^-^^But whc«ker i do or aoc, 
I would willmgly hope to iee yon this Spring and 
fbmmer more than oncei as a critic^ and aa t 
finnd: nor do I ferget d>e pmmife of Mu H-*- and 
Mr. F— ;^biit of thttft diings more whem I iend 
lor the papers, which I ' pUrpofe to «b to^monow 
^Mtnigh^ thaft is^ the tw«aty-ninth of f etxruary. 

I H Ava fuffered greatly by railing at the block 
but«mi on a paiifon^a great coat. Had Mr.libiH'^ 
b(9en thus diflitigaitked, he conld not teo<e miftakcK 
mine for his own; which latter I fent in order eo 
be c<»n]nutedat BirminghanHand was aimoft ftarwd 
todeftdi before I ooold acconij^^the eiBcliangic^ 
Tbereis natri4ingwwkany^«it ofordiodoxyMtk 
iinpiinity««-Tha(t istbe «K>raL 

I A AY a recei^d m very obliging letter fitun Lndy 
Lttxborough, wherein llie tdls me that Lady.fiut-* 
Ibrd admires my place In her defcription. Mr. 
Thomfon it intinmce at Lady Harttfoid^ ; audi fgp* 

pofe 



pofc Lady tfejrtfeirt ifi^y^ l^\^ bjp^^ u|formed by 
Lady L. th^Mri.Tl|»fl|fft5L 1»» \^ here; fo I 
conclndv, blxsck yam«y> diat wtyifivvi i» advanc- 
ing in reputation* 

What think you of Wk, Carte's Hiftory ? or what 
of his narrative concerning the Pretender*s touching 
for the Ring's evil* h B think one is not, however, to 
give ^p hi$3 ^K)9^: Qft^f:qix r fe^ vfti W^ 4^ ^^ Sj^k 
P^M¥»h\^. vm H|iV^ feyqfal. a^^4'(^ ^. 9Pfi^ 
W^tfe&tqr^ 

I HAVE had great expedlations from the beautiful 
vein* of a piece of oak of whkil I have had a tfafefle 
made; but, upon a thorough fhrv^y ef hj it i» ib' 
like nothing in the wot^ as oid ft^'s eaUimanci^ 
night-ebwn^ : 

I HAVE nothing to mU wosth beginning upon 
another pa|^; bat £ kappewied not to make a regu- 
lar f(|%3J«fi<W:bi n^ preceding one. 

You muft gm vaz. fiM^e time to colour you a 
colleftion of flowers (that oftavo edi^on I (hewed 
you here) ; and th^^jii, \ \yiy ip^ip lyirs. Jago a pre- 
fent of it. I believ<^ T c^n ^9g^e Mr. Dolman to 
aflift me, who is much my fuperior in point of ac- 
curacy; and the infcript^iqn a^ ^he beginning is to 
run fomehow thus : 

K^ MELEGAN<b 
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" ELEGANTISSIMAB PVELLAB 

" DOROTHEAE FANCOVRT, 

*' QVAB PBRDILECTI SYl CONDISCIPVLI 

^' RlCHARDl lAGO 

f* AMORES MERVIT, 

?' p. p. 

'^ GVLIBLMVS SHENSTONE; 

^« DEBITAB NYMPHIS OP|FEX CORONA! V* 

That is, by trade a garland-maker; but this in- 
fcription I may alter, if I can think of any thing 
more cxprciEvc of the regard which I have ever 
borne and flill bear you. 

Lord Dudley is gone* and franks are no more, 
1 have nothing to wiih you but health and prefer? 
inent :rr^ det vitam, det jopes ;"---with thefe you. 
will eafily compound that cordial bappintfs^ having 
every other ingredient that is requifite at hand. 

I am, moft afFe£Uonatdy, t 

Your very feithfbl friendy-^^c. 

W. Shekstone. 

♦ Prcfented 

to die moA elegant of nympfaS; • 

Dorothea FAKTCouRTy 

(Who merited the affe^oii 

of her fchooi-fellow 

Richard Jago) 

by 

WiL.LXAM ShSNSTONE^ 

compofer of the wreath 
to virgins due (a), 

(a) Or, as Mr.Shenftonc himfelf modc^y and whimli- 
cally fubjoioS; ^ar/t»M/-i«(?yfc«r. 

L. To 
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L- To Mr. J A CO. 

The Leafowesy 
irSir, Mar. 23, 1747-8. 

WE fent Tom over for the papers which I 
Ft under your infpedtion; having nothing to 
K)n this head, but that the more freely and//ir- 
Ij you give me your opinion, the greater jvill 
; obligation which I (hall have tp s^cknow- 

HALL be very glad, if I happen to receive x 
large bundle of your own compoiitions ; in 
I to which, I will obferve any commands 
you (hall pleafe to lay upon me. 

M favoured with a certain correfpondence, by 
of letter, which I told you I (hould be glad 
tivate ; and I find it very entertaining. 

AY did you receive my anfiver to your laft let* 
mt by way of London ? I (hould be extremely 
to be debarred the pleafure of writing to you 
le poft, as often as I feel a violent pro|)Shfity 
cribe the notable incidents of my life: which 
It to about as much as the tinfel of your little 
hobby-horfe. 

M on the point ofparcha(ing a couple of bpfb 
le niches in my hall ; and believe ine, my good 

fnendt 
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friend, I never proceed one ftep in ornamenting my 
little farm, but I enjo^ thtt hope^ of rendering it 
more ^reeable to you, and the fmall circle of ac- 
quaintance wluch fometimes favour me with their 

company. 

I spALt be cjctrem^ty glad to fte you and Mc« 
Fancourt when the trees are green ; that is, in May; 
but I would not have yQU content yonrftlf witji a 
fingle vifit this fiimmer. If Mr. Hardy (to whom 
you will make my compliments) inclines to faveur 
XDfi fp far, you mufl; emulate ip as to wait on him 
whenever he finds it convenient; though I h^yc 
h^ter hopes of making his reception, here ag;reeabl$ 
to him when my Lord Dudley comes down.— I woo^ . 
der how he would like the fcheme I am upon, of 
exchanging a large tankard for a filver fLandiih, 

I H Ave had a couple of paintings given me fi.nc^ 
you were here. One of them is a Madona, valued, 
as it is faid, at ten guineas in Italy, bu^ whi^h you 
would hardly purchaft at the price of fiv^ fhilUnga;, 
liQwever* I ^m, endeavouring to make it out ta bet 
coe of Carlo Maratt'su who wa& % firfl hand^i an4 
f^LXQOUs forMadoAas ; even fo m to be nicl|-iVUB<e4 
<* Caftuccio delle Madonne' • by S^lvj^torRofc Twfl^ 
letters of the cypher (CM) agree ^ what ihaJU \ 4q 
with regard to the third ? it is a fmall piece, and 

fftdiy U^kwMdft l\ k ^\m\ tl^i fitB« (though «ot 

<ivi» 
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||«ite tihe (hape) of the Bacchus over the parlour* 
lAoor, and has much fuch a ^ame. 

A PERSON may amufe himfelf almofl as cheaply 

PU he pleifes. I find no fmall delight in rearing all 

Ibits of poultry; geefe, turkeys, pullets, ducks, &c 

X am alfo fomewhat fmitten with a blackbird which 

X kavc pArchafed: a very fine one; brother by fiither, 

'hnX not by mother^ to the nnfortunate bird yoa Co 

^fceautifuliy defcribe, a copy of which defcription yoa 

vaft not fail to fend me ;^bat, as I faid before, one 

■lay eafily habituate one's felf to cheap amufements; 

<kat 189 mmn/ones {lor all town amofements are hor« 

sibiy ei^enfive) ;— I would have yon cultivate your 

(aiden ; plant flowers, have a bard or two in the haH 

(they win at ka/ amufe your children) ; write now 

I and then a long ; buy now and then a book ; write 

f now aod then a letter to 

Your moft fincere friend, 

and affeflionate fervant, 

W* Shenstone, 

P. S. I HOPE you have cxhauftcd all your fpirit 
of criticifin upon my rrrfes, that yon may have none 
kft to cavil at this letter; for I am aftmmed to tWnk, 
that jw, in particular, fhould receive the dullcft 1 
ever wrote in my life. Make my compliments to 
Mrs. Jago. — She can go a little abroad, yoa fay.— 
TcU her, I fhould be prond to ttkcw her tl-^e Lca- 
bwci. Adieu I 



.ji 
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LI. To Mr, — — , on his Marriage. 

This was written Angufl: 
21,1748; butnotfcnc 
,. Dear Sir, . tiUthcaSth. 

HOW little foerer I am inclined to write at this 
time, I cannot bear that you fhould cenfure 
me of unkindnefs in Teeming to overlook the late 
change in your fituation. It will, I bopcy be efteemed 
fuperfluous in me to fend you my mod cordial wiihes 
that you may be happy; but it will, perhaps, be 
fomethit^ more fignificant to iky, that I believe you 
ijuiH: building my opinion on the knowledge I have 
long had of your own temper, ^d the account you 
give me of the perfon's whom you have made choice 
of, to whom I defire you to pay my fincere and moft 
affedionate compliments. 

I SHALL always be glad to find yovL pr^efentihus 
aquum *, though I fhould always be pleafed when I 
&w you tentantem major a f • I think you fhould 
negled no opportunity at this time of life to pufh your 
fortune fo hx as an elegant competency, that you be 
not embarraffed with thofe kind of folicitudes to- 
wards the evening of your day ; 

* Suited to what you have. 

t Attempting fomcthing further. 

« Nc 



? 
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«* Ne tc Temper inops agitet vcxctque cupidb, 
** Ne pavor, & rerum mediocriter utiUum fpes • 1" 

I would have you acquire, if pofTible, what the world 
calls, with fome propriety y an eajy fortune; and what 
I interpret, fuch a fortune as allows of fome inac- 
curacy and inattention, that one may not be con- 
tinually in fufpence about the laying out 2Ljhilltng\ 
—this kind of advice may feem extremely dogmati- 
cal in me\ but, if it carries any haughty air, I will 
obviate it by owning that I never aSed as I fay. 
I have loft my road to happinefs, I confefs; and, in- 
ftead of purfuing the way to the fine lawns and ve- 
nerable oaks which diftinguifh the region of it, I 
am got into the pitiful parterre-garden of amufe- 
men^ and view the nobler fcenes at a diflance, I 
Aink I can fee the road too that leads the better way, 
and can (hew it others ; but I have many miles to 
meafure back before I can get into it myfelf, and 
no kind of refolution to take a fingle ftep. My 
chief amufements at prefent are the fame they have 
long been, and lie fcattered about my farm. The 
French have what they call a par que ornee ; I fup- 
po(e, approacliing about as near to a garden as the 
park at Hagley. I give my place the title of a 
ferme ornee ; though, if I had money, I fhould hardly 

• Imitation.— 

That the poor needy wi(h for fometbing more. 
Nor tioiibt about the neceflaiy means 
Of eafy life, may move or vex thy heart. 

confine 
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coolbe nyielf to fuch decondons as that name re« 
quires* I liave midc great improvements; imd the 
confequeuce is that I long to have you fee thenu 

I H AY E not heard whether Mifs — — 's match pro- 
ceeded.*— I fuppofe your objedHons were grounded 
on the peHbn's age and temper % and that th^y had 
the lefs weighty as they fuppoied you aded indif- 
creetly yourfcif : I can fay but littk on the occafioiu 
You know — better than I do. Only this I moft 
add, that I have To great an efteem for yonr 6&xSf 
that it will be neceiTary to my ea/e, that whoever 
marries her fhe ihould be happy. 

I HAVE little hopes that I Ihall now fee you often 
in this country ; though it would htyou, in all pro- 
bability, as Toon as any, that would take a journey of 

£fty miles, 

•• To fee the/#*f^ of die fons of rneiu*' 

The truth is, my affairs are miferably embroiled, by 
my own negligence, and the non-payment of tenants. 
I believe I (hall be forced to feize on one next 
week for three years and a half's rent, due laft Lady- 
day ; an affair to which I am greatly averfe, both 
through indolence and compaffion, I hope, however, I 
fhall be always able (as I am fure I (hall be defirooi) 
to entertain a friend of a phil^phkd regimtnt fuch 
as you and Mr. WhifUerj and that will be all lean 
do. 

Haclet 
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Mreliere> wkI they haveboih-a^cttftle'by 4v;vyofTuim 
iOL^hc^laghiefi part of t^ i^ck i^/^ ^e6n -^em «^ 
«mm/ ; hat by the removal t>f a -tr^e or two ^^ro\yiQf 
inli'wood tbst joins -to •the park, and which, rfoxttu- 
taaikf enoo^ bdotigs Hb Mr. Ddlmdn and me), 1 
bcdiefieat nay be TCttdored'aroonifidorableol^icdUMre:* 

I rtjR-pon to vhkc 'to ■'Mr. Whiftler ^either -this 
faSt or the iiext. The ^ars you Teemed in iipoa, ^say 
Hccoont are very -kuid, but hdve no grounds. I ^axs^, 
dekr Vkn^^*"^^ habitir^ly isandfrncerely, 

Yottr mtift'afFeifticWitc 

'W.^ft'EjrsYoirE. 

•My liifiiiBle fervkc to yo\ir ifeighteurs,— 9mMi 
•(Whdttiyou kheUr at t)drtf)r*) wiUpdbHfti a^nint^df 
toiy jgprDVe in aTmftll cblTei^tibn. 



LiL To TVIr, J a go, with an Invitation to The 
Xeaifowes. 

Stpi, 3,:6ft»irda^n!shr, 
Eto«r Mr, ijago, 1748. 

1« A«.D L Y fciiow •Whetb<!r'lt will be prudw\t iti 
me'to own, that 'I wrote you ^.'ka^'ktitr^vtpoa 
•the -Weeipt df your -laft, which I 'ilow hare Aiptiti 
Wf table. *I coridttnn rfiis 'habit hi fff^elf dtitii«ly, 
and ihoidd, ^ "tftn fare, 'be •▼eyy ^mh«f^, If 4iiy 

friends. 
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friends, by my example* ihotdd be induced to con* 
tradk the fame. The truth is, I had not expreflfed 
myfelf in it to my mind, and it was full of blots, 
and blunders, and interlinings 5 yet, fuch as it was, 
it had wearied my attention, and given me a difin- 
clination to begin it afrefh, I am now impatient 
to remove any fcruple you may have concerning my 
grateful fenfe of all your favours, and the invariable 
continuance of my affe£lion and elleem.— -I find by 
your laft obliging letter, that my machinations and 
devices are not entirely private.— You knew of my 
draught of Hagley CafUe about the bignefs of a 
barley-corn; you knew of our intended vifit to 
Lady Luxborough's ; and I mull add, Mr. Thomas 
Hall knew of my contrivance for the embellifhment 
of Mr. Hardy's houfe. Nothing is there hid that 
{hall not be revealed.— Our vifit to Barrels is now 
over and pail. — Lady Luxborough has feen Hagley 
Caftle in the original : — and as to my defire that my 
draught might be (hewn to no Chrifiian foul, you 
furely did but ill comply with it when you fhewed 
that drtvwing to a Clergy man » However, you may 
have adled up to my r^/i/ meaning, if you have taken 
care not to fhew it to any connoiffeur. I meant chiefly 
to guard againfl any one that knows the rules^ in 
whofe eyesj I and fure^ it could not turn to my credit. 
—Pray how do you like the feUoons dangling over 
the oval windows ?-^It is the chief advantage in re- 
pairing an old hottfe, that one may .deviate from the 
xules widiottt any extraordinary ceiifare. 

I WILL 
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I WILL not trouble you n(hut) with many particu- 
lars. The intent of Tom's coming, is to defire your 
company and Mrs. Jago's this week.-^I Ihould ht 
txtremely glad if your convenience would allow you 
to come on Monday or Tuefday ; but if it is entirely 
impradlicable, I would befeech you not to put off thtf 
vifit longer than the Monday following, for the 
leaves of my groves begin to fall a great pace.-** 
I beg once more, you would let no fmall inconve- 
nience prevent your being here on Monday.— As 
to my vifit at Icheneton, you may depend upon it 
ibon after; and I hope you will not ftand upon 
punctilio, when I mention my inclination that you 
may all take a walk through my coppices before 
their beauty is much impaired. Were I in a fprightly 
vein, I would aim at faying fomething genteel by 
way of an/zvsr to Mrs. Jago's compliment.— As it 
h, I can only thank her for the^&^ance, and applaud 
the politenefs of it. — I poftpone all other matters till 
J fee you. I am, habitually and fmcerely> 

Your moil affeftionate friendi 

W. Shenstonb. 

1 BEG my compliments to Mr. Hardy. 

P. S. I AM not accuftomed, my dear friend, XA 
fend you a blank page ; nor can I be Content to do 
fo now* 

- I TH AKK yoti very fenfihly for the Verieft widk 

which you honour me« I think them good Ubm 

Vot. IIU L Md 
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and Co do othera that have feen them ; but yoi) will 
give me leave, when I fee you, to proppfe fome lit- 
tle alteration. As to an epiiUe, it would be exe« 
cuted with difficulty^ and I would have it turn tQ 
your credit as well as my own. But ypu have cer- 
tainly of late acquired an e^fe in writing; and i 
am tempted to think> that what you write hence- 
forth will be univerfally good. Persons that have 
Iben your elegies Uk^ " The Blackbirds'* befl, as it 
is mofl; ^uredly the xsojft c^n^a ; but J, who pre- 
tend to great pepetration, can foreGpe that '' Th« 
« Irinncts" 'UfiJl be n^ade to excel.-*— More of thi$. 
when I fee you. Poor Mifs G— , J — R — fays, 
is married ; and poor Mn Thomfon, Mr. Pitt tells 
me, is deaJ.'^llQ was to have^beea at Hagley this 
week, and then I ihould probably h^re (een him 
kere.<>teAs it is, I will ere^ an urn in Virgil's Grove 
t& his memory .->^I yyas really as much ihocked to 
hear i>f YCvt death, as if I \aA known aiiid loved him 
for a number <if years >— God knqws/ 1 lean on ^ 
very few. friends ; and if they drop me, I become a 
wretched mifanthrope. 



LIII. To the fame. 

Swnday «?gbt. 
Dear Mr. Jago» SepL if, 174& 

IT AKE this opportunity of acknowledging the 
j.ul]tice 9f yo«ir excu&s. li^rs,. Jago'sprefent cir- 
c^nOaiM^rQ^^ef hi^ vifit qui,U^ ias^pra^c^abki and 



LETTERS. 147 

yoors I have the fame kind of reafon to di(penft 
with; as I guefs, that ihe could as foon take t 
journey her/elf tX this time, as bear ikztydu fhould; 
•—But to fay I was not greatly mortified, would be 
doing myfelf the greateft injuftice. Difafpoinud I 
was, you may be fure, to hear excufes; even as 
much as Sir John FalflafF, when Mr. Dombledoil 
put him in mind of fecuriijt inftcad offending him 
pwo and thirty yards of fattin to make him a fl?$ri 
ctoak. And on the whole, I began to accufe you 
and Mrs. Jago of colhguing together, to fix your 
vifit at a time when you were well affured you (hould 
have an apology to fend me inftead. Now, if I fhould 
prefs this accufation, pray how would you evade the 
force of it ? — The next thing I am to fpeak to, if 
your verfes. I have made you my acknowledgments 
tefifre% and as you are fo good as to accept them, I 
wifl not trouble you with additional profeflions, or 
repetitions of the paft. I will depend upon youf 
good fenfe for an excufe, if I only add what I think 
proper as to any alteration ; wherein I have a view 
to y^itr credit, as well as my own. I confefs it re- 
quires fome nicety to infcribe fuch an elegy a^ 
« The Gold-finches" without the danger you forc- 
faw. But I think it may be done (and is pretty 
nearly) in fnch a manner that no man of tafte will 
be tempted to ridicule it; and as for the vulgar, of 
whatever rank they be, it is abfolutely neceifary 
many ttnee to give tkem up. Tafte and tendemefs are 
aMbhitely coimeded; and yo« may very readily call 
L 2 . to 
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to mind fome charming things^ that muA excite th6 
laughter of your men oi fire and banter^ but are by 
no means thought the worfe of by men of true genius. 
I will only mention Andrew Marvel's Fa^wn in 
Dryden's Mifcellanies. I inclofe the elegy with 
fome few propofed alterations, fo I will not rifque 
the filling my letter with criticifm. I alfo inclofe 
the other verfes you fent me, which I think good 
ones, and to (land in need of little alteration, beiide 
that of the inglorious name at the head of them; to 
which, notwithftanding, I will never fubmit. Pray 
who is the young gentleman that tranflates your 
elegy into Latin ?— The new drefs will give you 
fome amufement; and, if thefe lines he the produdl 
of the genius of a boy of that age, he will in a year's 
time be able to extend the fame of your compofi- 
tions. I (hall then be glad to fee « The Goldfinches'* 
under his hand; though I have no extraordinary 
fondnefs for the Latin poetry of a modern; at leaft, 
lill your eldefl fon begins to tranilate our madrigals. 

- I HAVE not yet feen Mr. Thomfon's f' CafUe of 
** Indolence."— I waited for a fmaller edition; but 
am now too impatient not to fend for it on Thurfday 
next.— I am fully bent on railing a neat urn to him 
in my lower grove, if Mr. Lyttelton does not iii- 
fcribe one at Hagky before me. But I ihould be 
extremely glad of your advice whereabouts to place 
it. — You fpeak of my dwelling in the Caftle of In- 
dolence, and I verily believe I d9* There is fome- 

thing 
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thing like enchantment in ray prcfcnt inadtivity ; for, 
without any kind of lett or impediment to the cor- 
redlion of my trifles, diat I Ute, I am in no wife able, 
to make the leafl advances. I think within myfelf 
I could proceed if you were here ; and yet I have" 
reafon to believe if you <wgre here, we &ouid oniyr. 
ramble round the groves, and chat away the time;; 
and perhaps that, upon the whole, is of full as much' 
knportance.— I do not know but I do myfelf fome? 
i$tde iiyuftice here, for I have wrote out my levitiii- 
and my fonnetsy good smd bad, with many omainentff 
from the pencil; and the next thing I do will be to 
tranfcribe my elegies. The fault is, I take no pains 
to improve what I tranfcribe, and confequendy am 
only able to exhibit my nbnfenfe in a fairer drefs.— - 
' You muft givt me leave, eje it be long, to infer^ 
two or three lines (I think in verfe) before Mrs, 
Jago's flower-piece.-^I am fure, J api obliged to her 
for a fruit I greatly love^— it was not entirely ripe ; 
but it was tii€ only one I have tafted fmce I was kft 
in London.-^Yefterday dined here Lady Luxbo^ 
rough, Mr. Outing and Mr. Hall, Lord Dudley, 
Mifs Lea, Counfellor Cqrbet and Mr. Saunder^i 
Mr. Perry, Mrs. Perry and Mifs Dolman, and half 
a dozen footmen befide my own fervants and labour*v 
ers; io you may guefswe had no fmal* fracas. L 
Jiow fit down amid folitude and filcnce, and canr 
hear little elfe befide the pendulum of my clock ;--« 
yet my fpirits are no way funk, but afford me juft 
|[uQh a temperature of mind as inclines me to wr\te 
L 3 t^ 
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to fomt familiar friend; albeit I have a thoufand 
things to tM of to yea, which I do not care to *write^ 
I hope to be able to fpend a few days with Mr. 
Hardy, before his melons are all gone ; and yet I 
would not have him keep one a motmnt longer upon 
0|X account. I defire he would accept of my com-* 
pliments, as I truft he will.-^Franks at prefent run 
low with me; but I fend you mt^ which you cannot 
ufe fo foon but I fhall be able to fend you others 
i|nmiediately. I wiih I could fend you any thing 
more than the means of obliging, 

SIR, 

Your moil aife&ionate friend, 

W. S. 



LIV. To the fame. 

Dear Sir, Sundjijr, Nov. rj. 

I MUST fairly own, that I have not fat down 
till now to return my acknowledgments for your 
laft moft obliging favour; and yet I have been doing 
/b in imagination almpft every day fince J received 
it. I have only to defire that you would not think 
mtftupidi and then yon mufl of courfe conclude 
me highly delighted, to find the verfes which had 
ib greatly pteafed me, made io particularly inttrefting 
to me. In teftimony hereof, I have caufed thefe 
my letters to be made fatint^ Uc* Furthermore, I 

am 
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stn glad to Tee yoti diflfent fh)m fortie alterations I 
^ropbfed; for which, generally fpcaking, I think I 
can fee your reafons. As to any little matter which 
I have to mention farther, I choofc to dfefer it till 
I wait on Mr. Hardy ; ^hith I pnrpbfe to do be* 
fere this month is out. It may pofllbly happen the 
begmning of the next week ; but I dare not lay 
fUch ilrefk upon a future evinf, as to give you a 
comtniffion to fay fo much to bifh. Inflead thereof 
^kafe to make him my complimetits, and tell him | 
talk of coming ^Veryfoon. 

I BORROWED Dodfley's Mifcellany of Lady Lux* 
borough, in which are many good things. I long 
to be making a mark on the head of every copy 
(as i would do w$re the books my onvh.) Here a 
cypher: there ^ atterifm of five points, aiid. there 
bttfeof eight.— ^If you, and Mr.W-^, and Mr. Gr-, 
and I, were together for a fortnight, to corri^ft and 
fevife, might not we make a mifcellany of oHgimli 
that would fell?-^My fingers itch to be at it;«-^ 
but t fear it canttbt be. — Thomfon*s poem amufed 
me greatly .*-^I think his plan has faults ; parri- 
^ulariy, that he fhould have faid nbthing of the dif- 
cafeS attending iazinefs in his/zj/? canto, but rfeferv- 
ed them to ftrike us mrcaffe^lngly in the kit; but, on 
the wfiole, who would have 'thought that Thowfon 
Cttuld have lb vt^elt imitated a pferfbn remarkable for 
fitoplicity bdth 6f fehtltiient and fjiraf^ ? 

Ji4 ISTUDT 
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I STUDY no connedlions in a letter; and fo I 
proceed to tell Jrou, that I have got a machine to 
exhibit landfcapeSj, &c. to advantage. It cofis about 
fourteen Ihillings^ and I recommend one to you or 
Mr. Hardy.— -Smith's Views, (with a little colour- 
ing) appear ravifliingly ;--but if you are not content 
with amufementi and yizxitfam (which differs about 
^s much as /fl^rhunting from i^^r^-hunting), you 
muft print » — Howeyer, if you can acquiefce in a //- 
mited reputation:^ to gjve you a proper weight at all 
your vifiting-places (which I think enough for all 
reafonable ends and purpofes), take the following 
receipt 

A Receipt to make Fame. 

«* Take a fhoe-maker into your parlour (that is 
«' reputed a good wprkipan), and bid him procure 
«« a piece of red or blue IV^orocco leather; let him 
«* ihapp this into the fize of a quarter of a iheet of pa- 
« per, or it may be fomething larger. Let him double 
<* it in fuch a manner as to leave fpme part to wrap 
« over ; then ftitch it neatly at the ends, lining it 
« cither with filk or the beft yellow leather he can 
«*,meet with. Then muft you befpeafe a filver clafp, 
•* which you may have gilded; but be fure it be 
«5 neatly chafedj, and properly annexed to the aforcr 
«* faid Morocco leather. Make a prefent pf this, to 
f5 the prettied girl you know, but filled with half 
<< a dozen of your beft compofitions ; take care tha^ 
ff one be in praife Of her ingenuity. For modefty 's 

"fake^ 
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V kke, deiire her not to fhew them to any Hiring 
*^ (bill ; bttt> at the fame time, be careful that your 
^ claip be fplendid^ and your letter-cafe mado 
^ according to the foregoing diredions." 

Adieu ! ferioufly yours, 

W.S. 



LV. To a Friend, difappointing him of a Vifiu 

June, 1749. 

FIE on Mr. N— — ! he has difappointed me of 
the moil fcafonable vifit that heart could wifh 
©r defirc.— My flowers in bloffom, my walks newly 
cleaned, my neighbours invited, and I languiihing 
for lack of your company ! Mean time you are 
going to dance attendance on a courtier.— Would 
to God ! he may difappoint you, according to the 
ttfual pradlice of thofe gentlemen 5— I mean, by 
giving you a far better living than you ever ex« 
pefted. 

I HAVE no fooner maJe than I am ready to re» 
€Mli that wifh, in order to fubflitute another in its 
place ; which is, that you may rather fquat yourfelf 
down upon a fat-goofe living iirWarwickfhire, or 
one in Staffbrdfhire, or perhaps Worcefterfhirc, of 
iiicjipne de?iominatiou, I do not mention Shropihire, 
becaufe I think I am more remote from the main 

bod/ 



tS4 MR tUlLUlS ro^E^'S 

hoiy if diat toamy thati 1 feift frSM «iA*> c^'tke 
othoR. But, Acverchdeiii lay ill ihbUnV wkit M' 
MrN-*; ihew him all refpea, yet Co as'ftotwU)^ 
out any ofth« profits of your foif?%W/ Jiviiig itt- i' 
black velvet waiilcoat and breeches to appear be- 
fore him. True merit needeth nought of this. Be- 
MtSj peradventure, you may not receive the firft 
quarter's income of it this half year. He will pro- 
bably do fomething for you one time or other ; but 
yoa ihall never go into Ireland^ that is certain^ for 
lefs than a deanry ; not for lefs than the deanry of 
St. Patrick's, if you take my advice. Lower your 
hopes Only to advance your furprise ; ^ grata fuper- 
« venknt quas n()n fj^rabimua." Come to me as yon 
may, A week is eltpfvd iince you Segam to be de- 
tained ) yott may furely corns over in a foitnight 
now at fartheft;— I will be at home.— However, 
write diredly ; you know our letters are long upon 
their jourliey ;-*-! expe£led you the beginning of 
ev^ry weeki till I reteivod your laft letter, mfa^ 

For my part, I begin to wean myfelf from all 
hopes and expeftatiom whatever>^I ftecd my wild- 
dttckl, and I water my Carnations ! Happy enough, 
Jf I cottW extinguiih my ambition quite^ or inMgt 
(what I hope I frtt^n an equal degree) the defif^ of 
being fomething more bencficialxin my fphet-e.*^— * 
Pcrk^fi fome few other circumftances would want 
adfo to be adjured* 

I HAVt 
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; I il Atfe jttft read Lord Bolingbroke't three lettert^ . 
wliich I like at mach as moft pitces of politics I 
ercr read. I admire, efpecially, the fpiiit of the 
flfle^ I as much admire 4a the editoPi unpopular 
jire^ice.^— I know the family hitherto^m^/^toniak^ 
it ft pdnt to conceal Pope's affiur ; and now, the 
flditOTy Under Lord B's infpedliony not only relate^ 
Imt invites people to think the worft of it.-^What 
£$lldt€tsJ reafons my Lord may have for thinking ^1 
of Mr. Pope, I cannot fay ; but furely it is ixot /v« 
Jitical to leiTen a perfon's charadler that had done 
one fo much honour. 

J am^ dear Sir, 

Your affe£lionate 

W. Shenstonb, 

I HAVE this moment received a long letter from 
Lady Luxborough ; and you are to look on all I faid 
concerning both Lord Bolingbroke's affair and her 
refentmeiit as premature. My Lady's daughter and 
fon-in-law vifit her next week. 



LVL To Mr. J a go. 

From The Leafowes, as it appears 
Dear Sir, 6n a rainy Evening, June 1749. 

IT would probably be fo long before you can re- 
ceive this letter by the poft, that I cannot think 
of fubjedling my thanks /of your lafi, of my hopa of 

filing 
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feeing you foouy to fucb an uncertainty .'•-^ fhall not 
now have it in my power to meet you at Mr, Wren's 
immediately^ fo would lofe no time in requeuing your 
company here next njueek^ if yoo pleafe. I hope Mrs* 
Jago alfo will accompany you, and that you will 
fet OMt the firft day of the week, even Monday;, 
that you may not leave me in lefs than ^% days 
time undet" a pretence of neceflity. As to the verfes 
fOu rt^re fo kind to convey, 1 will take occafioiv 
when you come 

— " To find out, like a friend, 
«» Something to blame, and mrckle to commend.'* 

So I fay no more Titfrefenf on that head. 

I LOVE to readvevks, but I njurite none. " Petti, 
« 'nihil me ficut ante juvat fcribere!"— I will not 
fay none ; for I wrote the following at breakfaft 
yefterday, and they are all I have wrote fince 1 faw 
you. They are now in one of the root-houfes of 
Virgil's Grove, for the admonition of my good 
friends the vulgar ; of whom I have multitudes every 
Sunday evening, and who very fortunately belie vq 
in fairies, and are no judges of poetry:- - 

"Here in cool grot, and moffy cell, 
" We tripping fawns and fairies dwell : 
*« Tho' rarely feen by mortal eye, 
** Oft as the moon, afcended high, 
•' Darts thro' yon lines her quiv'ring beam, 
• *.* We frilk it ixear this cryftal lirram* 

"Then 
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"Then fear to fpoil diefe facred bow'rs ; 
. <* Nor wound the fhrubs, nor crop the flow'rs; 
** So may your path with fweets abound ! 
** So may your couch with reft be crown'd ! 
" But ill betide or nymph or fwain, 
" Who dares thefe hallow'd haunts profane." 

Oberon* 

I SUPPOSE the rotund at Hagley is compleated, 
but I have not feen it hitherto ; neither do I often 
journey or viiit any ivhere, except when a ihrub or 
flower is upon the point of bloflbming near my 
walks.— I forget one vifit I lately made in my neigh- 
bourhood, to a young clergyman of tafte and inge- 
nuity. His name is Pixel!; he ^y% finely upon the' 
violin, and very Well upon the harpfichord : has fet 
many things to muiic, fome in they©/? nuay, with 
which I was much delighted. He is young, and has 
time to improve himfelf. He gave me an opportu- 
nity of being acquainted with him by frequently vi- 
fiting, and introducing company to, my walks.— I 
met him one morning with an Italian in my grove, 
and our acquaintance has been growing ever lince. 
—He has a Ihare in an eftate that is near me, and 
lives there at prefent ; but I doubt will not do {6 
long ;-— when you come, I will fend for him.-^Have 
you read my Lord Bolingbroke^s EfTays on Pa- 
triotifm, &c. ? and have you read Merope ? and do 
you take in the Magazin des Londres ? and pray how 
does your garden fiourifh? I warrant, you do not 

yet 
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yet know the difference betwixt a ranunculus and an 
anemone.— God help ye !-^Come to me, and be in- 
formed of the nature of all plants, ** from the cedar 
«f on Mount Lebanon to the hyffop that fpringeth 
«« out of the wall." — Pray do not fail to decorate 
your new garden, whence you may tranfplant all 
kinds of flowers into your verfes. If by chance you 
make a vifit at I—— fifty years hence, from fome 
diilant part of £lngland, ihall you forget this little an- 
gle where you ufed to mufe and iing f " En un- 
« quam, &c. Poft aliquot, tua regna videns mira* 
«* here, ariftas.'* 

I EXPECT by the return of Tom to receive a trifle 
that will amofe you. It is a fmall gold feal of 
Vida's head, given by Vertue to a relation of mln^ji 
who publifhcd Vida> and introduced Vertue injta 
bttfinefs. — Perhaps you remenribcr Mr. Triftram of 
Hampton, and the day we fpent there from fchool ; 
k was his* 

I am, v^iy cordially. 
Yours, 

W. Shensiiohe. 



LVIL To the fame. 

Dear 8ir, '749" 

IT is now Sunday evening, and I have been ex-* 
hibiting myfelf in my walks to no lefs Aan a 
hundred and fifty peoplci and that with na lefr 

ilate 
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inte ^4 vanity tlian? a Turk in hia /entglio.-^ 
I lvave>w Hopes of fteihg you /^ix weak; but if 
thefe flK>ai<i happen to be frufirated^ I fliall And 
them revive with doaUe ardour and Ylyacity ths 
i^ext. Did not yon tell me of a trejttifc that your Mr, 
MUler had» where the author endeavours to yindi-* 
cate^ and eftablifli GotluQ ^chite£lure ? and. dpes not 
the fame man explain it alfo by draughts on copper- 
plates ? That very book, or rather the title and the 
author's name, I want. — I fhall never, I believe, be 
cntirely^partialtpTGoths"^ VlMa4al»'eithef; but I 
think, by the affiftance of fome fuch treatife, I could 
£ketch but foihe charming Gothic temples and Go- 
thic benches for garden-feats.— I do alfo efteem it 
cxUpemcly ridiculous to permit another perfon to de- 
^gn/or you, when by fetching out your own plans 
you appropriate the merit of all you build, and feef 
a double pleafure from any praifes which it receives. 
I had here lafl Wednefday Dean Lyttelton, Mr. 
WDKam. Lyttelton, Commodore Weft, Mifs Lyt- 
tekon, and Mifs Weft. They drank tea, and went 
round my walks, where they feemcd aftoniftied they 
had been fo long ignorant of the beauties of the 
place ; faid, in general, every thing that was com^ 
plmfant or fri^dly; and left me highly delighted 
with their vifit, and with rOpm te hope for maAy 
more* Mean time, why do notyoif. come ? I <<? fay^ 
you are not Pylades.— -What ! you think, becaufe 
you have an agreeable wife, and five fine chUdreiv 
thaj^y^a ^^uft fo^tplpy all your time in caxfi&ig theiiL 

at 
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at home, or laying fchemes for their emolument 
abroad f Is this public fpirit ? Is this virtue ? or, if 
it be virtue, doft thou think, becaufe thou art 'uar-^ 
tuous, there xnuil be no cakes and ale ? is it not your 
duty to partake of them with a friend fometimes ; 
cafing and relieving him under what Boileau calls, 

« Le penible fardeau de n'avoir rien a faire;" 

And what Pope (ficaUng from the former) denomi* 
nates, 

«* The pains and penalties of idlenefs ?" 

" Pray come the firft day of the week, and let 
Mr. Fancourt accompany you.— I have not much to 
add by way of news. The Duke of Somerfet is go- 
ing to lay out thirty thoufand pounds upon Nor* 
thumberland-houfe ; nine houfes to be purchafed 
and pulled down on the other fide the Strand for 
ftables; the Strand there to be widened: I cannot 
tell you half; but one thing more I will, which is^ 
that there will be a chapel on one fide of the qua* 
diangle, with a gothic wainfcot and ceiling, and 
painted glafs ; and 1^5* in it a Dutch flove, contrived 
fo as to look like a tomb with an urn upon it. 

Wh AT need I njortu all this ? am not I to fee you 
in a {vN days ? — Not a word more poiitively ; faving 
what may ferve to aflure you that I am, dear Sir, 

Inviolably yours. 
The Leafowes, 
July 9, 1749, W. ShensTORE. 

LVIII. To 
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LVIII. To the fame. 

The Leafowes, 
Dear Sir^ Mar. 15^ 1749-50. 

THOUGH I haVe not hitherto troubled you 
with a letter, I have not been void either of 
inquiry or iJtformation, concerning the flate of your 
affairs, and of Mr. Hardy's health. Indeed it is now 
feveral weeks fince I coUefted fome particulars front 
your brother, and I am now impatient for further 
intelligence. As to the circumftances of our friendly 
reception at Wroxall, Mr. John Jago has probably 
fenough acquainted you with them. He iajouU, how- 
ever feduce me to give you a diftindl account; being 
Siflured, as he fays, that Mr. Wren's behaviour muA 
afford a good fubjeft for drollery* I do not know 
how far this would be proper ; but I think, when I 
write again to my friend Wreft, to give him a Iketch 
of his own character, juft as it appeared to us during 
the time of oiJr vifit. Perhaps it may avail a little. 
Amidft his violent paffion for gardening, if he Would 
but prune away fome wild excrefcences from onie or 
two branches of his character, he might bring him- 
fclf to bear good fruit. He Ihould ixjeed his mind a 
little ; where there has fprttng up a moft luxuriant 
crop of puns, that threaten to choak all its whole- 
fomeptodu£tions«— <' Spinas animo fortius quam agro 
" evellat." He has good fenfe and good-nature ; 
pity he IhoulcJ difguife them !-— not but that it is 
better to have the fuhfiance alone than the forms 
Vol. in. M along. 
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alonef and fo I conclude. Since I came hona 
have done little dfc than plant buihes, hazel, h 
thorn, crabtree, elder, &c. together with fome fl 
ering fhrubs that I have had given m^, and i 
that I have pttrchafed to the ajnount of twenty 
lings. I think nothing r^^arkabk has occui 
only, one miferable tempeduous day, I had my I 
$taaifprd> who called to fee my walks. My I 
promifed to com« again in the (vma^Xy and inv 
me more than once to Ejaville. By the way, 1 
now building a Gothic green-houie by Mr. Mil 
diredlion, and intends to build caftles, and Q 
kiiow3-what. By all acco)int5, the place is 
worth feeing when you come into th« cpuntry, wl 
I hope you will not fail to 4o this fpr ing. Pra] 
not you embroil me with Mr. MiUer, in regard tc 
pbfervations { made m hia walks. Remember t 
were a great many dungs with which I was hi] 
defighl^; aiKl forget Umi i^ere were a few 
which I feemed \^b to ndnrire. Indeed I xhxm^ 
idle te f egnlaie my exprefllons, amongft friends i 
by the fame rules which I ought to obferve \n m 
ooBi|pany. I fay cmghtj for he ha^ been exceejcQi 
favourable to me in his rep^refentatjon of The ] 
ifewes.— *•! hope to fee Mr. Fancom-t witji you, v 
you come this fpring ; and why not your brotl 
lie can fpend half ft week every now and the 
WroxaU. 

I HAVE nothing to irtferi or inclofe in thfs 1< 
that can render it at a}l agreeable.— ^I cannot ia) 

lea: 
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I cannot think, 1 can juft muder up attention 
enough to give orders to my workmen ; I faunter 
abou^ my grounds, take fnufF> and read ClariiTa. 
This laft part of my employment threatens to grow 
extremely tedieus : not hut the Author is a man of 
genius and nice ohfer<vationi fant he mi^ht be lefs pro^ 
lix. I will fend you « The life of Socrates" when 
I can get it home from Barrek. I wiih both your 
circnmftances and mine would allow of an utter in* 
atuntion 10 them; and then> I believe, our natural 
ilidolence would be a kind of mai^h for our ambi- 
tion. I (hall probably enlarge my acquaintance this 
year ; but what dath it ? the circle of my friends 
with whom I can be eafy^ and amufid much, will 
continue Anall as ever. I could dwell a good deal 
upon this iubjed ; but I have only room to defire 
you would give me your opinion how I fhould in-* 
iciihe my um to Mr, Somervile. « Author of The 
<^Chace" casnot be tolerably jexpreHed in Latin 
wi^Ht a cireumlocutiom I ^m at brevity, and 
would therefore omit iti Pray read over the fpeci- 
mens I have thrown togetheri and Mige me with a 
fpeedy anfwer, if it extend to nothing eUe befides 
yours and Mrs. Jago's health, which I ought at this 
time more particularly to enquire after. I am 

Your mod afFedionate 

and faithful friend, 

W. Shenstonb, 

M 2 LIX. To 
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LIX. To the fame. 

Pear Sir, June ii, 1750. 

I ACKNOWLEDGE myfdf obliged to yoi 
for procuring me the piftures. I received thena 
both very fafe, as I have a pretty ftrong aflurance J 
Jhall do moil articles of which my fervant Tom ha! 
the care. — He has punduality and management, to 
atone for his imperfeilions. He brought me thoft 
paper-fculled bulls from Wroxall entirely unhurt, 
contrary to the expedition of all that faw them ; 
after which, he might undertake for almoft any 
thing.— The portrait is undoubtedly a good one. J 
ftiewed it to Mr. Smart (who is a painter himfelf] 
though a clergyman), and he allowed as much; 
added alfo, that it h^d fomething of Sir Godfrey 
Kneller, as well as of Sir Peter Lrfy. — The flower- 
piece is very good, (b far as relates to the flowers ; 
the dog and parrot abominable, and the grapes very 
exceptionable. I never confidered the two flower- 
pieces at Icheneton with attention enough to caufe a 
preference ; having never any thoughts that eitbet 
would fall to my ihare. I fhall add nothing with 
regard to your choree; but that I iincerely hope yours 
is the better piece. I never heard of Cafteels, I 
own ; nor can I find his name in any of my accounts 
of the painters, though they take in pretty modern 
o'.'.cs : but I can fay this for your comfort, that ii 
lie excelled in anything, it was probably in flowers: 

for 
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for I fee his name at the bottom of thofe flower- 
pieces that I have in water-colours, as the de- 
ligner of them ; and I think the defigns are good. 
Thougli I could wiih neither the Cupid nor the 
fruit-piece had efcaped us, yet is there no blame to 
be laid at your door; at leail fuppofing that you are 
endowed with nothing more than rational conjedure, 
and that you are npt gifted with prophecy. 

And now, having fppken, I think, to moft parts 
of your letter, I proceed to fay a word pr two in the 
way of appendix. Firft then, after ^y^ or {\x weeks 
work of mafons and carpenters, I plainly difcover 
that my houfe is an unfinifhable thing ; — and yet, 
I perfuade myfelf, there will never be wanting a 
room in it, where you may fpend an agreeable day 
with your undoubted friend.-r-Did I ever tell you 
how unfeafonahly the three fiddles ftruck up in my 
grove about an hpur after you left me ; and how a 
fet often bells was heard from my wood the evening 
after ? It might have pafTed for the harmony of fome 
aerial fpirit, who was a well.-wifher to us poor mor- 
tals ; but that I think, had it been fo, it would have 
been addrefled to ^^ better forty and of confequence 
have been heard whilftj^w were here. This by way 
of introdudion to what I am going to tell you. Mr. 
Pixell has made an agreement with his club at Bir- 
mingham, to give me a day's mufic in fome part of my 
walks. The time is not yet fixed ; but, if you were 
an idle man, and could be brought over at a day or 
M 3 two's 
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two^5 nodce, I would give it you* and be in hopes I 
could entertain you very agreeably. 

You cannot think how much you gratified my 
vanity when you were here, by faying, that if this 
place were yours, you thought you fhould be lefe able 
to keep within the bounds of aconomy than myfelfl 
*-God knows, it is pain and grief to me to obferve 
her rules at «//; and rigidly I never can.— How is it 
poffible to pofTefs improveable fcenes, and not wifh to 
improve them ? and how is it poffible, with oecotio- 
my, to be at the expence of improving them upon 
my fortune ? To be continually in fear of excefs in 
perfefting every trilling defign, how irkfome ! to 
be reflr^ned from attempting anyf how vexatious ! 
fo that I never can enjoy my iituation— that is cer- 
tain. — Oeconomy, that invidious old matron ! on oc- 
cafion of every frivolous expence, makes fuch a 
helliih fqualling, that the murmur of a cafcade is ut- 
terly loft to me. — Often do I cry out with Cowley, 

** O rivers ! brooks ! when, when in ji!^^;, fhall I 
" Myfelf, eas'd oi un-peaceful thoughts,, efpy ! 
« O woods and groves I when, when ihali I be 

**madc 
** The happy tenant of your ihade I" 

Paper fails; abruptly therefore, but &icer8l}r 
and affe^ionately, 

I am, dear Sir,- 

Yours> 
W. SHBNSTcmnr. 

LX. To 
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LX. To C W , Efq. 

Dear Sir, The Leafowes, Sept. 9, i7$o. 

PR AY, is lazinels an excttfe for not writing } 
Tell me.— However, if it be fo, 1 am afraid I 
ihall want an excufe for lazinefs : like the philofo- 
pher, who, fuppofing the world might reft upon a 
tOrtoife's back, found himfelf no lefs embarrafled 
for a pedeftal to fupport his torfoife. I have, indeed, 
been pretty bufy at home in raifing a pool-dam, and 
liare interchanged a few rifits with fuch of my ac- 
quaintance as live within three miles. — What then ? 
— I abominate all excufes that are grounded upon 
the bulinefs or amufements of an idle man— as if 
fuch a perfon's time was fo wholly filled up, that 
he could not find half an hour to write a line to his 
friend. It is beft to acknowledge lazinefs at firft, 
and that there are particular intervals, when one si 
much lefs difpofed to write even a few lines than at 
others ; and then, as to lazinefs, one has nothing to 
do but to plead human frailty ; which, if a pcrfon 
has not too many frailties befides, may perhaps be 
indulged him. However, •* Veniam petimufque, 
" damnfque," will not fail to weigh with every good- 
natured man. The chief dealing I have with Harris 
the Jew is, for the intelligence which he brings me 
concerning you and Mrs. W— ; but it fcldonii 
M4 
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amounts to much more than that you are well, and in 
your garden. 

He is an Ebrew Jew, or he would tell me you 
had purchafed a couple of genteel horfes, or a chaife 
and pair, and were coming over to The Leafowes to 
fpend a week with me. 

Nevertheless, I hope to fee you foon; but en 
pajfant I afTure you, I fhall go in about a month to 
Mr. Jago's, and from thence to Mr. Miller's; who, 
I believe I told you, was here, with Mr. Lyttelton, 
Lady Aylefbury, Colonel Conway, &c. I think I 
never anfwered your query concerning Colonel 
Lyttelton.-— He is the fame perfon that you remem- 
ber, and your prpphecy concerning him has been 
literally accomplifhed. He is a man of courage, 
genius, generofity, and politenefs; has been for- 
tunate in the world ; was made, a Colonel at about 
fix and twenty; dillinguifhed himfelf in fevera) 
campaigns; married the Duchefs of Bridgewater; 
and had the other day about fixteen thoufand pounds 
left him by Cojonel Jefferies, a very diftant rela- 
tion. He has a feat, and fpeaks, in the Houfe of 
Commons ; has bought a town and country-houfe^ 
the latter of which he is ornamenting in the modem 
way. His Duchefs the mofl unceremonious even- 
tempered woman that lives. — So enjoy the fpirit of 
prophecy, and exert it again.— It nteds little morQ 

than 
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than good fenfe. Which of the hiftorians is it, that 
foretold in his hiftory a very remarkable feries of 
events, by dint of this alone, and which were all 
accompliflied ? Let me know what you are doing 
now. Have you repaired the farm-houfe you talked 
of ?p— and have you remembered to make the man a 
couple of good large niches in his chimney-comer, 
where he and his family may fpend a more com- 
fortable evening than was ever fpent by any firft. 
minifler in Chriftendom — perhaps alfo con verfe more 
to the purpofe ? You tell me nothing of your Mr. 
Jago, Seignior Benedid, the new-married man. 
—Tell him to leave his wife and family for a day or 
two, faddle his mule, and come over to The Lea- 
fowes.— -Tell him, all pleafures are heightened by a 
little difcontinuance. — Tell him, did I fay ? — how 
can you for ihame advife him fo contrarily to your 
pwn practice ? 

Believe me, dear Sir, 

Very faithfully yours, 

W. Sbsnstovi. 
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LXI. To the fame. 

The Lcafow^, 
Dear Sir, Ndv. i, ijs^. 

IT neter cati be thait I owd yoii fdr three letters ; 
as to two, 1 will agretf with you ; one that 1 
received together with my books, irid the other 
foott after; but that 1 am indebted for more than 
thefe— . 

«* Credat Judaeus Apclla, 
« Non ego *." 

Even that fame *' Judaeus Apella" who affords mc 
this very opportunity of fending my compliments 
to yoili and Mrs. W— , and of affuriTtg you/ that if 
1 had not purpofed to have f(B«n you, I had wrote to 
you long ago. 

Master Harris talks very refpedlfully of your 
garden ; and we have no difpute, fave only in one 
point — ^he fays, that you labour very hard in your 
vocation ; whereas I am not willing to allow that 
all the work you ever did, or will do in it, is worth 
a lingle bunch of radifhes. However, I dare not 
contradict him too much, becaufe he waits for my 
letter, 

^ The Jew Apclla may believe it — I cannot. 
This is the literal meaning of the paflage; but Horace 
sfet it after the manner of our familiar expreilion ; 
Let who will believe it, I will not. 

How 
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How happy are you, that can hold up yonr fpade, 
and cry, ** Avaunt, Satan !" when a toyman ofFers 
you his deceitful vanities ! Do not you rejoice in- 
wardly, and pride yourfelf greatly in your own phi- 
lofophy ? 

« 'Twas thus — 
** The wife Athenian crofs'd a glittering fair : 
** Unmov'd by tongues and fights he walk'd the 

«* place, 
"Thro' tape, tags, tinfel, gimp, perfume, and 

« lace ; 
** Then bends from Mars's Hill his awful eyes, 
« And, « What a world I never want !" he crici,." 

Parnell. 

Mean time, do not defpife others that can find any 
needful amufement in what, I think, Biinyan very 
aptly calls Vanity Fair ; 1 have been at it many 
times this feafon, and have bought many kinds of 
merchandize there. It is a part of philofophy, to 
adapt one's paifions to one's way of life ; and the 
iblitary nnfocial f^ere in which I move makes me 
think it happy that I can retain a- reliih for fuck 
trifles as 1 can draw into it Mean timer I dare 
not reafon too much upon this Iiedd. Rcafiiab 
like the famous concavr mimmr at FaM 1 
two minntesp vitrify all the Jevr'a 
that it would immediately deftrojr aU I 
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lour, and beauty, of every thing that is not merely 
ufeful. — But I ramble too far, and you do not want 
I'uch fpeculations. My intent, when I fat down, 
was to tell you, that I fhall probably fee you very 
foon, and certainly remain in the mean time, and at 
all times. Sir, 

Your obliged 

and very faithful fervant, 

W. Shenstone. 



LXII, To a Friend, on various Subjedls, 

Dear Mr. - — , 

WITH the utmoft gratitude for the obferva- 
tions which you fent me, and with the 
higheft opinion of their propriety in general, do I 
fit down to anfwer your obliging letter. You will 
not take it amifs, I know, if I fcribble broken hints, 
and trace out little (ketches of my mind, juft as I 
Ihould go near to explain it if I were upon the fpot, 
as often as I think of you, which I beg leave to af- 
fure you happens many times in a day. They fay, 
«* A word to the wife is enough ;" a word, there- 
fore, to a friend Qf under^landing may be fuppofed 

tQ 
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to be fomething more than enough, becaxi^ it is 
probable he is acquainted with three parts of one's 
mind before.— The cenfure you have paiTed upon 
Milton's Lycidas, fo far as it regards the metre which 
he has chofen, is unexceptionably juil; and one 
would imagine, if that argument concerning the 
diftance of tlie rhimes were prefTed home in a pub- 
lic ellay, it Ihould be fufficient to extirpate that kind 
of verfe for ever. As to my opinion concerning the 
choice of Englifh metre, [ dare not touch upon the 
fubjed; and I will give you my reafon: I began 
upon it in a letter which I intended for you about a 
month ago; and I foon found that I had filled 4 
fheet of paper with my differtation, and left no room 
for other things which I had more mind to commu- 
nicate. Befide, I found it fo blotted that I did not 
chufe tp fe»d it.fN^nd as the, fubjed is fo extremely 
copious, I fliall decliiie it entirely* till talking may 
prove as elFedlual as 'ic'r/>>5!^".*— As 'fo 
with regard to my publications, I believe it to be 
juft, and fliall, in all probability, purfue it. — I am 
afraid, by your account, that Dodfley has publiflied 
my name to " The School-miftrefs." I was a good 
deal difpleafed at his publiihing that poem without 
my knowledge, when he had fo many opportunities 
of giving me fome previous information ; but, as he 
would probably difregard my refentment, I chofe 
to ififle it, and wrote to him diredlly upon the re- 
ceipt of yours, that I would be gla^ to furniih hinj 

with 
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wiA an improved copy of '* The School-miftrefs/* 
$cc. for his fecond edition. He accepts it with fome 
complaifance, defires it foon; and I am at a fault 
to have die opinion of my friends* what alterations 
er additions it will be proper to infert. I have 
icribhled a copy, which I fend this day to Mr. 
Graves and Mr. Whiftler ; but I am greatly fearful 
I fhall not receive dieir criticifms time enough, and 
I (haU have the fame longing for yours. A journey 
to Whitchurch, which I have long propofed, might 
ttnite aH t^efe advantages ; and I heartily wi(h I 
may be aUe to effedl it without inconvenience. If 
I go thither, I call ok you. 

lam, 

ever and entirely, yours, 

W. Shenstone. 



LXIIL To die fame. 

The Leafoi*'e>?, 
Dear Sir, Mar. i8, 1751. 

WH AT a ftupid £oci was I, to (hew you thofe 
letters of my friend Graves, wherein he de- 
clares himfelf fo freely againfta regular corre- 
ipondenoel Seethecffedtsofit! You have taken im- 
mediate advantage of his example, and I mufl never 
moreexpeft an aniwer to any letter that I fend you^ 

in 
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in lefs tkftn lialf a century. I wjpte t9 you after 
I came hornet to t^ank you fpr idl your kindnefs 

at I , &C.; hu not a fyllaMe have I been aWc 

to irceive from yoo^ or a ivoird tbat X coujd hear 
concembg yoo. I CQuld> Lourfiver, very cafiiy con- 
vince you, that Mr. Graves (your precedent) is not 
altogether fo hardened an offender as you may ima- 
gine. His laft letter is a veiy afFedlionate recan- 
tation. I ineioTe that part o£ it which regards 
Mr. F-«^. 

What « mmbarof (chemes are irreparably bro- 
ken by the fiidden death of the prince of Wales ! 
Yours, «ny good friend, which feems to be deilroyed 
amongH the reft, has, I thiuik, of late given you no 
iblicitude. Your intereft in Mr. N— will r.cmain 
the fame, I fiippofe; and if he would but ferv« you 
V nearer home, I wUl have no fort of quarrel with him 
that he did not tranfplant you into Cornwall. — It is 
at iea£b ibme gratification to a perfon's ielf-love> 
when one finds the more amhitms hopes of more of- 
firing people as liable to be fuddenly extinguiflied 
as on<e's own. However, the deadi of the Prince 
gave me a good deal of concern, though it no way 
atficfbed my particular intereil, as he had ati the hu-» 
mane, aiFable, and generous qualities, which could 
recommend him to one's ajgi^i^n. 



J 
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Mr. Graves has fent me two copies of verfes : 
One on Medals, to Mr. Walker ; and the other, on 
the late McmoirJs of the London Heroines, Lad/ 
V — — , Mrs. Pilkington, and Mrs. Phillips. Both 
good in their way, which you (hall fee when you 
come over. 

Have you feen the firft books of** The Scrible- 
•* riad," by Mr, Cambridge ?— The ** Verfes writ- 
** ten in a Country Church-yard ?" — Mr. W. 
Whitehead's «* Ode to the Nymph of Briftol 
f Spring ?"— or, what ha*ue you icen ?— You live 
infinitely more in the world than I do; who hear 
nothing, fee nothing, do nothing, and am nothing. 
Remedy this unhappinefs, by fending me fbmewhat 
that may roufe my attention.— I mull except what 
I hear from my Lady Luxborough, who indulges 
me now and then with a letter in French. 
• 

If yoo fhould think this letter more than ufually 
iluil, you muil know, that, fince I faw you, I have 
hten generally difpirited; till about a fortnight ago 
I found fome nervous difprders that I greatly dif- 
liked, and upon examination was told I had a ner- 
vous fever. For this I have been taking faline 
draughts and bolufles, and i^fe I am fomething bet- 
ter ; though I am far from welL I would not in- 
deed have written to you at this time, but I chofe 
iM>t to defer fending the inclofed poftfcript. — You 

who 
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who have (hared many of my happiefi hours, will 
excufc the produce of a more than ordinarily dull 
one. 

Mrs. Arnold comes up to enquire after my health, 
and wifhes I may get better, that I may ftir out and 
fee the fretty creatures in the hanu It feems, ihe has a 
cow or two that have calved iince I kept my room* 

Why fhould I prolong a letter that has ho kind 
of chance to afford you any amufement ? Make my 
compliments to Mrs. n— ■■ , and believe me to be 
ever moil affediionately 

Yours, 

W. Shenstone. 

I HAVE jttft taken and figned a leafe for life of 
the terrace beyond my wood, for which I am to pay 
annually ihe fum of one fhilling. — Am ndt I a man 
of great worldly importance, to purchafe ground and 
take leafes thus ?-i-What matters it whether the ar- 
ticles ^i2X/ecur€ the premifes to me would alfo cover 
them or not ? 

M V fervice to Mr. F-^-t ;— -why will he hot come 
and Ipend a week with me ?— ^I think you cannot 
both be abfent at a time. 
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The Leafowes, 
if€iT Mr. GraVri; F***. 1^, 17-50.1. 

SrN C J! t receivedyoui^letltfi', I hkVt hcen a w^k 
at W— . I Believe I may hav6 toM you, that 
I never tvas fend of thaf plate'. Thefe is too much 
trivial elegance^ too much punctilio for me; and 
perhaps, as you expfefs it, tOO itltfch fpeculation. 
But I was fearful I might entirely lofe iSlf. WMfflerV 
acquaintance, if I did not mak6 an efFoft onc^ ht 
live years to return his vifit. Befides, I ftiOttld hav^ 
had no hopes of feeiYig dim at The Leafowes here- 
after ; and I am extremely defirous of feeing both 
him and you here, having made many alterations 
which I do not undcrt^e but with an eye to the 
approbation of my more ingenious friends ; but he 
feems, to my great furprissc, to renounce the thing 
called tafie in buildings, gardensj &c. is grown 
weary of his own little embeiliihments at W— , ttA 
longs to fettle in London for the greater part of his 
time. This, I believe, he would put in execution 
immediately; but that he thinks it might give feme 
uneafinefs to his mother, if heihould quit the houfe 
that fhe with fo much difficulty obtained for him. 
/ too am fick of the word tafte ; but I think the 
thing itfelf the only proper amhitioriy and ^t/peci^c 
pleafure of all who have any Ihare in the faculty of 
imagination. I need not mention my reafons; yon 

Vi^ill 
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will fopn, conceive them, An4 kQiY^yer the cafe 
be> there is one l>r^M;K:h of it which fo tpt^ eipi- 
giofles the perfons with whom I princip^jily con- 
verfe« that I was ^floniihed tq hear hi» fpeak even 
with indifference concerning the rf inning tafte ior 
mrai decorations. I corid ill forbear tilling Mr. 
WhilUer, that he was now littrnif/ ^ bea« ip a bawd' 
box ; but the freedom might have given more ofr 
fence than the joke was worth. He has improved 
the place extremely; but I do not like his colon- 
nades. You know> nothing of that kind is tplera* 
ble» unlefs regularly executed in iloiie : that is one 
thing. Another isu that colonnades are ornaments 
which will not i^e^ to be very Jmhutive. Mr. — — • 
(whofe houfe only I faw) has been at the expence 
of a large cornice round it> in moft elaborate brick- 
work ; but with regard to his ftucco-work wtUu 
doorsy he is quite extrofuagant.'^^l mention thefe 
things upon a fuppo£tion that you may like to 
hear any thing that regards the place ; but indeed 
they are fo mighty trifling, that I ought to doubt 
my fuppofitien. I fupped with Mr. P— —t's fa- 
mily once at Mr. W*-— *s> and once at Mn W-r-'s, 
and all was mighty well ; only I happen to have 
a violent averiicm to card-playing, and at W— — 
I think they do nothing elfe: fo that, on account 
of my ignoraiice at quadrillei or any creditable 
game, I was forced to lofe my money, and two 
evenings out of my fttven> at Pope Joan with Mr. 

N 2 P— 's 
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P " ■ *s children. Mr. W , to make me 

amends, invited me to breakfaft, and fhewed me 
your verfcs. I aflure you, you have no occafion for 
a better advocate than Mr. W— ; whether with re- 
gard to Yai judgmtnt, or his zeal in behalf of the 
fubjeft, the verfes, or the poet. I would fairi have 
obtained a Copy ; but he did not care to give one 
without your commiflion. I hope you will oblige 
me fo far. I like them very much ; the fubjefl 
is genteel, and the verfes eafy and elegant. We 
agreed upon one or two different readings ; and one 
flanza that cdnc^rns cards fhould^ I think, be cor- 
refted. Not that I would have you lefs fevere upon 
cards neither; I was even glad to find, that you 
gave them fo little quarter. I fometimes thought 
that Mr. W— ^'s feeming fbndnefs for them was a 
kind of contre-cctur, — Be that as it will, his ob- 
jedion to the ftanza, as well as mine, was folely 
foi^nded on the verification, not the fentiment. I 
liked his Latin verfes ; but they do not interfere 
with yours. Send me a copy, and confine my ufe 
of it by what limitations you pleafe. . My reigning 
toy at prefent is a pocket-book; and I glory as 
much in fiimiihing it with the verfes of my ac- 
quaintance, as others would with bankrbiUs. I did 
not know when I went to W— , but I nught have 
heard Mrs* G— accufed of certain ^ueftions touching 
their law (I mean of forms and ceremonies ;) but I 
did n9t. On the contrary^ I had the fatisfadion of 

hearing 
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hearing her perfon^ her temper^ and her underfland-p 
ing» much commended; but this I did not want: 
the delicacy of your tafle is equal with me to ft 
thoufand commendations. Mrs. W is really £> 
much altered by her indifpofition^ that I, did nol 
know her. She talks of going to Bath this feafon ; 
—I talked of it too, and wifti it of all e^thly things. 
You muft know, I could not have come to Claver- 
ton inftiod of going to W-<-> as I did not determine 
on the expedition at home ; but at a friend's hoQr^> 
where I was betwixt twenty and thirty n>iles oa oiy 
way thither. Befides, I, would allow myfelf more 
time when I turn my face towards Bath, than I 
could this winter. Your invitation, as it is very 
obliging, fo it has many concurring circumflances to 
recommend it at this time. I want io recover my 
health, which muft be recovered by Bath,or ;r^i$/>ff t 
I want to have you read fomc trifles of mine, which 
muft be ratified by you, on/w omi but principally* 
and above all, do I long to fee you, my old fiien<^ 
and Mrs. G— , whom I expeft you fhould render 
my new one.— I am obliged for your charitable en- 
deavours to fupport my fpirits. Your company 
would do it efFedlually, but fcarce any thing lefs, in 
*{vinter. Solitary life, limited circumftances, a phleg- 
matic habit, and difagreeable events, have given me 
a melancholy turn, that is hardly diflipated by the 
moft ferene Iky ; but in a north-eaft wind is quite 
intolerable. After a long ftate of this kind* upon 
N 3 every 
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eVery adcefs of amafement, one is apt to think it is 
not rigit to be liappy ; that it is one of WoUaflon's 
implicit lyes$ a treating things contrary to what 
ikey de/ir<vt»^^i/aT fituation at Cbtverton is ad- 
fmreJl hy itioft {M5ci(>)e; and, if yoo coald coimedl 
fome Ktd^ matter in the neighboiirhdod, w6uld be 
88 fiMly cAviedt 

It is iKfw titgh dnse to releofe yba.-^Thb is not 
ft letfier, but an di6. I defire my compHments to 
Mrs. 0-^> and ain affbdi6tiate)y and inTariably 

Yours, 

W. SHENSTONBf 

As I muft now ufe a frank, I will fend you a few 
infcriptions : yo^r imagination will fiipply the 
fcenery, on which what merit they may have de- 
pends. There *were different readings in the firft 
copy, of which I beg your o]Hniont 

Stanza the firR. 
« At leail this calm fequefler'd fhade 
** Ambition never dares invade 
«Nb,&c. 
•' !But ihuns, &c.*' 

'Stanza die foond. 
*' Hither 'the plaintive Bdlcyon hies, 
•* AvcSding an the race that flies." 

Mv 
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My .defign was only to convey Cove pleafing i^^^s 
of things, which, though proper to the^l^ce^ a per- 
fon .might not chance to fee th^re once in t>vcnty 
times. Mr, -Lyttelton and h^dy ,Ayleibury .wc£^- 
ttaied me jto ^ive .them copies, thoi;gh they probabty 
did it out of complaifance only:. J ^ave them in 
the jDEnner I fend them you. I J\ope j^^k ha^ve not 
(entirely 4rQpt your love .for rural ^fcenes, of wj^ich 
you were once fo fond. I will^allow yo.ur taile fpr 
med^ tO:preponderate.<— I beg, dear. Sir, you.weul.d 
jiegle^ no opportunity of calling o^Mne-rrrl will conxe 
to ClavertQn when I can. 



LXV. To a Friend. 

The Le^Qwes, 
Bear.Mr. G— , Sept. 17, 1751. 

I /AM vary.fenfibly pbliged. to you for the diligone 
AsA-fxpei/itiou whloh you have ihewn in an£w^- 
:ii)g*my.kite'requeil; I. cannot ^^el the- very, ^er^d^xr 
•ji^.of frieadihip,(a be at^alLaba^d ifi ji)e.l>y.,o^r 
itongibpaj^^tien; i|or wilLit ataiiy time be pcj^bk^ 
ifliould, fo long as'I.r^G^ve. iii^h teiilfflDnies of .y9))r 
uh^itiip^e/s jsad f^^^Hiiy^r^ I^«V» ilOi fort^fi ^- 
-««p|;i«n8:liO'raake 4igaiilft:ll|e;.pj«VMH3e 4^ >S)u 

: w«pe»^^gagfi!4*t .aicl^iA*ip*T»9r?*efehtfViiWhi<lh 
XfiU4FP*a^fd. Wbat.yQu laaiftT9»y:fin«^X«i»ion 
N4 of 
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of your independency, you would gain In their idea 
of your merit, genius, and learning; and then you 
had all thofe other advantages/^r V/^.— As to the 
compliments that were paid to Mrs. G — , you have 
fomething of the' fame fort of reafon to te pleafed 
with them, that I have to be pleafed with thofe 
that are given to my place ; which I cbhfider as 
naturally pofleffed of many beauties, each bf them 
brought to light and perfefted through my own 
dSfcemment, care, and cultivation. And then your 
pleafure ought to be fo much greater than rtine, 
as you have a nobler fubjeft to enjoy.— Mrs. G — 
has too much fenfe to objeft againft the freedom of 
this fimilitude^ 

I CANNOT help adding a few flrokes to your 

pidlure of Mrs. S— . I think her an extremely y«- 

ferficial female-pedant: for, after an interval of 

many years fince I firft converfed with her at Mr. 

— — 's, I found her converfation turn folely upon the 

fame topic s^ definitions ^ and quotations, I beKcvc^ I 

could eaiily cnotfgh Tiave recommended myfelf to a 

jfreater degree of Iter favour: but her vanity and 

afFeAaflohs were beyond what I could bear.-^Your 

itctouht of i— :— is very pi^lurefque; axid agreeable 

W thbid^a I ^ways had of him : but I believe that 

•^ea was perfeftedbyiwhiat obferVatiotts I madfe when 

'I had fomc of his teompafty at Londoh.«-There wis 

'^'fom^Sthing accbnntkble enough to md ia thieir bur- 

lefc[uing 
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lefqidhg Mr. L— 's monody. He is, you know, 
engaged in a party ^ and iiis poem ^though an ex- 
traordinary fine cofaipofidon) was too tender for tte 
paWit ear. It Aould have been printed privately, 
and'a number of copies difperfed only among their 
friebdfr and acquaintance; — -but even fo it Would 
have been republifhed ;— and it was too good to 
fii|j>prefe. I wi(h the burle^uers of fuch ingenuous 
profdfions could be punilhed, conMently withEng- 
liih liberty. *« Where were ye, Mufes, &c.'* is imi- 
tated from Milton, and taken by Milton ^m Theo^ 
critus. I write Greek wretchedly j but you will re- 
mien^ber the paiTage, 
■ '■ ."i i . ' . ' • ■ 

' I HI A R o, once -before, it was btfrlefqued under 
the title of " An Elegy on the Death of a favourite 
"Cat;" but the bnrlefque will die, and the poem 
win furvive. — You tell me, *' The author of Pere- 
'* grine Pickle fays, if you will flatter Mr. Lyttel- 
^*'ton well, he will at lad make you a Middlefex 
« Juftice;" and it happened oddly that> whilft I 
was reading your letter, a neighbour told me I was 
put in the commiffion of the peace. I have never 
received a fingle line from Mr, Whiftlcr, and I be- 
lieve my journey to W — has given the final blow 
to our friendihip. Pray was not Mr. Blandy fome 
relation of theirs, or only their attorney ? The af- 
fair is uncommonly (hocking; and I fancy the^- 

fiutne 
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;«iMMtf (accounts tkat Mr. W— fctidnycm willJierQa'» 
jieus^nfscdotiesiat Bath.^-*! j(uppQie youhave paioud 
^0iir loom with oU-cola(urt>.ami made k iM^fhaod* 
^cDne.—- 1 drew out a feftoen smdc^npi^daliipflie tisie 
i|g)0» lor a;p^Qnel oyer li^n. P-*->:p|iAmney:; kit they 
fenew 90t wikat to make:of;then»9.4al> asdMdrO^ly 
(the ;feftoon ejiecuted miftone c6krtMr,'by ja.c^mnyMi 
^ftiater; yowrs is be^r^ and^in xhwB&Qu --tli^wi/ii 
^iegfoe tiu>i^tfn}galrthan you.; forrj.only ufe (q^)c- 
Jime^fanul^ther'btue.or yello>y^A:iid,*to t»ke itw^y 
•^tdbjefUDn-Whichl have^iowhi^'VMlk* . : 

I PAID a vifit to Mr, Lytt^ton»'therf}>«M\,|^. 
fince he came down ; but had little of their com- 
pany, 'for they thought Sir "Thomas was flying : 
JiDwever^ ^y AiaparaJlded.fb'eagthjpf ^onfUt^tiion,^ 
4ie Ui^fred. in violent 'pam tillrlail Satufday,;wben 
ihe died, V9r^r^ much tainented. He .had ^good omtiif- 
.MpaUSy^well.impiioved by reading modem writer^ 
juodby tlie:^kiiowIe(|lge.of the»world: extremely pru- 
^dwt, rGOfiiider<ate> .humaiieii ! polite,,and charitablo.-^ 
rl^ave juml^ed ius-moreobvious' qualities, tqgether, 
^tharyou maynotthii^I am^iufitrpi^g the proviat^e 
^ef <a newa4nian. Sir GeOrge wUl rlafe no tl^ie in 
.baitdiog a Blew houfe^'or doing ivhat is more i^i^an 
r#^»i'V4i/rfrr toithe old one. 

Iw AUTmyimffatisn to comegmfftediately to.C-^. 
.JThid is ramelflncholy /&5^.iyithfa>ftidway6 ; r whe- 
ther 
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filer it be owing to the Scenes I fee, or to the cfSed 
of haxy tides upon an ill-perfplriBg &in.— ^ can lay 
no more tt frefenu than that I moft aidently tlefire 
to fee you, and defire my humble fervice to Mrs. 
G-^, I have a chalybeate fpring in the middle of 
lay jgretto : what think you of this mibriptioa. 

" FONS PERRVGINEVS 

« DIVAHVM OPTVMAE 

»* SALVTI SACE-fe*.** 

js it antique ? 

I am, dear Mr. G— », 

Your raoft affe^onate 

W,5henston«. 



1/5CVI. To Mr. GRAVES, oh 'the Death of -Mr, 
S'H E N s TONE *^ Brother. 

The LeafowQs, 
Dear Mr. Graves, Feb. 14, 1752. 

"^l^O'U will be amaa&ed at my long iilence; and 

■* it might reafonably excite fome difguft, if my 

%atf^ had {)aired of late in the manner they ufed tb 

do : bat I am not the man I was ; perhaps I never 

* This chalybeate fpring 

is confecrated 

to the health 

of the 
beft of ^oddcfTcs. 



Jhall 
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JhaU be. Alas I my deareft friend 1 I have loft ray 
only brother ! and, fince the fatal clofe of Novem- 
ber, I have had neither peace nor refpite from ago- 
nizing thoughts ! 

You, I think, Yizstfeenmy brother; but perhaps 
had no opportunity of diftinguifhing him from the 
groupe of others wjiom we call good-natured men. 
This part of his charadler wa$ fo vifible in his 
countenance, that he was generally behoved at fight; 
/, who muft be allowed to know him, do a/Ture you, 
that his underftanding was no way inferior to liis 
benevolence. He had not only a found judgment^ 
hut a lively wit and genuine hnmour. As thefc 
were many times eclipfed by his native baihfulnefs, 
fo his benevolence only fuffered by being fhewn to 
an excefs. I here mean his giving top indifcriinV 
nately into thofe jovial meetings of company, where 
the warmth of a focial temper is difcovered with 
leaft referve ; but the virtues of his head and heart 
would foon have fhone without alloy. The foibles 
of his youth were wearing off; and his affection for 
me and regard to my advice, with his own good 
fenfe, would foon have rendered him all that I could 
have wifhed in a fucceffor. I never in my life knew 
a perfon more fincere in the expreffion of his love 
or diflik*. But it was the former that fuited the 
propenfity of his heart ; the latter was as tranfient 
as the flarts of paffion that occafioned it. In fliort, 
with much true genius and real fortitude, he was, 

according 
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according to the Englijh acceptation, y a truly ho- 
" neft man ;*' and 1 think I may alfo add, a truly 
Kngliih charafler : but '< habeo, dixi ? immo habui 
' ** fratrem & amicum, Chreme • !" All this have I 
h^ in him. He is now in regard to this world no 
more than a mere idea ; and tliis idea, therefore, 
tboQgh deeply tinged with melancholy, I mull, and 
fiirely ought to, cheriih and preferve, 

I BELIEVE I wrote you fome account of his illnefs 
laft fpring 5 from which to all appearance he was 
tolerably well recovered. He took the air, and 
vifited about with me, during the warmer months 
of fammer ; but my pleafure was of Ihort duration. 
** Haefit lateri tethalis arundo f 1" The peripneu- 
mony under which he laboured in the fpring had 
terminated in an adhefion of the lungs to the pleura^ 
fo that he could never lie but upon his right fide ; 
and this, as the weather grew colder, occafioned an 
obdruflion that could never be furmounted. 

Though my reafon forewarned me of the event, 
I was not the more pl-epared for it.— Let me not 
dwell upon it.— It is altogether infupportable in 
i^very refpeS : and my imagination feems more af- 
fiduous in educing pain from this occafion, than I 
ever yet found it in adminiftering to my pleafure. — 

• Said I, O Chremes, that I have .'—ah ! rather fay, I bad a 
brother and a friends 

t The deadly ihafc was rooted in his fide. 

This 
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This hurts me to no purpofe — I know it ; and yet 
when I have avocated my thoughts, and fixed them 
for a wiiile upon coromoa amufementSy I fuiFer the 
fame fort of confcioufnefs as if I were guihy of a 
crime* Believe me, this has been the moft fenfibl© 
affli^jon I ever felt in my life ; and you> who know 
my anxiety when I had far lefs reafon to complain, 
will more eafily conceiife it now^ than I am abl^ to 
defcribe it. 

r CANNOT pretend to fill up my paper with my 
ufual fubjedls — I fhould thank you for your remarl^$ 
upon my poetry ; but I defpife poetry : and I might 
tell you of all my little rural improvements ; but I 
hate them. —What can I now expcft from my foli- 
tary rambles through them, but a feries of melan- 
choly reflexions and irkfome anticipations ?— Even 
the pleafure I fliould take in ftiewing them to yQu, 
the greateft they can afford me, muft be now greatly 
inferior to what it might formerly have been. 

How have I proitituted my forrow on occaiiond 
that little concerned me ! I am aQi.amed to think 
of tliat idle " Elegy upon Autujnn>** when I h^ve 
fo much more important caufe to hate and to cp)[i<^ 
demn it ko*w ; but the glare and gaiety of th^ Spring 
is what I principally dread ; when I fhall find aU 
things reflored but my poor brother^ and Ibftetking 
like thofe lines of Milton will run for ever in «y 
thoughts 1 

« Thus, 
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" Thus, withr the year, 
•* Sea/ons return ; but not to iw returns 
*« A brother's cordial fmileV at eve or morn." 

I (hall then fecm to wake from amufements, com- 
pany^ every fort of inebriation with which I have 
been endeavouring to lull my grief afleep, as from 
a dream ; and I fhatt feel as if f were, that tnjtant^ 
defpoiled of all I have chiefly valued for thirty years 
together ; of all my prefent happinefs, and all my 
future profpeds. The melody of birds, which he 
no more mull hear ; the chearful beams of the fun, 
of which he no more muft partake ; every wonted 
plcafure will produce thaty&r/ of pain to which my 
temper is mod obnoxious. Do riot confider this as 
poetry.— -Poetry on fuch occafions is no more than 
literal truth. In tlie prefent cafe it is /§/}; for half 
tkc tefidernefs I feel is altogether ihapelefs and in- 
expreflible. 

After all, the wifdom of the world may perhaps 
efteem me a gainer. Ill do they judge of this event, 
who think that any fhadow of amends can be made 
for the death of a brother, and the diiappointmcnt 
of all my fchemes, by the acceffion of fomc fortune, 
whkh I never can enjoy ! 

This is a monrnful narrative : I will not, there* 
fore, enlarge it.-«Amongfl all changes and chancest 
I often think of you ; and prj^ there may be no 

fufpicion 
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fufpicion or jealoufy betwixt us daring the reft of 
our lives. 

I am, dear Sir, 

moft afFe£lionately yours, 

W. Shenstone. 



LXVII. To C— W— , Efq. 

ALAS! dear Mr. W— ! the terrible event has 
■"^ happened I I have loft the beft of brothers; 
and you are to pity, Qot to condemn, your unfortu- 
nate correspondent. 

About the middle of November I had prepared 
a letter for you, which lies now amongft my papers* 
At that time, amidft all my appreheniions, I had 
fome hopes to fupport me ; but before I could fend 
it, my fituation was greatly altered, and the month 
did not wholly expire, till it had effeftually rendered 
me the moft wretched of mankind. 

Thus much it Was neceflary I ihould tell you; 
you will pardon me, if I do not defcend any farther 
into an account of merit that is loft, and of forrow 
which is too apt to revive of itfelf. Be aiTured, it 
ia to me a Idfs which the whole world cannot com- 
penfate ; and an afHidiOn which the longeft time I 
can live will not be able to erafe. 

Yet; 
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Vou faid, you would let Mafter W— come and 
fpcnd a few days with me. — I befeech you do.— It 
will be fome relief to me; and, God knows> I have 
occafion enough for every aflifiauce that can be drawn 
from correipondence, company, or amufement. 

You, Sir, I prefume, proteed in the innocent re- 
. crcatioiis of your garden, and thofe may at leaft 
. prove a balance for any fmall difquiets that attend 
you. If greater ills befal you, you have perfons near 
you to alleviate them— a wife, family, viiitahts male 
and female, friends in abundance, and a table fuf- 
.fidently hofpitable to attrad even your enemies. 
With me the cafe is otherwife. What I have un- 
dergone this winter, may you never feel fo much 
as in appreheniion ! 

Believe mei my fnendi 

^fFedionately and invariably ydursi 

IX Kai. March 

MDCCLII. W. ShSNSTPNE* 



LXVm. To die fame. 

Dedr Mr. W— ; July 22, 1752. 

ID O not know why I made you a promife of a 
pretty long letter. What I now write will be but 
a moderate otic, both in regard to length and flile ; 
Vol. III. O yet 
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'y^t wrife 1 mUft,/flif WdHim'J''hc^Uilf,'^tLd ybtiTiave 
'brought tour-pence 'exp^iite 'UJ)6n ydlfffiflf fer a 
parcel biF rionfenfe, ihd*to'*nb itfi^ii^r df pilrpbfe. 
This is hot toutblbgy/you'ihVdl ohkUrt; 'for liOli- 
fenfe fometimes ahdvers ' Very 'Cdttfidefaible pliiTpofes. 
—In love, it is eloquence itfelf.— In friendfhip, 
fhefelbre, by all 'the Yiiles of fdUni logic, ybu*muft 
ailbw'it to'be fbmdthing; What I cinft'btfay, «'ttfe- 
'«* queo mbriirra'^, % 'Mtio tantum'*;'' ^e 'p^- 
cipal part bf 'a'<JdrY^fJ)btMtert<ie betvvixt Wo idle'liifen 
cbnfif!s"iii t>Vb lftit)6ittht enquiries-^^at "We 'do, 
and Tibw we So ; Vut as 'all pcfflbhs Otfght to |;iVfe'{k- 
'ftsfaSironWore •th^y';^i>*ea'to recfeiVe it,I imto 
tell'you in thie firft place,^th^t^y b\vh^tfjilth is'to- 
*Ierably gooii, or ratKe'r vvteAt Ptiitftt •eall'gobd,'b^lh'g, 
I think, much better than it hJis^b^Siifhis tail half- 
year.— —Then as tOttdling my occttprftion, alas ! 
" Othello^s occupation's ^ne I" I neither read nor 
write aught beiides a few letters; and I give myfelf 
up entirely to fcenes of diffipatioh^! ^btttagfe'at toy 
tbr^'Dudrey's for near a week togeth^fjltfaikfe "din- 
ners ; accept of invitations ; fit up till three o'clock 
in the morning with young fprightly married women, 
over white portftfHd H^fh ^^faj^itmi -*iiE^ble over my 
fields ; iiTue out orders to my hay -makers ; foretel 
rain and fair weather ; enjoy the fragrance of*hay, 
the cocks, and the wind-roWs ; admtre'fhit tfhi>«Br- 
Tal'Iavvn which is prdduced: by fee f<5ythe;'{5iWfetlmes 

* I know not howHo defer ibe^ I incrdy-feel it. 

infpe^l. 
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fometlmes paper my walisi and at other 1^19^6 jpf 
ceilings ; do e^ery focial of^ce that ^s in my way, 
but never feek out for any* 

" Sbd vos quid tandem ? quae circumvolitas agilis 
«*thyma? non tu corpus eras fine pe6lore. Non 
•* tibi par vum ingenium, non Incultuffl eft-* t^ in 
(hort, what do you ? and how do you do ? — that is 

M.' • " ' '' ■ ' ' ^ '•-''■ • '■■■ "^ 

T'^^?!^' PKf lyoung pupil, your Ton, he mufl by all 
tOfmier cfineans fend me a Lat\&i^|t^: a0flq^he 

4^i*^ .^y 4ii9^t m ftim^ ^ Mf^ l^ »^k^ 

mill qngage it fli^ 1^ /^S^^v^^i ^^m g^aqpHlI^. 
Tjftther ,^ 5I g(4|^ ^Aw^ '*i6 4ay, ^ ^vp 
<**TOp^b<>r«*^^is3gi^ B^VSWfeM^ CwniP*'" 

All this lodks like extrem.e jollity ; but is diis 
^e true Hate of the cafe^ or may 1 not more prd« 
perly aj^y the 

*« 5pem ^\^ifltu fiqijilat, p5^t^t^i|m ..^ordc 4p- 
"to^qn^f^' 

• -But what IS your employfticnt ? ^Wherc do you Dintl>ly 
rovef^-i/Vou arenat ;i'body wit]M)Ut »«foul— T'Our geniusvis 
fieitbor.vw^jicir.uocol^ivated, 

iOa.g)3pd (jit yeii^foD.lhaU I,4inf9 
And quaff my iiU of g^'rous .wine. 
X « Gay fmi^nj^ Hope upc^ his vifage.playSy 
"' While deep Afflrdlion on his vitals preys." 

O z Accept 



196 MR. SHEKStONfi*S 

Accept thb Ithwl in die place of a letter^ and 
believe me 

Ever moft affeftipnately yours, 

W. Shenstone. 



LXIX. To Mr. G— , on the Receipt of his Piaurc. 

Thehafowes, 

Dear Mr. G^, oa. 3, 1751. 

I AM very unfeignedly afliamed to refleft how long 
it is iince-I received your prefent, and how much 
longer it is fince I received your letter. I have 
been refolving to write to you almofl daily ever iince 
you left me ; yet have fboliflily enough permitted 

. avocations (of infinitely lefs importance than your 
corrcfpondence) to interfere with my gratitude, my 
intereft, and my inclination. What apology I have 
to make, though no way adequate to my negligence, 

" is in Ihort as follows. After the receipt, of your 
letter, I deferred writing till I could fpeak of the 

. arrival of your piaure.— This did not happen till 
about a month or five weeks ago, when I was em- 
barraffed with mafons, carvers, carpenters, and com- 
pany, all at a time. And though it were idle enough 
to fay, that I could not find ane vacant hour for my 
purpofe, yet in truth my head was fo confufed by 
thcfe multifarious diHraftions, that I could have writ- 
ten 
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ten nothitig fatisfadory either to myfilfoTycH : no- 
thing woith a iingle ptnnjf, fuppoiing the poftage 
were to coft you no more. The. workmen had not 
ftmfoed my rooms a minute> whenLady Luxborongb, 
Mrs. Daviesx and Mr. Outing arrived, and ^vt fer- 
vants and a Jet of horfes, to flay wit|i me for (bme 
Ume. After a nine days vifit, I returned with them 
to Barrels, where I continued for a week; and whi- 
ther (by the way) I go again with .lx>rd Dudley in. 
about a fortnight's time. Other xompany filled up. 
the interftices of my fummer ;. and; I ^ppe ipy dear 
friend will accept of this apdogy foi^ {^ long a chafm 
of filence, during which \ h^ve been uaifqrmly at 
his fervice, and true to tha( inviolable friendibip 
I fhall ever bear him». 

I PROCEED now to thank you ior xkit^diftinBion 
you fhew me* in fending me your pifkur^: I do it 
\tTj iincerely. It is afTuredly a ilrong likeoiefs, as 
my Lady Luxborough with all her fervants that have 
feenyou pronounce, as well as I; consequently more 
valuable to k friend than a face he does not know* 
though it were one of Raphael's. The finile about 
the mouth is bad; as it agrees but ill with the 
gravity of the eyes, and as a fipUe ever i^ little 
outre has a bad eiFeft in a pidure where it is conftant, 
though it may be ever fo graceful in ^ perfon where 
it is tranfitory. However, this m^y be altered, when 
{ can meet with a good painter. I have no Qther 
O 3 objedion. 
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hair, 1 thii^f iii gjd&d ; ttnd «hd coit alidlwnd 
wiiy ^ic4^ej^6 jllabte. 1 have ghren it ail the adm 
ttge I 6aiif : k tto a' gcM llghti and maker psm 

AIr. "Wltffttey a^ I are turn upon good teil 
aM fw^^r ti^4e fHendt^r letters lunrv httn iht 
<fHhg^ BaR^iHt 110. He prefles iho to came 
W&kahSr^y ziki I hM to cotne over to The L 
Ibtir^i bif^ Wihter cometh, when no maii < 
VHit^««^Tiif^ d^ite h adjufted bf tim, whM 
±t6 afgt&ig it hf estf^iUMihH^^l^Kf uncomli 
event in moft fublunary projeda^ ! 

t Jl6 V Ltlibdfotfgk fiid Very extnoniinarythi] 
iii ^^edfMri. Q^, a^r yon left in at Ban-e 
jf€t I ftld^lrdlf b^lkv^ ti» tuott than (he defen 
1 t66]ietiter>be^ df fli^^t^ heryddfktttrher^, 
it iiitliii^ i a«l»plkn#nt tei hev whidi I thou; 

ii< ^ ]^a^ tf |;ent«S) ftftd h«r fi-kiid. 

&uki^G idi^ftbftlu^ rvEfem^i' (whel-eih I h; 
(teti nineh cbStpzT^ ehfter ^fe ^ d% Lord Di 
fey^s), I ha^ bein ^liiM»ft cdh0Mtly eftgi^ed b < 
fcdttfintHsd fceAb idfjoifif^. I endiavoiited tb f 
^itofftbitt foch foitoFdJffipafi^n; and) ii4teft 1 1 

01 



once giren in to it, I was obliged to proceed ; as, 
they fay» is the- ^afe when, per^s difguife their 
£ices with paint. Mine was a fort o( painting applied 
to my temper — ^' Spem vultn fimolare, premere 
^ acram cordc dolorenu" And the. moment I kft it 
9£ my (mi1 appeared agai« s^ haggard ^fo-lona^ 
Ify comply has r^yw: deferted. me; tt^^fptee^'fogfi 
(plIgi^L t0 rife; aad dK^. terriJbU incidei^ 9^^ wiar 
lev levive apace in my memory. This is my ftate 
•f mind* while I write yon thefe few Ui^s l ye^ \ 
Aank God, my health is not much 9mb» 

I DID not forget my promife of a box, &c. to 
Mn. Gr^-b I had a dozen fent me, one 9» tw^ of 
wiuch I could haire liked, h%d they ^leen better 
fad/bed^ They were of a good oys^, wbitfr eoame^ 
witk flowers, &c. but horribly |^t, ^ad not accu- 
satdy painted. I beg my beft iervice to her, and 
win make a freft eflay. My deareft friend, accept 
tUs awkward letter for the pie(enL^— In a few pofts 
I win write again. — ^Believe me yours fipom ^ bot- 
tom €imy iboL 

W. Shenstoke. 

I wit L fend yon a label for made-wine^ alter my 
own plan. It is enamel, -with grapes, fliepherd's 
pipe, &c The motto « vik de paisax.'' 
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LXX. To Mr. Jaco. 

The Leafowes, 
Dear Mr. Jago, Nov. 15, 1751. 

COULD I with convenience mount my horfe, 
and ride to Harbury this indant, I ihoul<i 
much more willingly do fo than begin this letter. 
Such terrible events have happened to us, fince we 
faw each other laft, that, however irkfome it may 
be to dwell upon them, it is in the fame degree un« 
natural to fubftitute any fubjedl in their place. 

I DO fincerely forgive your long filence, my good 
friend, indeed I do ; though it gave me uneafinefs. 
I hope you do the fame by mine. I own, I could 
not readily account for the former period of yours, 
any otherwife than by fuppofing that I had faid or 
done fomething, in the levity of my heart, which 
had given you difguft ; but being confcious to my* 
felf of the moft fin cere regard for you» and believing 
it could never be difcredited for any trivial iiuuU 
vertencies, I remember, I continued itill in expecr 
tation of a letter, and did not dream of writing tiO 
fuch time as I had received pne,^ J truiled you { 
would write at laft\ and tjiatt by all my paft endea* 
vours to demonftrate my fri^hip^ you would be- 
lieve the tree was rooted in my heart, whatever ir- J 
regularity you might obferve in the htanchisn 
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This was my fituation before that dreadful sera 
which gave me fuch a fhock as to baniih my beft 
friends for a time out of my memory, Aad when they 
recurred, as they did the firft of any thing, I was 
made acquainted with that deplorable misfortiine of 
yours ! Believe me, I fympathifed in your afflidion, 
notwithftanding my own ; but alas I what comfort 
could I adminfter> who had need of every poflible 
aififtance to fupport myfclf ? I wrote indeed a few 
letters with difficulty ; amongft the reft, one to my 
friend Graves j but it was to vent my complaint.— 
I will fend you the letter, if you pleafe, as it is by 
far my Icaft painful method of conveying you fome 
account of my iituation. Let it convince you, that 
f could have written nothing at that time, which 
could have been of any fervice to you : let it afford 
you, at leaft, a faint (ketch of my deareft brother's 
charafter : but let it not appear an oftentatious dif- 
play of forrow, of which I am by no means guilty. 
I know but too well that I difcovered upon the occa- 
sion, what fome would call, an unmanly tenderhefs; 
but I know alfo, that forrow Upon fuch fubjeds as 
thefe is very confiftent with virtue, and with the 
moft abfolute refignaticm to the juft decrees of Provi- 
dence — " Hominis eft enim affici dLoloxe, /entire ; re^ 
** fiftere tamen & folatia admittere, non folatiis non 
*< egere*,-' Pliny .•—I drank, purchafed amufements* 
never fuffered myfclf to be a minute without company, 

• It is the dcftiny of nian to be alfe^ed with grief— to /-W 
it— -but at the fame time to roufe up againit it^ to receive 
ixjmfort, &c. 
' ' no 
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DO matter v^h^ ft) it was but ^oaidAaal. At leagth, 
by an s^enuxm to fo^h conLTerfatioa and iuck amufe* 
ni«nt9 as I could at other times derpire> I forgot io^ 
&r as to be chearfu]^.— And after this« the Sumner:, 
through ati almoft coaibftHt fucqeffion of lively aa4 
agreeable vifitamtq* proved eve^ a kcufi of jol^ity.^^ 
It was incbrktion a}U though of a miagled o^tune;! 
}rat has it makiuuned a fort of truce with grie^ till 
time caa. aifift me more ^flFedually, by throwing bajsk; 
di« eveat to a diftance.-^Now, indeed, that my 
company has all fbrfaken. b^> a«4 I am delivered 
up to winter, filence^ and refiiedioi\, the incidents of 
the laft year revive apace in my memory ; and ( am 
even aftonifhed to think of the gaiety of my fuouiiier. 
The fatal annxverfary, thp ^ dies que9» ienper siccr« 
bum *> SecJ* is beginning to approach^ a^ evcr}^ 
face of thefky fuggefts the ideas of laft wiftter.i— Yet 
I find myielf ckearfiil in eomfofijii nof would £ rf^ 
commend it to you to be much alone^— Yoo wQa]4 
ky the higheft obligation upon xf^ by ^omng ^fiCf 
at this time.-««I prefled your brodnei^kWiiPRi I f^WHl 
Birmingham, to n(e his inAuenco wiA yova b^ljf 
you can by no means undertake thft joiiniey» I lytf 
take my fpeedtefl opjportunity of C^mg you.lflb Vhtr 
bury. -^ Mr. MiUer imrifeed me fireiiiio«(lf toe^iMfl 
Dr. Lytteltoo at his hoofi: ; but I believe my moi^ 
convenient fealon wit} ht^ when my Lord Dyd* 
ley goes to Barrels; for I can but ill bear the pea- 
iiveaeis of a long and iondy expedition. Aftei i 

* The day that brings morofenefs, A^ 
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yoQ could come Uther firft» it would sffbrd me tHe 
moft entire fatisfa£Uoiu*-*I have been makiBg altera- 
tions in my houfe that would amufe you ; and have 
laamy matters to difcourfe widi yon, which it would 
beendlefe to mention upon paper.-^ Adieu \ my dear 
friend ! may your merit be known to fome one who 
has ptkXtt powir to ierve you tiian myfelf; but be 
aflbred, at the fame dme, that no one lores you bet« 
ter^ or efteems yoa more. 

W. Shenstons. 



LXXI. To the fame. 

The LeafowCT, 
l>ear Mr. Jago, Jan. 29, 1753- 

AL THOUGH I have many reafons to urge 
why I did not write to you before, or vifit you 
from Barrels as I fully intended, I will venture to 
wave all particulars tilt I fee you; and only afTure 
you in the general, that I was never able to write 

Sy thing fatisBidory, or to vifit you» at that time, 
th any fon of coitTdiience. 

have r^Ied, I Had been with yoo at Harbury many 
limits ago. Sure J uiUp they muft be the iam 4d 
hmne, and fiot i\m fffm/^rnt* of tU ***** **^»* mfw^i^^ 
JFcfctit to dctdfi me ctufiitg ^)w nmmer Jk^* Ndt 
do I ihink I hdf¥ an ^tmj tbut wUK«t n»t ti^re 
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xniferable than I have almoft conftantly found my- 
fclf ever fincc the beginning of//, 

I CANNOT even now fix a time when I can fee 
yon; and perhaps it may be deferred till Mr. Mil- 
kr's place will have received fome advantage from 
^e fpring ; aiid in that cafe I would inMibly fee 
my Lord Guilford's ; but I leave this undetermined : 
and I hope> if you can wander from home with any 
kind of fatisfadlion, you will do me the juftice to 
believe, that you have no friend alive who will more 
gladly receive you than myfelf. 

I H AVE papered fome rooms this laft year, and 
would willingly have you fee them before their co- 
lours are vanifhed ; which, I think, will unavoidably 
be the cafe of om, before a fecond fummer be half 
concluded. 

Thus is beauty as uncertain as either fortune or 
fame. 

I SUPPOSE you have heard there is a citation fron^ 
Dodlors Commons, and a writ of «* Ne exeat" out 
againft Mr. W^^fbr an intrigue with . i . If you 
have not, be not/rfa)^//tf/<infpreading the ftory.*--? 
They fay, he hgs 4«d into Fr^nc^ on the qccajSo% 
—What a (hocking affair is this 1 fo early in life \ 
(b extenfive, fo lafting, fo irremediable in its confer 
quences | but^ 

"Sid 
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« Sic vifaxn Veneri I cui placet imparts 

*' Formas atque anhnos. Tub juga ahenea, 

*^ S/e^o mittcre cum }0C0 * V* 

Your misfortunes and mine incline us^ almoll;, to 
love all people that are miferable ; but how will the 
daughters of the Philiftines rejoice on the occaiion ; 
nay, almoft countenance another's lofs of virtue, by 
jxianifefting their own apparent want of humanity ! 

There is a moil admirable piece of allegory on 
this head in the Female Fables f , by Brooks, if I 
miftake not ; to whom the author in his preface ac- 
kaowledges himfelf greatly indebted. 

I AM truly forry to underftand how much you are 
alone ; I really imagined you were much happier in 
point of company than myfelf, as you live in a much 
politer neighbourhood ; ambngft perfons of genius, 
learning, and humanity. And happier you are; 

• Imitation,— So Venus wiird, who takes delight 

ill-fuited forms and minds to blend. 
And with diihoneft wanton fpitc 
Beneath her iron yoke to bend. 
t « Fables for the Female Sex," by Mr. Edward Moore; 
a delicate and degant colledlion.— The particular fable here 
alladed ro feems to be " The Female Seducers,"— /an/ by 
fome perfoiit to be written by Mr* Brooks at irclrmtl i but 
no foch acknowledgment is made in Moore's preface, who 
(by all .iccounts) was too Hbernl not to hnve c^infefTed fucb 
an obHgatioii, if he ha J received it. Mr. Shunflone ws^ Jn- 
dUpmJihly mfled by general fcporU 
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I ff AVE read fcarce any new books this feafom 
VoItairc*s new Tragedy was fcnt mc from London ; 
but what has given me the moil amufement,- ^^/z/ 
been the " Lettrcs de Madame de Maintenon," 
Yoa have probably read them already in Engliih, 
and then I need not recommend them. The " Life 
" of Lord Bolingbroke '* is entirely his public V\kp 
and the book three parts filled with political re'> 
marks* 

As to writing, I have not attempted it this year^ 
and more> nor do I know when I (hall again.*^ 
However, I would be glad to corredl that " Ode to 
<< the Duchefs of Somerfet^'^ when once I can find 
in whofe hands it is depofited. I wasjhewn a very 
degant letter of her8> the other day ; wherein (he 
a(ks for it with great politenefs : and as it includes 
nothing but a love of rural life, and fuch fort of 
amufements as fhe herfelf approves^ I fhall fland a 
good chance of having it received with partiality. 
She lives the life of a religieu/e. She has 'written my 
LadyLuxborough a very ferious letter of condolence 
upon the misfortune in her family; and need enough 
has Lady Luxborough of fo unchangeable a friend ! 
for fure nothing could have happened to a pcfribn 
in her fituation more fpecifically unfortunate.-— Mn 
Reynolds has been at Barrels, I hear, and has broiq^ 
her a machine that goes into a coat-pocket, yet an- 
fwers the end of ** a jack for boots, a readiJtg-deJk, 
** a cribbage-board, a pair of fnuffers, a rukr, an 
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■^ feightecn-inch-rule, three pair of nut-craks, a 
** lemon-fqueezer, two candlefticks, a piqaet-board» 
*^ and the Lord knows what befide.*'— Can you form 
an idea of it ? if you can, do you not think it muft 
jgive me pain to refleft, that I niyfelf am ufefor for 
fto fort of purpofe, when a paltry bit of wood cafi 
ttiiiwer fo mkny ? but> indeed, whilft it pntends to 
thefe exploits, it performs nothing wf//; and therein 
1- agree with it. So true it is, with regard to me^ 
What I told you long ago, 

*\ Multa tc prxclara minantem 
*' Vivei-e hec refte, nee fuaviter*!*' 

We have a turnpike bill iq>on the point of being 
brought into the Houfe of Commons : it will con- 
vey you about half the way betwixt Birmingham and 
Hales, and from thence to Hagley; but, I truft, 
there will l^ a /^ hand attradlion, which will al« 
ways make you deviate from the ftrait line. 

I sHOUt D be afhamed to relied how much I have 
dwelt upon myfelf in thiis letter, but that I feriouf^ 
approve of egotUm in letters ; and wece I ;MXo cfd 
ib» I ihould not have any other" -^bje^U I have 
sot a fingle neighbour^ that is either fraught with 
pditenefs, literature, or intelligence; much lefs 
have I a tide oiT fpirits to fet my invention afloat: 

X the lef^ I am able to amufc^^n/^ the more delirou^ 



■' Vol. III. 
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•aiQ I of your Iet;tera;.whkK ^ffciA me.th^r truefli e*^ 
tectaui»€Q^ evexL. when my fpicks as^ e^ fo qijidi 
deprcflcod. 

TriAT iBiiver(alch€»r&lne& wlucH ^ the Ipt^ojT 
fomt peoflc^ po-r9«tf( dfia^ y^a an^ I. «^^^ ^r^j^ aj| x^ 
fame time tkati we dej^^ b. wortk ^U ^^ eitto 
fcntime ornakttce^GM b^tiiUH^ 

I am, With entire affediou. 

Yours, 

. W.Shensltjone. 



'=^ LXXM. TaMr-GnAVts* 

Thd Leafowetfy 
Dear Mr. Graves, Mar. *S, i^. 

I AM, vexed to fipd yo!;i havfij no .copy of thofc 
vci(e$-r>I^maftinake a &fffh eiiqyiiiry; and il^ool^ 
j^K3f>agpen to a(^o)a)]^yt^ letter, ais i f&r the^ 
will ^,^1)^ ^PS^ ^? ^ ^^!^ 9^? ^ jrcm oui b 
tjnc way of i&/«/j and aTfr/r^/tftfj^cyptre^ions Qf wKtt 
tit 3i^4.^P.ts of what^/wrt^.^^r. I do not reckon muc^ 
opqn thcfe verfes, or the patronage \v!iich yoi; men- 
tion^ though the Ducj^fsts a v^q^ of high repu* 
tadon, and has as much bene vdence as any woman 
upon earth* 
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t fed M iiicluae tfe Hefi^ of vlfifiiig *BM'as\ 
ptilbHe place : I hiVe lorig" fiiice given" i^^ "^(ftti 
^heliies of gkx^ty afed cxpetice. I vilitj^^ia aritfllf;*^, 
irn»4^w 5 at th^ leaft/ 1 ineail tf6 d<i fo. • ' ' * ' 

=' liirdctrLAt'lON lytatwiifttiti'Mithl neyS/^^iafe 
a fyllaWein the ira}^ oi'prh orriif .• f m^in, nfe^ ?o 
as to influence particulars ; for> in the general, I 
*ft&rti it both right and faliitdry'*; an(f eVerf fight 
becaufe vf^fndiX./idirt'AyJ ' ' f:u...v 

• 1. ^6 iiot telow'wKfefflef I cotiia Hot lieki- 1& Vj/"- 
Ji^oMfiiiiid'sf or re&tidhs better MiWJ^i^M^t 
■*fl[tf 'inuff alford *bn\&' /^o 'fmaJl fetfsfeiftten* W givfc 
tftetrfbrie's^iftaion anflift ftatlCif iindereveryfi^ty 
fcyMicH^ffiiti natrifr^ is j^i^pbteSi at feaff, fo Idiig 
as they are trotrio^feeiAMIpf;' 'Ir ii Mr. WhlAl8t'^ 
Opinion, as wejl as. mine. . But Mr. — -r— 's cafe is 
altogethef diffetefit; ifnd'T ftiake ho queflidn that 
he thinks, as you do upon the occafion. 

Fp9^,,]0.aiiyers'8 death alEe^ me fioie than you 
wpold perhaps im^ine^ ^^ y^^.^j remember, I wa^ 
« M— — jjWfhen t^e fphemc. of h» going abroad wai 
in agitation. I think how this event muft affed 
Mrs. T— , whofe concern will not be lejened by 
her loog.iiij^ationironi'him; I ddcre fay he reckon- 
ed upon hir reUtbnflf he^e a^' Ids iifl eftUn, wliat- 
crer he might gain dfewlifie : iitiii no dmfl5f;'thii 

' ■" * Pa hope 
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hope of retiring , amongfl them has been a conftai 
j^or tQ his (jUIigence.— The event was always un 
cerCun> and has proved at laft unfortunate; yet, 2 
Mehnoih feys ycry juftly, ** The courfe o£ homi 
'' affiurs requires that we (hoold z£t with vigour up 
*^ on very precarioos contingencies.''— I defire yo 
would give me a fight of the Latin infcription, 

X THINK it was the Gentleman's Magazine! 
which I was ihewn your veries. 

I.H AVE a particular smd Ihrdy ideaof yoar jdace 
tfiough I do.iiot remember to have feen even foe 
parts of a fccne as I have jnnited together in m 
imagination. I cannot think otherwiie than thi 
the front-door opens here^ the garden*dopr then 
die-ftream runs in this phce* ^c. &c» 

** Hac ibat Simois> hsc eft Sigeia teUus *." 

The fight of the place could hot imprefs my iina 
gination more deeply ; though the impreffion I m 
to acquire will hardly leave one line of my pirefer 
one remaining. Cabhage-gardtn ornee is "^tty hig 
burlefque, and affeds the improvements of yoo 
friend too nearly. 

* Here ran the Simois^ here Sigeuni roTe, &c. 
JVo^.-i-Defcription of places round Trgy— Sunois was th 
fiver<-P-Sigeum a promontory near it. 

Lei 
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%BT ihe know in whatipanner Mrs« Graves ind^ 
ydtt are drawn^ Be as partic»lar,as jroa plpafc. 

I COULD not be cle^r trom yotir letter wbedier 
yon had received die box 6t not. That;^ together 
with the tallies, lay on the tab^ before me while I 
wrote to yott laft ; and went with my letter to Bir* 
miiigham. — Pray fatisfy me diredly whedier you rc- 
cdved them.— They tare trifles indeed ; but» as they 
ncqnit me of my promife^ they are virtoally of 
iConfe^uf^nce. 

Mr* WhifUer has not anfwered a letter whidi I - 
^ent him above two months ago : nay> I think, a 
ottarter of a year, 

Yov are rich.— I have only to wlfii the contInQ* 
fince of your riches, with fome diminution of yoar 
fatigue. And yet the moft laborious man in the 
world is, I am fully affured, more happy thad the 

f* The Rival Brothers^' has fome of Dr. Young's 
affections ; and I queftion if the moral be abfo* 
lutely true ---. at leafl, Mr. Addifon is jin fome mea« 
fure againft it: but, on the whole, I think it a 
noble Tragedy ^ .^bounding as much with refined 
fentiments and elevated expreffions, as «• The 
«* Gamefter " and ." The Earl of Effex '* are defi- 
cient in htJl^, 

P3 Mr 



v.l^y,y.crfesar« n^]tyi?t.fcpjt t(X Sir GpipgiS.I^yltrl- 
ton; I f|[a)it new 4i^uittpj,,afl4^c^ 
to my mind : yet have promifed him a copy, ana 
^»y9^pt}^ .hiin,.t^^Ci j^^i w .har^y defef it 

mntfj^ .,1^;t^}l yjjfUfid /ujjb of j^y^^j^igjifeous? f 
and what >yatik w^ fiffJofi W^ I^>-a. perf?^ 4??^ 
Q^ difeouffpy aj^d ^ return J^ublq thwagh tfep ^flf^. 
found myfeiifa;tfr/;;g-/««aj before I was aware, N^v«jf. 
did Prior's manly defcription, ** I drank, I liked it 
'^'t\ptfiScc^** feem b n^^wral to ipf as It dqei tp^^. 
I am abfolutely vile in xf^y own fight, a^ I abhoir 
myfelf in dufl and aihes. I was never fo ifitoxicatcd 
as not to know what I faid> or to talk mere non- 
fenfe-; and yet how many4hiags cgald I wiih u^^^id 
thf^tll^t fall iaft night! 

Wb are goiijg to a44 ,tWP new bdls ^> onr prefcnt 
fet of fix ; to have a turnpike road from Hagley ta 
Birmingham, through Hales ; and to emerge a liN 
tip frcp our dbfiqu^Qfv ♦ Jia% dean Sir, wi<h coippli^ 
sn^nta to Mrs. Gra^f %, 

Ever ijioft affeftionatisly yoAirs;, 

W;SHEJfST0NE. 

.;; '.-.■.• ■!..< •■•■■. . . 

LXXIV. To 
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t»XXIV..TQ ^e ftniei .wi^ ObfisnratSdns eft Ar]rt3» 
; i Infcriptkmt^ W, ^ 

r r . . TheLeafowesy 
. Dear Mn Graven, .,../ ^ July«5yi753f 

IS END you my Ode^ a^f X-feat k to the D^chefs 
fornix iveeks ago. Why I pi\;c&6d upon on^ read>* 
isg fooner thftn anD^^r^ I will- riot now" cxj^nmt 
flior will I t2t>uble ycfu to make -any frefh remaHcs 
upoi^ it at prefent ; only, when you happch to ifead 
it^iover at your leifurc, if any thing Occurs to you 
t^t would tend to pierfedl '\t^ I would beg you dc- 
€idi<^ally to make fomfe meitidranduihs. I have not 
jret recrived an anfwer; but, .as I atcoi^patiied tha 
veries with a letter, I fuppofcf I fhall receive one irt 
return. I alfo added, to £11 a blank fpace in my 
paper bQok, a po^m which I ciU •* The Vifta j** 
and which you rhay perhaps recollcQ: j how pro- 
perly I know iiot, for I 'had thfe benefit of no per- 
ibn'sy;/^;»^;f/ or advice. 

Lord Dudley made Mr. DolAian a prefent of a 
piece of plate, a large cup, in corifideration of his 
lifter's being at Broom about half a year. There 
was on it, one fupporter awkwardly "(ipough hold- 
ing up the coronet in his piiw, and from the co- 
ronet proceeded a label, with " Amoris ergo Dud- 
**'ley *." I do not kn»w who Was the manager, 6v 

* In token of Dudley's A^flbn. 

P 4 Vv'hence 
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whence he had the infcription; but I think from 
Pr. H— s This is iiegdn't and enough, Kevenhe^ 
]efs> as there may. be ibme .convenience in dazzling 
the eyes of the people where I dwell, and Tis/ucb 
. eyes as theirs are not to be dazzled, and hardly 
ftrucky by elegance alone, I chofe the method that 
was moil magnificeHU*^! wi(h they are not invidioos 
enough to fay, that his arms are engraved there for 
want of fomc of my ewn : fo I would not be long 
before I remove their notable fuggeftiori. — I hav^ 
truly fo low an opinion of arms fmce they became 
purchafeable by money, and fmce the prefent unli- 
mited ufe of them^ that, were I to find a coat to my 
name in the office which I did not like^ I would not 
vfe it; but fubfUtute what was more agreeable; yeC 
{omt/ort of right or claim is requifite to fatisfy one's 
delicacy with an opinion of property ; and indeed to 
fix, one's choice, where one has the whole furniture 
of the univerfe for its objeft. — After all, the vulgar 
are more ftruck with arms than any thing ; *^ flupet 
" in titulis & imaginibus;" and, I believe, thiJre 
were near two hundred people gathered round Lady 
Luxborough's landau at Birmingham, and declar- 
ing her arms to be very nohle, or otherwife.— I do 
not, therefore, chnfe to employ a vulgar mind about 
this matter.-^Were you to go to London, I fhould 
gladly folicit you ; or if you have any friend yoii 
could write to in town, to fearch the office; for really 
I have none that I like for the purpo/e. It will not 
coft above a couple of ihillings.— I will fend you a 

draught 
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draught of the lid of my ftandlfli when it arrives— for 
I rcaUy do not know what Mr. Hylton will put upoa 
it : I find, he confult^ with Dn B — ^ my Lord^s phy. 
^cian.— ^* De Dudley" would run moft abominably, 
and '< Baro Dudley" piay be authorized by the fre* 
qucnt pradice of Maittairc^f it is infcribed 
f* Du41ey" alone, 1 can add the reft if I ihould hcrc-» 
/iftcr think proper ; and I wiih it may be fo. 

Mr varies to the Colonel are not yet tranfcribed. 

I THINK the Latin infcription to your brother 
very elegant; and I ftiould not care to have any 
part of it omitted-rl would, by all means, have 
this little hiftory of hi^ life perpetuated—** His 
f' faltem, &Ct'* And were you to put it into Eng- 
U(h, it would be too Jong for an infcription ; un- 
kfs you were, by means of a printed elegy with 
notes, or any other fuch method, to produce the 
fame effed ; and then yoii might make the epitaph 
as fhort as you pleafed.*- After all, the fr^ method 
is perhaps as eligible. When the affair is nearer a 
conclufioni J fhould be glad to be of any fervice,*-- 
I will think, and write again about it. 

And now, having fpoke to fuch makers as have 
been the fubjedt of our late correfpondence, I am 
at liberty to diverfify my letter as I may. — I fhould 
be glad to know in your next, whether you have 

heard 
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heard of Ute from Mr. Whiftldr; ztA wh^tl^ k 
is confmed at home as ufnftl by his mother's ftaie 
of health. I ahnoft dei^iialr of ever feeing him agiuA 
at The Leafaires> though there is hardly any plei- 
fare I ^ much covet as that of furprifing him witii 
the ^Jtirathns I have made, and the articles I have 
furthafid, during the five years lince he was in 
Shropfiiire : add to this, the feveral acquaintances I 
have formed which he would like, and the amufing 
vifits I could pay hereabouts with freedom.^**-! do not 
know whether you faw Mr. Davenport and his fa- 
mily at Bath this fpring. He is laying out his 
environs ; and I am by appointment to go over the 
week after next. Me has alfo a painter at this time 
taking views round his houfe, which is one of the 
moil magnificent in our county ; yet I never leave 
home but with reludance. I really love no p l a c b 
fo well ; and it is a great fnvour in rae to allot any 
one a week of my ySMnv^r.— Add to this, that my 
coniUtution requires nnriing ; and I am moft l>affy 
where I am mo&.free. It is in vain to fay^ they al^ 
hw you all freedom, where you csmnot aUow ityouf 
Jelf* For this reafon, I never more enjoy myfel£ 
than I do at the Grange ; and yet this to fome may 
appear paradoxical. 

* I YESTERDAY cmbelliihed my chalybeate ipring. 
•-«-The infcription that is cut on the ftone is as fol- 
lows^viz, 

^ Fowa 
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«* FONS FEUIVGINEVS. 
<< DIYAB t^AI SECS9SV fSTO 
- -' ^ FRVl CONjCEDIT - '' 

** SALVi^I'S •. 

Yet I quefUon whether foMe of the following be aot 
preferable^ If they are, I beg you will tell me. One 
ihiUing and*fix-pehc6 produces the alteration : 

<* F0N8 PERltfOINEVS.- 
** DIVAB PER QVAM LICET ' ' 
** HOC SBCES3V' FRVI, •&€• 
... . *' SAL. ^^ 

or, 

« DIVAE PER QVAM LATEBRAE 

«* QVAEVir OBLICTAN'T 

« &C.'* 

or, 

*' DIVAE LOCORVM OMNIVM 
" COMMENDATRICI,' &C.^'' 

or, 

■ $* PIVAE NIMIRVM RVSTICAB 
["■ '"'SALVTI SACER/* 

wha S^e tbo eojoymeiit 

of this retreat 

This chalybeate fpring 

is confecrated. 

^fl#tf.*^The.fubiIequent reading^ are only efiays to prove 
how the fiime meaning, might be'exprelTed in Latin to the 

..' I or. 
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. • = -or,- 

** DIVAB CVX OBBBTVR 

^ I.OCORVM OMNIVIC AM0EKITAS| 

« &€•" 

*f piVAE PER C^AM I.IPBT 
" INORNATO RVRK LAETARl/' 

, Believe iqe cvctf with m^ ^^ compliments to 
Mrs. Graves, 

Your mofl obliged, 

and mofl afiedionate, fenrant, 

W. Shejjstone, 



LXXV. To Mr. J A GO, 

The Leafowesi 
Dear Mr. Jagp, J?n. 29, 1754. 

I AM at t lofs how to begin this letter.— I will 
not, however, after the ufqal way, g}ye you a 
tedious lift of apologies ip the front of it. Some ac- 
count of my long filence you will find difperfed 
throughout the letter; and as for what is deficient, 
I will depend upon your friendfhip* 

There has not been aperfon here, fince yoaleft 
me> of whom. I could obtain the leaft intelligence 
concerning you. And as an enquiry by the poll 
was my only obvious method, I do acknowledge my- 

felf 
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ielf to blame, notwithftaadia^ all the ez&ufiss Jdbd 
I can make. ■ ' .^ - - ;• ,''^i„M 

•■ : ■• ■ ;: .-'VKrv 

Am I DST that conflux ofiTifitants whdm I rectirsd 
this laft feafon, I was httr^y dtiCfi /o happyf at iiwt§ 
in your company : I was the hapjHcr in (ecingli^mifQil 
and^ifyou remember, i took:nottce.at ttedifte. How 
little your vivacity was impaired in comparilbftof 0191 
own. If I was then bnt a dull companion, guefrr Whf <^ 
ther folitude and winter were likely to make me^a 
better correjpondeni. Tha^ veija of gaie^ and btt« 
jnour, which you were once fo: partial as to difooteeir 
in my letters, will fcarce appear there any more : not 
even to the eyes of the moft partial friend ( have. 
Should yon deny what I affert, and inq>ute it .td a fit 
of fpleen, yet you may aUomj diat it will fcarceenliioMr 
any letter that I write in ^winnr. Friendihip ilill r^^ 
m^s ! Friendfliipr like the root of (bme perenni^* 
flower, even then perhaps gathers ilrength in (ecret;' 
that it may afford a better di^lay of its colours ioL 
the ipiingt v:.'... 

I DO not pretend this, to be an adeqaa.te apobgy. 
I know, my dearefl friend, that you both Uketo fee- 
and hear from me : it proves, however, that you have 
no great kfi either of my letters or my company; 

I A M, as the phrafe is, deeply penetrated by the 
dvilities of yx)ur Mr, Miller. He took a fhort dinner 
with me once this feafon, dropping Sir George at 

Mr, 
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Mk BU^^& Ht couULlam hioie ploaftd mi betl(^ 
Here he happened to meet Mr.Lyttelton>att4Cl^4iii 
Whood. He afterwards breakfailed here, and in ge- 
fanrai ibemed ghid oiHwff octtttflotv €0 btki^ Me the 
gMiteei6ft(qqint)ati7.>^To:KnAtt^««^ Mi6 lahk^aiid 
Ldnl 'S^nipk^'OaM }(oa thii^thiat' Radwsy now, fti 
wd asHifiMi^ has t^litt^ifc^idiysfoiite? You knef# 
Ml» «Miii^^ bift t H«t^:h^t ti^ilf faeh- a ftate of 
hMMi4» <9 ^i« t^be ^froiif li«9fh^ friends will %; 
« you iirtiy^ be as A»B«^ at tW Bdiife* a* y^iir dWrt> ^-c.'* 
and thffjr iHir ^<ii«» 4*i\!h*y4/fe3' > '^^ '^f yolt t:anttdi 
nds^ymtjelf U^ i«teO i9^t> tliidirot ihl^ j^itt*p6rc ? ^ 

. }:oiAk«iovgiv»yMa;iAM^I<)f'Mmtltespaf!MWitH 
me-' Met 1'^ f ou* -iLord -l>tidley, wi^ m^MfJ 
sndbicme^rlift to Ecfrd jftymewtH^i^^ We met Mr. im^ 
Mfs^.1iriiiitittj^]i>-.Wet(K>k^^f}^t6M YefhoK'^; 
i&!$t^Vf9i Ibtttii Mh Gd^ritf*^ attd^lMe^ Company. 
TkelfefH-tffliW f i«fMl¥^ fitMi th^flft v^ouM aflbitf 

not affign too much of my paper to that f^ttpbk* 

. ( liA^^jr. Fly]i¥Outk'0pkR:c6fmt«r' ftotiJ MV^tx^ 
aftvpeniane »ror. I:cbtiUkigi?6ie fem fti-dcfl* rl»^fiMisi 
•«w I think sof Lord fiibhar<d^ii6ber'2i» v^jx^dlM^-' 
a repntzUe figuie la. iife-^ArZM;«/ he ^ »tai' Ht^ 
be at firil fight. — Lady Plymouth is the moil amiable 
0^ woakdKi^ and^ of alirdw wbdc^ tbe pik)p(aM^pNbr- 
fott thMsn^ Loid cQuffl Inrve c&oiML Tilt fimtt0 
^is kau&; L i^isk iq^; .fii]ipQfiag:it4i|^RW dji* . 
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tiinQ^ It whei-e it is. Ti^ park w c^p^bje oCipnw 
coniiderable beauties; Lord Plymouth h^ bmi fOnqe 
here iince, and talks of cauiing me to come, and de- 
%ft fbf hb e«[vir«Qs. I (g^^ ta be highly inrjiis 
fevouir.-n4 ]^Q ib9»^, ti|i»e t«>; moot yexk tbm^ i ' 

Mx Qde^ aftw ^ ;Ul(u?iihing d«l*y, wad; pfi^qftti^ 
^d to thj? Qttchfkjs of Sqaieffet. It prodHCAd^mo 
two genteel letters from her Grace. I am Wfell fatif- 
iied wit^ ti»e eveot> fop fosM reafi^tt wHkh. I will 
Qn«' 4^ giv^ you«^Aone qB axonunt. — SocA^^tei 
tj^ifn PodAsy prcfied mo to contribatCy as ampler ^ X 
piys^4» tt>' a feurthrvojvwie q£ hij^ Mifcelbiiie9.> l^^ 
firft meant to do fo p]:et^ lasgcly ; I then chang^ 
my mind, and fent only fome little pieces. Part 
qf.i^^ie weye^ my own ; tpa^t; JMr. Whiftlci:\ Dtf r. 
Qg%^f'«i aadfoni^^accid^nt^piecesofodieri^twUci^ 
\ fi«fi»4 i« my b»re^,ti-rl, B»i^PQfe<i to ic^y^'lfome-t 
ty/Big 9f yours^ too;, q^ if^/^ if I wa& i^iflrri^^je)firit 
not without your confent. What I thought of waQ 
your Linnets. J^aft week he writes me word, that 
the town will now be too much engrofled by the 
bufinefs of eledkions ; and that he does not proceed 
this winter.-— So that we fhall now, you fee> have 
time to meet, or write, upon the fubjedl. 

Mr. Graves fent me the inclofed little fable, for 
Dodfley, if I approved it.— I made fome alterations, 
and fiat it«i«i>&«uini it to me> if you pleafe.«-*lt 
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is pretty; but the iiifcripdon m^ft be *' Ttf i 
'^ Friend." 

^ iSoM t correfpondehcc I have had this winter with' 
Mr. Hjflton, aboat t6ys and trinkets which he gets 
done for me in London. He is by for a better /nend 
and cwrreffondent than a f9tU Should you take & trip 
to toWn^he Would be qiiite fraud td fee yoif^ 

1 kii now, like the reft of the world, peruitiig Sit* 
Charics Grandifon«^I know not whether that WoHd 
jaim 6ie, in preferring Clarifla. The author wahtlh 
die art <ifahndgmeni in every thing that he has writ*' 
U^ yet I am much his admiref. 

* Mr dear friend ! cherSh and preferve your ^n 
nvadty, and let not this phlegmatic epiftle impair 
It. If Dceaiion offers, call on me for my own ikke ;' 
and bdieve you have not alive a more affedionate 
friend* 

W. Shenstonr. 



LXXVI- To 
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LXXVI. iTo Mr. Graves; on the Alternations of* 
Pleafure and Pain, 



The Icafowes, 
Dear Mr. Graivcsi April 19^ 1754. 

IT is a lorijg, long time; according tb tlie Com- 
putation of friendfliip, flnce I h^d the pleafure 
df a line from ybii; and I write chiefly to remind 
you of it, nbt with any hopes ofaffoi-dlng you the 
sLmufement of a fmgle miniite. In truths I haVe npt 
ipirits for it. The fcverity, the duration, the (bli-^ 
tijdi, Of this* winter have WellTi^i|;h exhatifted thcni. 
—The fuc^eijioh, the regular fucceffioh, ofpdii ana 
pleafure becomes every day more clear tb me. ' It' 
begins to feem as ordinary as the courfe of day and 
night. Tjhus my laft (bmnier was the moft amuflng 
i ^ver faw ; my winter the. moft difagfeeablc— allow 
me tb except one only : I mean> that ever-mournful 
winter whiqh rbbbed ine of my deareft relation. 
Sometimes this pain and pleafure are contrafted 
within the cbmpafs of a day ; fomedmes in different 
Weeks, &c. &c. However, do nbt think me fuper- 
ftitious ; there is hardly a perfon that is lefs fo. Yet 
I am firmly perfuaded of the alternation, either in 
the mind, br in the events themfelves. My fum- 
iher, I faid before, was highly entertaining; my 
winter rendered equally difagreeable, by a long- 
continued fquabble amongft our principal parifh- 
Vol. III. Q^ ioners. 



ioners, and by the death of my beft-bdoved an^ 
^ mpft afcoiripUflig^ f/. W. ^.4^^b M-r- 9"^' 
She rifqued going to.^cwjdi^ fel^^ ^^^® o* find- 
ing fomcthing nenv ; was feized with the fmall-pox« 
and died in, sjl her bloom.— The natural confc- 
quence which we ihould draw frcon c^efyj^tjpiitf of 
diis fort is*, eqimiroity ; ** ^^}j\^p ij^j^wnV) r^- 
" bu$, ic," anija^M^ '* ^R?,^^^^f^Aif* ^S^"|j 

tjj^U^ij^ niprp and. Worgj. ajjid. i^^re I tc^ m^fH ti^^. 

i^^^ t knqw ^iQtJ^.ayfile year's^^ ^.^^.^ 
lyjd wl^tp, mjjrl^s w^v|l4 i^bt. nearly .fe^4aj?<;!^V^^pK 




i*pr inftancc;^ were I tg draw a Onctd^J couli giye, 
you rcafons ftomi hence why th|? ftape wz^fltesdij^z 
or dife^r^eafek. I^y^ov44..i#y? you^^^rr^ 21^ 
rea^it. 

(^RANDtspN. I cannot t^lfe etjual to Clarii^ ; 
thpu^h, were njerit in this age ti^^bjp pr^jfcpad, tjie 
autiipr of it deferves a biihoiuic. 

Jaco 
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J A G o has been fortunate for once ; but the value 
eB ki» Uvittga muft be exaggerated & tHe ikv^S't 
papers. 

ir Mr* Whifller would give me a vifit in the 
lieight of nky feafon this year, P fti6uSt kiok \$pA it 
as one of tke moilpleafiogteveatt that could^iappeH 
to: the remakder of my ]s£e;i and I wdidd dot pte^ 
fttsie to- hc^ that fate wMd ever aUow me' af r^ne4 
titioH of it* 

M1^ bve of toys id ndt ^uate^ e^auildd-^i hav« 
jpurdvafed^^oi^ Father renoraiied, foine that are bdtk* 
rkk aoid beautifaly thdttgh' ihon of wha;t l-jAektt 
thenk. I' hive atnufed myfelf witk defigning. litild 
draamentdtl^ winterv^nidf of whkkmay tofn td 
account undiH'th^niana|f^sleM Qf^omt BtfrndiigHaat 
fOeckatiicZ-^To atdkiiev<#'/^7)^> in that feafoa^' is the 
moft tha«'I can Jv/^; »?kd it b more^ tKam I^ ofoii 
obtMit* 

£x:c USE this worthkfs letter ; which mufi coil yoa 
money, as they tell me franks .ace ufelefs. I could 
not avoid feme uneafinefs upon refle£ling how long 
you have been filent. Prefent my beft complin^nfits 
to Mrs. Graves ; and pay a tribute pf one lingla 
half-lheet to. that afFedtion with which I am cvex 

Yours, 

W. Shenstone. 

0^2 LXXVII. To 
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LXXVIL To the fame, on the Death of Mr, 
Whistler. 

The Leafowes, 
Dear Mr. Graves, . June 7, 1754. 

THE melancholy account of /(Jar dear friend 
Whiftler's death was conveyed to me, at the 
fame inftant, by yours and by his brother's letter. 
I have written to his brother this poll ; though I am 
very ill able to write upon the fubjeft, and would 
willingly have waved it longer, but for decency. 
The triumvirate, which was the greateft happinefs 
and the greateH pride of my life, is broken ! The 
fkbric of an ingenuous and difmterefted friendfhip* 
has loft a noble column ! yet it may, and <u;/7/, I 
trail, endure till one of us be laid as low. In truths 
one can fo little fatisfy one's felf with what we fay 
upon fuch fad occafions, that I made three or four 
cffays before I could endure what I had written to his 
brother.— Be fo good as excufe me to him as well 
as you can, and eftablifh me in the good opinion^ of 
kim and Mr. Walker. 

Poor Mr. Whiftler ! how do all our little flrifes 
and bickcrments appear to us at this time ! yet we 
may with comfort refleft, that they were not of a 
fort that touched the witals of our friendftiip ; and I 
may fay, that we fondly loved and elleemed each 
otHer^ of neceffity— *« Tales animas oportuit t^'^ con- 

" cordes." 
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*« cordes." Poor Mr. WhifUer ! not a fingle ac- 
quaintance have I made^ not a fingle pidure or cu- 
rioiity have I purchafed, not a iingle embellifliment 
have I given to my place, fince he was lafl here, but 
I have had his approbation and his amufement in 
my eye. I will affuredly infcribe my larger urn to 
his memory ; nor fhall I pafs it without a pleafing 
melancholy during the remainder of my days. We 
have each of us received a pl^afure from his conver- 
fation> which no other converfation can afford us at 
our prefent time of life. 

Adieu ! my dear friend ! may our rcmembrancp 
of the perfon we have loft be the ftrong and ever- 
lafling cement of our afFedion ! Aflure Mr. John 
WhifUer of the regard I have for him, upon his own 
accoupt, as well as his brother's. Write to me 
diredUy if you have opportunity* Whether yo^ 
have or no, believe m^ to be ever moft affedion- 
^tely yours, 

W. Shenstonb. 
I «EG my complinients to Mrs.Graves^ 



0^3 • LXXVIII. To 
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LXXVIII. To Ac fame, 

The LeafowM^ 
pew Mr. Graves, J«^ i S> » 754» 

THE parttcvhrs relating to our poor friend's 
departure occasioned me much concern, and 
indeed Tome tears : yet as thofe particulars are what 
one covets to hear, and the melancholy which they 
prodoce is never unmixed with pleafure, I think 
myfelf much obliged to yon for the care you took 
to convey them. It is poflible, the letters I wrote 
to you and Mr. J. Whiftler might appear too tender 
from a men friend of the deceafed ; but there is a 
iympathy betwixt friends, which is not always found 
amongil rdations ; nor does kindred vck^ friendfltip 
a whit ihore Xhzn fi-iendfiip does kindred. It is not 
ttiany weeks ago, that I had a bill filed againft me 
in Chaticery by young D , the only near rela- 
tion I have by the mother's fide, and the next in 
lineal fucccfidn to my fhare of the Penn's eflate.— 
Do not let this furprize you— I believe the affair 
will be apoommodatUpd.'Tr-Hie <^y waited to procure 
a divifion of the Harborough ellate at a large ex- 
pence, which might be better adjufted without ajty ; 
in other words, to run his head againft a ftone-wall, 
that he might have a chance of caufing it to tumble 
upon me. Would you co\nfcnt that I ftiould fulFer 
him to have the manfionVhoufe at Harborough 
thrown into his lot ? Were t fo to do, I could make 

it 
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art «id j btit I hATfc a klftd of fvttinfic vinefatiott 
fdr that J^iitr^ and fd^ttii^ ; whitk> If yoii nejbemW 
J have cx]f rfeflfed In ofti^ of Ay beft elegiw •. 

Pra* what will hkcmt of our letters to Mr. 
Whiftler ! As I am not confcious of any thing dif- 
Jtondurable in mine (and I afn fur^ I may fiy (he 
fame of yorii-s) methihk^ I could wHh that they 
might not be deftroyed. It is frblh a few Ittters 
of thy own or others alohe, accidentally preferred, 
that I am able to recdleft what I have been doing 
0hce I was born, 

I MET, when I V/ks M at Barrels, a furgfeon of 
Bath, whofe ttathe, I think, was Cleiahd. He kneW^ 
your name and place : but, I find, was not perfon- 
ally acquainted with you»-^I am glad enough to 
hear that your place fets into vogUe, It is, I think, 
what you fho^d cl>tijfe, upoii all accounts^ htt the 
beauty of the place guide themi to die merits oif its 
dwner. I hare often thought, myfelf,' that were i 
perfon to live at The Leafowes, of more merit than 
ihyfelf, and a few degrees more worldly prudence, 
he could fcafce want opportunities to procure his 
own advancement. My rural embelliftrments arc 
perhaps more confiderable than yours ; but then the 
vicinity of Bath might occafion you a greater con- 

♦ ^legy XV. 

0^4 flux.— 
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flux.— Your unexpenfive illuminations pleaTe aif ' 
highly. I have purpofed thefe many years to pur- 
chafe a fct of tirtrlamps, of ^bout four-pence apiece* 
to flick ^gainfl trees> and to ufe upon occaiion in tny 
coppice ; or rather in my grove, where fome of the 
water-falls would not fail to (hew delightfully. 

You aflted me about Jago's preferment. The 
living lafi given him by the Bifhop of Worcefter U» 
I believe, near aa hundred pounds a year. With 
this, he has Harbury, of about fifty ; and Cheflerton, 
a fort of chapel of eafe, about forty; in the ivhoUy 
therefore, about a hundred and ninety ; but then he 
is obliged to keep a curate ; and what I think yet 
worfe is, that he cannot make it conuement to li've at 
his new fituation, which is a pretty one. 

I HAVE had fpme vifitants this feafbn; indeed 
as many, and as confiderable, as fuch a fort of fea- 
ibn could afford me. A Scotch peer called upon 
me in his way through Birmingham ; his title was 
P— -. He feemed to have a very clear head, a Very 
polite and eafy manner, and all the refinement of 
true tafle, 'without the warmth or appetite. — I could 
not help thinking him, on many accounts, charac- 
terifUc of the Scottifh nation. 

Would to God I could fee you and Mrs. 
Graves here this fummer ! I have the fame wifh it 

may 
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spzfhemy lot to YX&t you next autumn. Be aflured, 
J purfofe it. 

I EXPECT Dodfley every week. He will, I am 
convinced, be for puhliftiing his Mifcellany next 
winter. Would Mr. W — , think you, agree, that 
you and J fhould be allowed to publifti fuch of poor 
Mr. Whiftler's papers there, as we judged were moft 
Jitely to do credit to bis memory I 

Adieu ! dear Mr. Graves. Let us reconcile our 
affeftions to the ordinary events of life ; and let us 
adopt my friend Jago into our fecond triimivirate. 
I a^, bowever, always, with peculiar attachment, 
yours, 

W. Shfn§tonb. 

My beft compliments to Mrs. Graves. 

P. S. Since I wrote the foregoing, I have had 
Mr. Davenport of Davenport-houfe, with all his 
family. — His brother, the clergyman, remembered 
you by your pidlure.— His wife is the fineft perfon, 
&c. I have feen here, except Lady Aylefbury— in- 
genious, eafy-behaved, and of an excellent temper, 
—They come to Bath in a fortnight. 

Since that time. Sir George Lyttelton, Mr. Lyt- 
telton, and Mifs Lyttelton. — Sir George thinks 
ibme alterations requiiite in my verfes, to which 

I can- 
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I cahhot eaEIf bring tnyfdf to «btiftnttuta| 
mufl. 

1 Lo6k upon mf fcheme of e^fnUdtilhlhg my fafm 
as the only ludky one I ever parfned ih my lifb.— -Mf 
place now brings the itorld hom6 ^ iiKs> when I bav^ 
loo much indolence to ^o (bith iii ^li^ft df it 



LXXIX. Tb the fame, 6h Kcaring tfiirt bii Lftter* 
to Mr. Wit ist LtK #ere 'dtttrcftd. 

Dear Mr. Graves, oa. 23, 175^ 

IT is certainly fome argument of a peculiarity in 
the efteem I bear you, that I feel a readinefs to 
acquaint yon ^ith mbrt of toy fbibled than I care to 
truft with any other perfon. I believe nothing fhews 
Us more plainly either the di'feri&nt de^teh or kihds 
of regard that we entertaiii for oiir feverdl tn&M 
(I may alfo add the iijferme of thJnr thst'a^^ehji 
thai! die ordihary dyte and tendi- oF tM likt^k^ M 
addrefs tO theiti. 

I CONFESS to jF««, that r am confiHerably mu 
lied by Mr. John W— *s conduft in regard to my 
letters to his brother; ahdi rather than they fhbulii 
have been fo annecefiarily dtilroyed, would have 
given more m(m^y iMatl il is allowable fbr me to 

meni^ti 
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Slitjbn With Wirtnfxrgr. I look up^ my letters at 

Bfc of »p^ cfaef-d'oBurres ; and, could I be Aippofel 
have tlic leaft pretcnfions to prq}riety of ftyle ^Mr 
Btunent, I (hould imagine it maO: appear, pritid^ 
pallet in my letters to his brother, and one or V9if^ 
me friends. I confxdered diem as the records of t 
iaaiAip that will be always iiearto ne, and as the 
0my of my mtul for thefe twenty years laft paft. 
he amufement I ihonkl have found in the pent^il 
them would have been altogether innocent; and 
would gladly have preierved then, if it wai^ only 
exf^ain thofe which I fliafi preferve of his bf o* 
fcr*s. Why he feould allow tither mt or fl&«Jr Id 
ry little weight as not to ewtfufy me wkk tiegard to 
em, I can by no means conceive. I fuppofe it is 
1% uH-a^^tmairy to return thctti to the furvmng 
tend. I had no anfwcr Xxn tibe letter which I wrote 
[r. J. W— . I received a ring from him ; but as t 
oiig^t it ati inadequate memw i al of the friendihip 
liieh his brother had ifer me, I gave it to my fer- 
itik the moment I received it ; at the fame time 1 
eve a neat ftattfiilhi on which I caufcd the lines Mr. 
^ — left with it to be infcribedi and whith appears 
me a much more agreeable remembrancer. 

if HAVE read your new produiHon wkh pteafure; 
id as this letter begins with a confeffion of ibibles^p 
will owHj that through mere hxinefs I have fent 
iU back your c{?py, in which I have made fome 
ifeTnenis, inltead of giving you my rcafons tin 

which 
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which thofc erafcments were founded. Truth is, it 
feems to me to want mighty few variations from 
what is now the prefent text ; and that, upon one 
more perufal, you will be able to give it as much 
perfection as you mean it to have. And yet, did I 
fuppofe you would infert it in Dodfley's Colledtion, 
as I fee no reafon you have to the contrary, I Wiould 
take any pains about it that you fhould defire me. I 
muft beg another copy, at your leifure. 

I SHOULD like the infcription you mention upon 
a real ilone-urn, which you purchafe very reafonaUe 
at Bath : but you muil not rifque it upon th,e yafe 
you menuon, on any account whatever. 

Now I mention Bath, I muil acquaint you, that I 
have received intelligence from the younger Dodr 
fley, that his brother is now there, and that none q( 
]the papers I fent him are yet /ent tofrefi; that hi 
expeds his brother home about the fourth or fifth of 
November, when he proceeds with his publicatioo* 
Poflibly you may go to Bath whilft he is there, wai^ 
if fo, may chufe to have an interview. . , 

I SHALL fend two or three little pieces ofmf. 
own, in hopes that you will adjuft the reading ani 
return them as foon as you conveniently can. 
I can fend to-night is this " Ode to Memoiy.; -^^ 
ihall in the lail place defire your opinion as 
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er o£ placing what is fent The firft pages of 
[ifcellany mull be already fixed. I think to 
>re ours for the laft ; but as to the order, it will 
id entirely upon you. 

>i B V ! in other words, God blefs you !— I have 
any at the table all the time I am writing, 
ever moil affedionate 

W. Shenstokb, 



LXXX. To Mr. J A GO. 

The Leafowest 
ar Mr. J ago, June x 6, 1 7 54. 

7 E R £ I to pronounce my fentence upon the 
long fufpeniion of our correfpondence, I 
d impute the blame of it, in almoft equal mea* 
to your/elf zxidi to me. To yottt for an omiffion 
; letter you promijed me when laft in town ; to 
or waiting in expediation of it, and for negleft- 
Aojuftice to the fentiments of my heart on the 
ion of your late preferment. Great were the 
) I had indeed conceived, that your increafe of 
lae had been accompanied with a place of refi- 
> which was more to your mind than that where 
at prefent abide ; but I do not find by any ac- 
ts that you propofe to leave Harbury : for which, 
oubt, you have reafons which I do no( yet 
trate, but which may demand m/,ai^t th^ 
CQt yottdiicovcr them* J have bat \ml^ to i^y 

of 
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of tk^ life £ Jxme led finee 31011 reoeived femtf sr* 
o€iui( of me from litfr. Hyhon in LoiKlicm. The 
Winteiv or at kaft k&'mini/hrs, oontiniied ta tyran- 
nize during the minority o# Springs; ^mltke %av)g 
has alike been flow in giving up the reins to Sum- 
awr* QT oonfequenott, I feeni in a fort of middle 
ftate, b«twixt a dxdl hi^f-animated grub and' An k* 
fignificant loco-motive fly* N^tthep in- the ome^&b» 
OT other am* F of the leaft importance; but, from the 
advances which I have already made, you. ^^Jsm^ 
nuhat the more likely to find me in your garden. 
About a fortnight ago 1 received a line or two from 
our ifDtsniiate acquaintance and fchooUfellow Mr. 
Hall* Itwai brought'me by Sir Edward Bougt^ften's 
^arden^r ; a: feUow of good tsbfte^ to whom Mh ]l|0 
defired I would caufe The Leafoww tQ be ftilKwn. 
If find y^have de)igbted>Mrs.H^:by icwM albMa» 
tioiis«rliick yon propoie for their eiivirons>anda;ubkk 
thejitkoroag^y ceibhre to put in c^pccc^tion. Mftatt 
li oci0M( over into Warwtokihirt^ as'I kopeito>dB 
fi»on> I ihal! be very glad to makd them aivifit;:!! 
youi^ company^ My f pints, th^k far fronvgiW^ 
are- better in the manv tKa» tklsy were ifi'winlef^ 4m1 
on fome^peemH^ day« are rasfed as MgK^aS'f^aftfi 
£rity \ *very ieldom^ higheiv fetdUNn* ib highi - 

• Yov muft (froi^ keiiO€ at iea(^ Ulkt ]lla>tiiilril 
At order or - ra^er- d^brder in- wliielit the^'odHi^ 
M#. M$»er, I faw on W^dnefdliy kft tnL^^ 
lritoii'9 eoadii wh» fi^ped^t^^-nimfee^mtttf^lpM 
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<m lier retain from l^ondoQ. I cnqiuiied com^erxung 
you; but could gather no intelligQ^);e.<-^Mr« Hyltp^, 
who is now in Warwick (hire (if he have not ftrolled 
tp Ij.oxidon)9 has been wi)Ji xs^p fqyeral mo^Lths. tliis 
fttfiUQer. He; is adding a ropm or two to ht$ pU(;^f . 
yrl^ph li^ very i>^;Mr Tfk^ ; axid purpofes tp reiidp. 
tl^q as ioon z^ it is fifiiO^Qd, Ti^^ fituatiqn if not 
vpifl of beai)^; but, if yoH wiU pardon the vaKiity, 
muft veil its bonnet to mine. I have heard of plant- 
ing hollies, pyracanthas, and other berry-bearing 
gr^ns^ to ^ttrafl tl^^e Hlack;bir48 which you h^ye 
fo effe^ually celebrated : it (hall be my ambitiqn tp 
pjl^t good Q^j^hfaour^ ; an^ wl^it with Lord Du4- 
Ifry an^.lu^ ex]0tii:s« Mr. Hylton.with his fofils, aA4 
IRyfe)f wid;^ my,fir^ ornie^ ia jtjverp not fome roq^ 
to expert tb^t we.n^y^attraf^ t)ie tafter^ tl^f way !) 
but Hrft we muil take fome care to advertife them 
\)fh^e their treafurf;^ lie* -7» Another day is p^fTod^ 
ap^ Mf^ Miller:^ ^^f^ has ag^in, b^en with me^ and: 
waike4 me. out o( a fo^d.ileep .t(k bre^kfaft-**H^. 
xpf?ftUP^^.'vvitl> wh^TeJi^anf^e h^/?/^ a fayvey^r^: 
HfuU^oiiyi emplpy^fi in. tfk^g pUns of the fie)4 cf 
l|>j;tle n^^r Edge-hUL ThisJk p^prfqs.ti^ enrigli, 
v^th a n\upb^ of ane^dot^e^ glea^uid from his neighs 
bf^Jtiood ; .lyhich muft probably render it extremely, 
cm^^ainrng ; and fuji^ly Edge-hill fight wa$ n^vec 
infffie nrv^Htunate. to t^e n^tioj^ than it; W8|s luck// 
hi Mr. Mi^)<^^i H« V^mt^y togeith^r with>thts pl^n^ 
^npthfir A^t of B«dyv^y Caftlo, I approvip hU de^* 
%^ iitf wiy||byt}u«.a)gwas»..tap}k«yqy.h%fika^ 

hillock 
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hHbck of his eftate there, if not into clajjica!, at leaft 
into htfiondal ground. 

I HAVE done mighty little about my grounds 
iince laft winter. As indolence has on many occa* 
lions contributed to impair my finances, it is but juft 
that it fhould fometimes contribute to rejiore them. 
Yet I am not quite deftitute of fomething new for 
your amufement. 

Op late I have neither read not written a fyllable. 
What pleafed me laft was « Hogarth's Analyfis." 
I expeA Dodfley down every week ; and as he will 
Ipend a few days with me, I could wiih you were to 
meet him. His genius is truly poedcal, and hi^ 
fentiments altogether liberal and ingenuous. 

i 

I A M, at prefent, a furveyor of roads ; employed' 
in repairing my lane to the turnpike. How glaJ' 
fhould I be to meet you, and' to ftiew you its beauties T 
to (hew you Mr. Hylton's new feries of coins ;-*^' 
defigm as well as his performknces at Lappa ! *^h(Nt 
giad fhould I be to fee you ! yea, I would hardly fiiit* 
to return with you to Harbury ; were you to add Ai^' 
che obligation* I left Mr* Miller h\ doubt whether | 
he would not fee me at Radway fome time next 
we^. Evil and capricious health (the particulars I 
of wMch would make a detail of no importance) 
defkoys all my puhduality> and bids me promife with 
Jhari You^I trufti are mxMj at bcmei ^ad. wem 
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you tb be at Snitterfield, I would follow you with* 
out relodance. So, with hopes to fee you fhortly 
cither in Warwickfhii'c or Shropfhire, I reiinquifli 
the Ad)jea. 

I H A V E referved a very melancholy fubjed for the 
lafl. May you« and Mr. Graves^ and myfelf^ Hand 
firni to fupport the fabric of fiiendfhip, which has 
loft a very beautiful coluiiin in .poor Mr. Whiftler f 
he died of a fore- throat, which in a few days time 
turned to an inward mortification.«i^I will fay no 
more on the occaiion : very affeding has it i>een to 
me.— God prefervc your life, your happinefs, and 
your friendfhips ! and may you ever be ajuredot 
that with which I am, deiar Sii-, 

Your moft aftedUonate humble fervant, 

W. SlTENSTONB. 

. Shaxl I bega Unefrom you, as foonasmaybe? 
r-I do, moft earneftly. 

I AM given to underftan4 ttiat J may exped a 
Tiiit this fnmmer from the Blfliop of W.qrcefter; 
from Lord Ward, Lord Coventry, and Lord Guem- 
fey.<— It may be £>; but honours oi this fort, which 
"would formerly have aiFeded me^ perhaps, to^ deep- 
ly, have now loft much of their wonted poignancy. 
Qzxifii€h pcrfods bear to fee the fccjies riimti and to 
Jind the sm^ner gloomy ? Let fhrn^ as they are 4thU, 
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malGe my cixcinnftaiices mote &fHuent; and tkef 
fliall iind the refiexim in «o^ face and in /i&fir wctp* 
tion; biit» as this will never be^^ it is no compliment 
to declare;^ that an hour or two's interview witk yoi| 
or Mr. Graves outweighs the ^rriyal of the whole 
jBritiA f^^A^* 

SoMaxuiNQ elfe I have to &y, Voimg Pixdl 
laA wtfifer told ne, that the organift of Worcefter 
hftd fet your Ode (The Blackbirds) to mnfick; that 
he kiid the nuifkk ; and that he would iing it next 
erenii^ at ^e ffinningham concert. I have not 
heard hun mention it^rf, aad \frrgvt to enquire; 
toU if you happen to have dre notes* I ihould be 
glad if you would inclofe them ibr mc. 

I HAVE been of late much bent upon the increafq 
tX,im%$ in this neighbourhood.— Do not interpret 
me per'verfely ; I mean French-horns only. My Lord 
Dudley has had a perfon to teach two of his (er- 
vants — nothing— at my inftigation ; but your old 
acquaintance Maurice, n»ho lives at the corner of my 
4$ppi€e^ will exceed them in a week by means of a 
good ear. 1 have borrowed a horn jR>r him. Adieu ! 
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LXXXL ToC—^W— ,Efiir 

Dear Mr. W— , July «> i^54-' 

XT' O U do me juftice in believing, that I am truljr 
^ forry you have not been well. A degree or 
two of regularity more than what you have already 
will, I fancy, reftore your health, and my Satisfac- 
tion, and I beg you wUi afbrdme the ear&eft accoiml 
<^yo«r recoveiy. 

I coK5xoJBR£i> Maflftf W-^-^'s vifit 28 an afafialnte 
engagement, and remained at home in conftant^x^ 
pedatton of htm fer a fortnight together.—^ am, 
however, not forry, for his own bkc, that he is ^cm 
to Oxford, tsi^pecially as you feem to has^e an aiBi^ 
lanceof its proving .advantageous. Pray afTure j»im 
of my earnelt wifhes for his happinefs, and that 1^ 
Leafowes will be always at his &rvice, whenever, 
through the Bcklenefs of human nature;, hfi thinks 
pjcoper to give up a Mufe for a Waternay^h* 

I EXPECT Mr. Hylton daily. — ^He was laH week 
in London, and is now, I believe, at Coventry.— tfe 
will probably viirt you before he comes into this 
country.— He talked -of it when he left me»— I am 
obliged to he brief. 

PosT-woMAif waits for me, " multa gemens •.'* 
Dodfley is the piai^ fox your purpofo- Hehas, with 

* Kghmg mvtch, 

R z good 



,44 MK. SHENSTONB'S 

good genius, a liberal turn of niind.-»I exped him to 
fpend a few days here every week.— I will, if he re- 
turns through Warwickfhire, occaiion him to call 
upoq you ; but you knpw he is often lame with the 
gout, and will hardly be able to make any long ^i-r 
gr<?ffion. 

. You R cafe is exa6Uy mine. — You fay^ you cannot 
bear wrongs with patience, but you can fleep and 
forget them. — So can I— fo do I.-rDid I never tell 
you (if not, I do fo now) that indolence will, in a 
thoufand inibinces, give one all the advantages of 
philofophy ? and pray, if you call me lazy any more, 
take care that you do not ufe an exprelRon by way 
of difparagcment, which I confider as the higheil 
lionour. I am a fool, however, for difcovering my 
•fecrct. What a number of compliments might you 
have made me unwittingly ! 

** Tacitus pafci fi poffet corvus, haberet 
•« Plus dapis, & rixse minus invidiaeque *." 
Had I time, I could comfort you iindcr your ill- 

ufage, by difcoverbg. to you the fimilitude of my 

own iituation. 

Excuse this fcrawl ; accept my compliments ; car- 
ry tihcm to Mrs. and Mifs W— ; and believe me ever 
your obliged and mod obedient humble fervaat, 

W. Shenstone. 

• iMlTATION.-i* 

Could the crow feed in iilbnce, he woiild fneet 
Lefs itrife and envy to dilturb his treat. 

LXXXn, To 
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tiX!XXIL To Mr. J ago, on their Contribution td 
Do D 8 L B Y 's MifdeiTanie j; 

The UOoweb, 
Dear Mr. Jagd» Jan. 22,1755. 

I AM fare you muft ht puzded how lo account 
for toy filence, after the honour you have done 
me by your verfes, and the requeft you made that 
i would avriV^.— I am alio as much at a lofs hoW to 
give a proper weight to my apology. To fay I have 
been ill> would perhaps imply too much ; when I 
would only allude to that ftate of heavinefs and de^ 
je^on which is f6 frequently my lot at this time of 
the year; and which renders me both averje to 
writing, and utterly diflatisfied with every thing 
that I ^0 write. 

If at any time my hea^ grew a little lefs confnfed 
than ordinary, I was obliged to devote my attention 
to the affair in which I had iofooUJhly involved my- 
felf with Dodfley. You are unable to conceive 
what vexation it has given me: I could not endure 
to difafpoint him : of confequehce, it has been my 
lot to ftudy the delicacies of poetry when my brain 
was not fufiicient to indite a piece of common profe; 
but as the fnoufe (by which I mean my onvn per* 
^ormances) will fo foon make its ridiculous ap- 
ipearance^ it were totally impplitic in me to expatiate 
on the labours of the mouut^n^^Thc firH letter | 
R 3 received 
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recdvcd from yoo kft me greatly diiTausfifcL Iivai 
then to fend D— — vmyjS'jifl^ inftruftions in a poft of 
two.— You took little notice of any query I made; 
and indmated a difapprobatlon, which agreed too 
<tv«/7 with my own internal fentim£nts.-^I knew hot 
Iktt yoa were a»gfy at the Uhertits I had take»^ 
tiiottgli I could have fuppreifed any fingk paptr 
wfaith I had then conveyed to London .-^Little did 
I thmi imagine that it was in my power to have pro* 
craved tii^ aSair till wwy Had that been the cai^ 
I fhodd have troubled you with repeated embaffies | 
for I abhor the tedioufiiefs of the poftj and my i^^ 
tnac» do little at this time of the year that u of 
4ior( importance than dieir nofter's poetfy» 

VouR next letter convinced me that yo^ \A<i 
taken no offence; and fo far! was happy : but then 
\ wtmifid to have your Goldiineh^ as c<M're^ as 
yoor Blackbirds; there were fifm thiqgs I wi^d 
ym> io fibcrr ; and others in regard to which I wm 
tfeftmu^to fpeak my frntiments.. Add to thls/aiy 
twinD^nr^, widi which I was infinitel]^ Jiirvdiiiaiiy* 
f8d«r:..Why then did I not write !«^The tnie ite^foA 
«i«fi^-tlii» I was piefied by I>~ to fend conclafiomr 
«ywy foft; and though I have had all this \tiimc 
^^\t ^p^m) fince you wxote» f never €oiiki.«ii?/M«^ 
t^n more than the ^ce 'of a day or twow Be*> 
lides^ ciitkifins int he way of ktter xtt esctresnely 
iefioVA ftAd <fiffatisfik6bory; iafottiuch« diat I am 
• ^ . thoroughly 
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tiumttgk^dcSenxuMdndetv'tdpi^ for 

tiie fatar^ iiaie£^ I have the confNin^ of n^ ivie9Mfc$ 
ivhea I iend 60 tile preft; Hunkd as I then was, I 
§snt i^yoor two copies, andf vorhat I pvopiofe fbrhini 
6f my owR^ widi a kind Q^difintkhMy> pcmwy tair* 
led the beft readiiigs^ How yoo' woald appvove ol 
tiik meafitre 1 knei^ not;: but I had thiv to plead hi 
my hekaH^ that D^ wa» » pcrfeft of tafte hiti^Ufri 
that hfl had^ as^ I imagine<i^ Many learned fritndB-tiil 
tS&k him^ thafthts intereft was concerned indie peru 
lediott of \a^ Biiifeeliany ; and that I ^niiMed my 
own pieces to the fame judgawHiti 

After all, I am. bat ind&ffei«tidy fktisfied witii 
the prefcnt ftate of thefe contributions. D-^ writes 
juft lb macba^ hff d^ems lieti^ffaify in* the way^of 
buiiftef^ and pafTes by a tiioa&iid points in my lec^ 
ters which deferve an aaAvar. i£s laA zjupmtxa 
me, that he has fpent a whole day in the arrange- 
jount of what! have fent him; and that he piirpofes 
tx>^ took vss.ft9of-psati hefcto tfardo&of thiy week^ 
deftriiijf t woaldt &nd tdnm^ bask by the: netum of 
d^e poft. TKOietiittr titef amve on Sittuiday of ow 
Mondays I can keep- diem; till? the Thui^kbji &l^ 

«.■ 

An d this brings me, in the lad place, to the main 
^ipoib of thia letter,«-^It iS) a. reqaefi; obi whiok' I 
lay great ftrei^ and .which you muft not v^/t^mm^ 
R 4 upon 
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upon almoft any confideratbnu—I beg^ btSmt,/^i^ 
you would proaa^ me the favour of your, company 
tn Monday (or ^ven Tuefday) next, if poffible; and 
let us jointly ^ the readings o^ your piec^, of my 
^wn, and thofe of our common /ri>W/.-f->You will 
unmediately comprehend the expediencies iici^si now, 
in particular^ tfaSat bur names are to appear. Some 
alterations I think iucejfary in your Qoldfihdie8> and 
there are two of three jftantas wUch I think you 
might improre.— Neverthelefs, I will not pretend 
that this journey is. fo requifite upon your oomk ac- 
count as mine ; and will recommend it upon no other 
footing than the pleafure you will receive by the 
obligaticjn which you Will confen 

I TMQu c H t to have concluded here } but, as an 
envelope is now become altogether neceflary, have a 
temptation to -proceed which I did not fee before. 

It is no^ become Friday the twenty-fourth of 
January. The packets I fend, and the requeil that 
I make upon fo little waming» will> at firft^ afloniih 
you^— Unfbrefeen interruptions would not fuffer me 
todifpatch my courier foonen— What then remains, 
but that I endeavour to adjuft this affair agreeably 
to its pre/ent circumftances ? 

J. Yotr will readily conceive, from what y6u obferve 
in my packets, how deiirable your company is to 

me 
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me at diisjunfttire. ' Sappofingit Aen in yoHr/dww 
to come over on Monday, Tuefday, or even Wcd- 
hefday, I am inclined to believe you loilL Sup- 
pofing it not fo, I can fbrefee you Wiltnotliave tei- 
fure to fatisfy my queries by the return of the 
bearer: and what I would ff^^iff propofe is, that yoa 
would either fuffer me to fend again to you betwixt 
this time and Thuifday next; or that you would 
yourfelf difpatcha purpofe-meflenger, and allow me 
to pay for his jouf ney.— In either of thefe latter 
cafes, I am fure you fo well know the nature of mf 
prefent irrefolution, that you will endeavour to af- 
ford me all the affiftance you are able. 

Adieu ! my dear friend ! and depend upon mf 
beft fervices on every poffible occa£on. 

I ani ever your niofl affedionate 

and moft obedient fervant;, 

W. Shenstoitb* 



LXXXIII. To the fame, on the fame Subjeft. 

The Leafowes, 
Dear Mr. Jago^ Feb. 22, 1755- 

IRECEIVEDa letter frpm Dodiley, dated the 
fifteenth of February; informing me that you 
were then in town, had been with him, and left your 

diredions 
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matters^ whici, if hc'have j^rint^ witii my naiAc, 
incorred as they are» I ihall be utterly difconfolate; 
at Icaft, till I get light o( a fuceeeding impreffion.— 
For though I am not much felicitous about a poeti- 
cal reputation (and indeed it is of little importanpe 
to fb domeftic an animal as myfelf), yet I could ill en« 
dure to pafs for an affefted, powerlefs fretender. 

And now no more upon the fubjedt— I have no- 
thing to add that can the leafl amufe you.— Y0V9 
who have been converfant with all the bufy and the- 
iplendid fcenes of life* can want no materials to 
make a letter entertuning.«>-Indeed you never, did* 
— -I (hall be glad, however, to receive z. UngqiMf 
upon what fubjeds you pleafe. 

I HAVE paiTed a very dull and unamufive winter $ 
my health indeed rather better than I experienced, 
it laft year; but my head as confufed, and my Spirits 
AS low. I live in hopes of an opportunity of feeing 
you at Harbury ; but I begin now to receive vifita 
as an honeft beggar does an alms, with my humblefl 
thanks for the favour, and with a defpair of making 
a return. 

Perhaps my next letter may difcover fomewhat 
more refilution : inclination I never want; being at 
all times yn\h fmgular affe^on yours, 

W. Shenstonb. 
LXXXIV. To 
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LXXXIV. To the fame. 

The Leafowes, 
Dear Mr. Jago, April 3, 1755, 

I HAVE fo long expelled the favour of a few 
lines from you, that I begin at lad to queftion 
whether you received the letter I fent you. It was 

incldfed in one to Mr, M , whom I requefted to 

further it with all convenient expedition. I am nei- 
ther able to recoiled the whole contents of it; nor 
indeed, if I ivere^ could I endure the thoughts of 
tranfcribing thiem. The chief intention of it, how- 
ever, was to acquaint you of Mr. H — 's unhappy 
delay in the delivery of that letter with which yoa 
favoured me from Radway. 

Wh AT confifips me In a fufplcion that my lafl let- 
ter mifcarried is, that Mr. Wren lately acquainted 
me of your being at Wroxall upon bufinefs, and of 
your making fome flight mention of Mr. Dodfley's 
publication, without intimating that you difcoyered 
any delign you had of writing to me. This is mere 
preamble and ftufF: implying nothing more than 
the deiire I have to har from you, when it ought 
alfo to exprefs how impatiently I long to fee you. 
Worldly concerns and my winterly ftate of health 
have detained me at home for thefe many months 
paft : worldly concerns may have confined you like- 
wife ; but as your health and fpirits arc univerfally 

better 
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better than mine, and as you have much lefs diflike 
to travelling than myfdf, I would hope that my ab- 
fence from Harbury will never caufe you to negleS 
any opportunity of coming hither. For my own part, 
I have been meditating upon a viiit to you all this 
winter; and do, at this time, refolve mod flrenuoufly 
to perform it before June, But the many fuch 
fchemes of pleafure in which I have been difappoint* 
ed are a fort of check upon my expreiCons^ and 
make me promife with /ear ^ As to Dodfley^a per- 
formance, which you mufl have received before this 
time« I will make no obfervations till I have thq 
pleafure of feeing you: and yet there are many points 
I would difcufs, and many accounts I want to givfi 
you. So many indeed, that they would fumifh ou( 
perhaps a fuperficial drawling letter; but would 
ferve infinitely better for converfation, with the book 
before us. The volume, I am told, is well received 
in town; though political intelligence mull engrofs 
much of its prefent attention. 

Mr.HvLTON is in my neighbourhood, and upon 
the point of fettling at his farm* Could you pof- 
fibly fpend a week with us, we would try to make 
It agreeable. At all events, I beg to hear from you : 
and that, not merely as it will afford me great plea- 
fure, but as, at the fame time, it will eafe me of 
fome folicitude. I will not make this a long let- 
ter, though I wiih to receive a long one in return; 

having 
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Jiavmg a head very little <(iiaUfied to ^M atiy thin^ 
^at may amufe yoo, thoi^ a heart very fincerely 
aiidaie^ionat^ at your Service. 

W. Shenstonb. 



LXXXV. To the fame, 

TheLeafowes, 
!>car Mr. Jago, Dec. 14, i75«. 

THOUGH the filence that has prevailed for fo 
long a time betwixt us be, I fear, to be placed 
to my account, yet do I by no means imagine that 
you will dcfire me to fill half this letter with apo* 
jtogies. Suffice it, that I owe all the world, at this 
time, either letters, vifits, or money : yet that mf 
heart is as well diipofed in each of thcfe refpe&s, a8 
that of any one perfon who is infdvent. The regard 
indeed that I owe to you has been a troubldbme in* 
mate vdthin my boibm for fbme time paft ; making 
daily remonftrances ag;ainft the injufttce which I have 
done it ; and urging me ftrenuoufly to take horfe, 
and make my perfonal apologies at Harbury. ■ ■ 

I return you many thanks for Mr.S 's company, 

and for the fight of the manufcript which he (hewed 
me. Alas ! that I cannot fpare money to drain and 
to improve my lands, or to pat almoft any part of 
his excellent rules in execution ! and yet that Mr. 

Childe 
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Childe of Kinlett (hearing my place always termedL 
4^ farm) fhould come expedling.to find all things ma- 
naged here according to the perfeAion oihujbaudry! 
As little can I pretend to improve Mr, S— 's trea- 
tise, as his treatifc iciU my farm: no farther at mofl, 
than in what regards the Jtyky or plan of his per- 
formance. Yet could I wifh to fee both // and bim 
again before he prints it ; wiping him all the fuc- 
cefs which Jiis very endeafvour deferves. AfTuredly 
the prefent is not the time for his publication : more 
immediate remedies than can be derived fropi agricul- 
ture are become abfoktely requifite to relieve the 
fufferingsof this nation.rrl fhould be extremely well- 
pleafed to vifit you at Harbury, but cannot evea pro- 
pofe to myfelf rfiat l^appinefs at /r^/^ ; and were I 
rven to promife, have but too much reafon to know 
the uncertainty of my. performance. Yet am I feniible 
enough we gugbt to meet, if we purpofe that what we 
print ihould have the advantage of our mutual criti- 
pfms. Let me then conjure you to come over, at 
your convenience, for a few days, that we may agree 
at lead upon fome^^^o/ points, and make no worie, 
a figure in the future Mifcellany than we have doue 
in the foregoing *.— But I have really more things 
to fay than I will pretend Xofcraixjl xr^n paper; not 
can I endujre to retail a few particulars, while I axu 
impatient to communicate the whole. 

• See the Edinburgh Review, N** L^ 

Let 



1 E t t E R S. tS7 

Let me acquaint you while I remember, that 
{here is at this time ft Mr. Duncombe and his ion, 
clergymen, that are publiifhing a hew tranilation of 
Horace. Whatever you may think of their /ucce/s, 
after Francis, I believe I may pronounce them men 
of r^al merit, and in no wife deftitute of learning or 
genius. They have reqiiefted me to communicate 
any ver^on or itnitatidn that I Can furnifh, either of 
my own or of any friends ; therefore, if you hdve 
dny thing of this fort, I lliould be glad if you would 
put it in my power to oblige them. The fon has an 
« Ode to Heilth" in the fourth volume of Dodfl^y'i 
Mifcellanyi 

Under the head of intelhgence, I have mighty 
Kttle to convey. — The houfe at Hagley is in a man- 
ner finifhed, fo far as concerns the ihell ; and wants 
nothing befides a pbrtic6 tb be as coxhpleat as mofl: 
in England.— Priy remlember me to Mr. Talbot, 
Mr. Miller, and Mr. Holbeach; fhould they call 
Upon me next year, they Will Mi. my place better 
Worth dieir notice. 

I A M and ha'Xfe b^eii eVer, cordially and moft af* 
feftionately. 

Your moil obedient fervant, 

W. Shbnstoni. 

Vol. III. S LXXXVI. To 
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LXXXVI. To Mr. G raves, with fome Account of 
Politics and Poetry. 

The Leafowes, 
Dear Mr. Graves, April 4, 1755. 

"^LZ OU will he harraffed with my letters till you 
- ■* condemn my exceifive leifure as loudly as I 
have Umented that you fhould ever feel the nvant of 
k. Nor is it a point fo eafdy decided tvhich of us 
may be the gresitcr /ufferer; you through my afficiouf- 
mfsy or I by your long fiknce* Yet the partiality 
which you have ever Ihewn me will, I think, difpofe 
you to receive my letters more patiently than it is 
in my power to fuftain the lofs of jours. After all, 
I' fhould not write at prefent, but that the Mifcel- 
lanies with which Dodfley compliments us arrived 
laft week at The Leafowes« I defire therefore you 
would acquaint me, whether the fett, that he means 
for you fhould remain here till your arrival ; or if 
you chufe that I fhould fend it by the Birmingham- 
ftage to Bath. Having made this enquiry, I was: 
thinking to conclude; but cannot reconcile myfelf to 
thfi novelty of fending ^^« three empty pages. The 
Parliament will rife too foon for the publication 
of my " Rural Elegance;" and having performed 
my promife to Dodfley, I think no more about fuch 
laurels: z^ th^fuBUc can bellow upon me, but am 
giving all my attention to fuch as I can purchafe 
of. my. nu£fei.y-man. I wifh^ however, that the vo- 
' lumc 



lumetiuiy recoaipehcel)odney (or his trouble: Ittitf 
alfo add> for his ingenuity, ainj fot his pottcenefs iini 
giving each of tt$ a compleat fett. They are elc-^ 
gantly boand> and all as much aiik^ ais pofible. 

The prefent crifis of fbate-atfairs does not fe6m to 
favour his publication, as the attention Of the public 
muft lean greatly to that quarter. I faw a letter 
from Sir William M— — » (Who correfpOnd3 With 
Lady Luxborough), which placed theftrUggles of the 
luiniftry in a clearer light than they had yet appear-* 
ed to me. It feems that perfons df all denoAiihai* 
tions are for carrying on the war with vigour; and 
the King's application for a Vote of Credit was rfc* 
ceived with general approbation. The zeal of the 
Parliament was indeed fo reiriarkabk oU this dcca^* 
fion, that, inftead of the 600,000 /. at firfl intended, 
it was thought proper to propofe a inilliort. JBut 
tiie Services were afcertained, and the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer made accountable for th6 applicatioil 
of it. The augmentation of the fleet with 26,066 
feamen ; the raiflng 5000 marines on a plan of di« 
\dding them into fmall companies, which will render 
them more ufeful both by fea and land ; the comple- 
tion and reinforcement of the Irifti regiments ; arc 
the ufes to which this million is to be appropriated. 
Mr. Fox and his land- war-party fat mute, whilft 
Mr. Legge with great opennefs and perfpicuity ex- 
plained the prefent fchemes ; as they were calculat-^ 
Sz ed 
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ed to exert our whole ftrength at Tea, and if, poiii<^ 
ble, no where elfe. Mr. Dcklington^ who^ it feems^ 
has not fpoke for many years> charmed every body* 
His wit did not only entertain> but animate and af" 
fed his hearers. «* // *were better, he faid, than lofe 
" the dominion of the Ocean, that the Ocean Jhould o^er* 
** *whelm us : for njubat Briton could njoijh to lea've a pof 
«* terity cranuHng upon this ijland, only to feel the ty^ 
*« ranny, andfiuell the viSories of France F** It feems 
F— » in hisoppoiition to the Duke of of Newcaftici is 
fupported by the Duke of Cumberland, his army> 
and the Scotch : that the minilhy (or the D; of 
N— 's party) feem not difpleafed with a profped of 
uniting with the Tories, who now hold the balance i 
and it feems the Tories, by Sir William's letter, are 
as little difpleafed to unite with the Miniftry. 

You will guefs that good part of this political ac- 
count is tranfcribedi and you will guefs aright. I 
had fome thoughts that it might amufe you, and had 
no occafion to ufe other expreflions.-^Let me now, 
once niorei return to the futile objeds of my o^n 
amufement. The impreifion upon this letter will 
be taken from my new feal. The motto that I have 
pitched upon is, svp erestmemoria: though I yet 
retain fome hankering after the iingle word p ras- 
ter it is. Probably this, however, is not the laft 
Ifeal that I fhaU caufe this man to cut in fteel. The 
altar is not yet finiihed : ante omnia MvsAE;but 

it 
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it docs not quite fadsfy me.— I will inclofe the two 
laft letters I received from Mr. Dodfley ; but you 
muft not think I build too much upon any compli- 
ment which he there makes me.— ^It is true^ I think 
him a very fincere man ; but he cannot have been 
converfant fo long with modern-writers, but he mull 
CjOnje£ture> when their piece is publiihed^ that they 
a little hunger for appl^ufe. I am now uncertain 
whether you will receiVc a letter from him ; as he 
has, unaccountably I think> fent your books hither, 
and not to Bath. I am, however, fully fatisfied, that 
your firft and laft pieces more efpecially, do credit 
to his colledtion, and muft pleafe all pcrfons of 
tafte. 

I DESIRE my beft refpefls to Mrs. Graves, who 
will be pleafed to fee the afFedion that fubiifts be-'> 
twixt you perpetuated. She will alfo feel fome fa- 
tisfadlion in the profeffions of friendfhip that are 
made you by your moft affectionate and faithful 
humbje fervantj, 

W, Shenstqne* 
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LXXXVII, To the fame, with a Reconuncnd?^don 
of Mr. DoD SL E Y to his Acquaintance, 

From Mr. Ba(k«rvi]]e'9» • 
Birmingham, July 27, 
Dear Mr, Graves, 1756. 

IT were needlefs for nie to recommend to you a* 
perfon whom you k> truly eftcem as Mr.Dodflcy; 
and from whom you will gladly receive a vifit, not 
more upon «jf account, than upon his and your #w». 
«->*AlI I beg is, that, coniidering the fhortnefs of his 
time at Bath, you will be acquainted with him at 
firE fight I whichf I think, ihould ever be a maxim 
with perfons of genius and humatiity.— He has made, 
a few days extremely agreeable to me at The Lea- 
fpwes; has been (hewing me his new Tragedy, 
which I wifhed you alfo might perufe. If I b^ not 
unaccountably impofed upon by. my friendihip for 
the writer, the extraordinary merit of this perform- 
ance is altogether unqueflionable.— -I will not inform 
you through what hands it has paffed in town ; be* 
caufe I would have you communicate your fcnti- 
ments to him with entire freedom, being aiTured the 
delicacy of them may yet be of fervice, and that the 
cpennefs with which you communicate them will be 
infinitely pleafmg to Mr. Dodfley. He has done me 
the honour to alk me for an epilogue: — I 'wtfi, but 
fear to undertake it. — Should any lucky hint occur 
to jou, I well know how much you are able to ma- 
nage 
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nagc It to advantage. In that cafe, I wouW beg a 
line from ydtt the firft opportunity.*— What talk 1 df 
a line from you, who am at this very time many let- 
ters and apologies in your debt I but I cannot add 
many fyllables to the letter I am writing— 1 will 
write again in a few days. Mean time, my compU- 
ments to Mrs. Graves; and remember, that Mh 
Dodfley and you become well acquainted at firft 
fight. 

I am ever, dear Mr. Graves, 

your moft affedionate humble fervant, 

W. Shenstome. 



LXXXVIII* To the fame, on Mr. Dodsley and 
his Works, ^ 

The Lcafowes, 
Dear Mr. Graves, Mar. 7, 1 757. 

I HAVE paired a very dull arid unamufive win- 
ter here — the worfe, for being neither difpofed 
nor qualified to keep up a correfpondence with my 
friends : with j'tf//, among the chief \ and yet it is up- 
on you that I mufl depend to make up my deficien- 
ces with Mr. Dodfley. — The poor man has been af- 
flidled with the moft lafting fit of the gout he ever 
underwent before.— His patience, on thefe occafions, 
is inimitable.— His excurfion to ^^ Regions ofTer" 
ror and Pity is not the only in fiance of his ability to 
compofe verfes in the midfl of pain. When he fent 
S 4 me 
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me a copy of it, he let me know, that he had trant 
mitted another to you by the fame poft : I fhould be 
glad to receive your remarks upon it, ere I commu- 
nicate my own. I have, for fome weeks paft, found 
my head fo terribly confufed, that it has been with 
difficulty I could think or expre/s myfelf on the moft 
fuperficial topic. I hope, in a little time, to be able 
to examine it more attentively than I can at prefent: 
yet, in the mean while, muft acknowledge, that I 
think his fubjedl capable of fumifhing extraordinary 
beauties for an Ode : and fuch, I think, he fliould 
call it : dropping the narrative parts and the con- 
nexions as much as poffible. I cannot wifh him to 
print it withoHt very material alterations, and what 
would occasion almofl the fame trouble as it would 
require to nenv-nvrite it. I do not mean this as a 
condemnation of what he has already done, fo much 
as a proof of my opinion how much he will be able 
to improve it. J/}er all, it will fcarce affedl me half 
fo much as his Tragedy. He is fo honefl a man, 
that the work he has to give the world is much bet- 
ter than the fpecimen : or, to borrow an idea from 
my fituation^ the grain that he has to deliver will 
prove much better than the fample. It is with 
fliame I acknowledge I have not yet fent him his 
epilogue; and I feel the greater compun6lion of 
mind upon this fcore, as it is poffible he may impute 
my negleA to Garrick's refufal of his play. This 
weighs nothing with you or me ; a thoufand mo-» 
dves may affed a Manager, that have little or no- 
thing 
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^hing to do with the merit of the performance ; yet 
he may fo far thank Mr. Garrick, that whatever his 
refufal takes from the refutation of his Tragedy, it 
will, through Dodfley's induftry, add apparently to 
its value. I have not yet been able to fatisfy my- 
felf with every part of your epilogue, and muft ei- 
^er omit fending it at' prefent, or muft fend him 
an imperfeft copy. If you write to him, let me 
beg you to give the moll favourable account you ofM 
of me. 

Somebody acquainted me (I think it was Mr. 
Talbot) that your old friend Ballard had bequeath- 
ed you his coins for a legacy. I was truly glad to 
Jiear it; but have wondered fince, that you never 
once informed me of fo coniiderable an acquiiition. 

iREMEMBERa pocm of yours, called , upon 

^e prefent tafte iii gardening ; which you will not 
wonder if my late employments make me wiQi once 
'more to fee. Be fo kind as to fend me a copy of 
this, as well as of any other little pieces that you 
have in your bureau. Some of yours deferve a bet^ 
tcr place than what is affigned them in the Maga- 
zine. In particular, I remember that upon Enigmas, 
and Mopfy. Be aifured, I will make no u/e of any 
without your previous confent. You know, I fup» 
pofe, that Dodfley's other Mifcellanies do not ap- 
pear before next winter.— I received from him, to- 
gether with his Ode, a few Elegies publilhed by Mr^ 

Whitehead. 



z66 MR. SHENSTOT^E'S 

Whitehead. They are, I think, worth your pera« 
fal ; and deiigned by my worthy friend to excite 
xny emulation.«-^Aias ! that I am fo ill able to 
deferve the encouragements ^hich I receive from 
him ! 

My neighbour Bafkerville, at the clofe of this 
month, publifhes his fine edition of Virgil. It will, 
for iyfe and faper, be a perfe^ curiofity. He fol- 
lows the Cambridge edition. i 

What think you of their management in reg^ard 
to Mr. Byng? I cannot help thinking the King 
ihould pardon him. The Court-martial, by acquit- 
ting him of cowardice or difaffeftion, have left no 
tnoU<ve for his negligence, befide an error ofhisjudg'^ 
tnent : for we cannot impute it to fupineftefs, indiffi" 
rence, or inattention. And then to fentcnce a man 
for error, is to expedi infallibility. That twelfth 
article of war is moft undoubtedly ill expreffed.— * 
Pray do not forget my beft refpefts to Mrs. Graves. 
1 — Let me hear from you foon, and believe me ever 
yours, 

W. Shenstone. 
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LXXXIX. On the fanie. 

, The Lcafowes, 
Dear Mr. Graves, Aprils, 1757. ? 

WH AT remarks I had to make upon our friend 
Dodfley's Ode, I fent him the laft poft.^ 
J would gladly have occafioned them to pafs by' 
C^verton; but, having delayed them fo long, I* 
was impatient to convince him that I had nat'wbolly^ 
difregarded his reqneft. They are indeed pretty 
copious : and yet I have referved to myfelf die pri-' 
vilege of re-criticifing when I fee his altered copy. 
I recommended to him the addition which you pro- 
pofed, and fome others ; and if he will but take the 
pains that I have chalked out for him, I doubt not 
that he will render it an excellent Ode, though he 
inay not find it a very popular one. I have alfb fent 
him a copy of bur epilogue, not nrach different from 
what you faw ; to thefe I added my little Ode on 
Lady Luxborough*s fumifhing her library, and Per- 
ry's Verfes upon the Malvern-waters. At the clofe 
of thefe laft, there appears (with Perry's approba- 
tion), a Ihort addrefs to Dr. Wall of Worcefter; a 
very eminent phyfician, and the great patron of 
this mineral, who has promoted a fubfcription in 
the county towards buildings oear this weU, for the 
accommodation of Grangers. * 

I PURPOSE 
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I PURPOSE alfo to give Dodfley the Kttle 
Ode I inclofe ; and would beg the favour of you 
to advife me concerning the additional fbiizas^ 
to fix the readings in the refl, and to return me 
the copy. 

I COME now to analyze your remark on Ballard*! 
legacy; which is indeed very ingenious^ but will 
fcarce bear examination : nor do I think that you 
rather wiih to \idst found that fet of niedals» than to 
have them gi'ven you by a deceafed friend. Af- 
furedly> if we do not allow pleafure to be fredtmu- 
nant in this kind of melancholy, we dcftroy the 
foundation of all tragic or elegiac writings ; Melpo- 
mene has no place ainongil the Mufes; and the 
pains that we have taken with our friend Dodiley's 
peniive Ode have been employed to no purpofe* 
But you want not thefe pedantic flpuriihes, and ar^ 
wholly of my mind. 

Martin's Magazine is, I believe, pretty ob- 
fcure ; and I wonder where you got a fight of it. 
It was, however, fortunate enough for m$ that yoa 
gave no copy of " James Dawfon." I never yet faw 
your vcrfes on that Grotto, or from Pb^edrus, and I 
want to fee your W— once more, concerning whiph 
you are filent Your " Pepper-box" and « Mopfy '* 
might, I think, appear in Dodfley's Mifcellany, 
either with or 'without your name. I alfo want a 

copy^ 
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cofY of your verfes upon Riddles ; and whenever 
you have a leifure hour, fhodd be glad if you 
tvould look them out and fend them* 

Go and think yourfelf an happy man ; at lea(l> 
if your children be recovered, as I am inclined to 
think they aret and give my fervice to Mrs. Graves, 
for the happinefs that fhe occafions you; of which I 
cannot but partake, being, with conftant and finc«re 
a^cdion, your moil obliged humble fervant, 

W. Smenstoke. 



XC. On the fame. 

Dear Mr. Graves, About 1757* 

DO you know my hand-writihg ?— It is really 
fuch a length of time fince you had demands 
upon me for letters, that I am hardly able to enu- 
merate the feveral caufes of my negleft. This I 
know, that fcarce a day has paifed, during this in- 
terval of filence, in which I have not remembered you 
with the mod aifedionate eileem.-^! ^ofe you cor- 
reipond with our friend Dodfley ; and that it is not 
altogether difagreeable to you, to find he is printing 
fome of your verfes; He has many, alas ! too many# 
of nunc ; which I fuffered him to take away in fum- 
mer, and which the ftate of my winter health and 
(pirits renders me but ill able to revife. I believe, I 



^79 MJU SHENSTONB'S 

•m, evdn now» the principal caufe that his tivorfflfo 
lutnes remain yet nnpubliihed ; nor can I expra&tiie 
pain it gives me> to be thns detrimental to his in* 
terefts^ and to delay the publication of fo much bet- 
ter pieces than my own. I am alfo diffatisfied upon 
^Mother fiwre : I mean# that I have been wanting ti 
|iiyfelf» in not afking the benefit of your advice; 
Ifi'hich I have heretofore experienced tq be at encl 
fi> comftrtahU and fo ad'vafttagiuis; btit although t^ 
fcheme was projedled in fummer» the bufiiiers of «or« 
redlion was (by me at leaft) deferred till winter, and 
then I had neither fpirits to corre^ or to cwrefponi* 

I AM really as much obliged to you for the pains 
which you took on my behalf in London, as though 
idieJkhjeS of your enquiry were a thing of inore iinr- 
portanct to me; but, indeed, you can hardly coil- 
ceive how indifferent I am now grown, not ^nly as 
to articles of tbatfirt, but to aught that regards ex-* 
temal fplendor. 

I as AL LT have fit/i titoe to enter upon the merits 
•f inoculation; but am very fure that Mrs. G-^'s 
danger was enough to influence your determinatioi). 
) am heartily glad to hear of her recovery; and 
can but look upoii the Weeks which I purpofe to paTs 
fomc time hereafter with yoil at Claverton, as the 
moft agreeable of any that belong to the remainder 
of my life. - I am fenfible, that if I covite^ iofiim 

in 



' t r T T B R «. ■ ^74 

in poetry, I ftiould lofe no timcin.vifiting public 
places : hut my wiflies of that fort are moll extreme- 
ly limited^ and I ihall vifit you on the account of 
friendfljip ; that is (paft all doubt) on a much better 
principle* 

I H AVE long meant to write tp you, and have ac- 
cordingly given fome anfwer to moft parts of your 
laft letter. Neverthelefs, the occafion of this prc- 
fent letter is quite of another kind.— A young painter 
of my acquaintance is advifed to go to Bath ; has a 
recommendation to the Biihop of B-— , who will in* 
tFoduce him to the Duke of N— . And though I 
cannot fo eafily bring him acquainted with nobles 
or prime-miniflers, I can give him directions to my 
friend, who« in point of taile» is their fuperior. The 
perfon then, who, I fuppofe, will be the bearer of 
this letter, has, by dint of mere ingenuity, rifen to 
a coniiderable eminence in fruit-pieces, &c« He has 
been employed by Lord Lyttelton, and is much ad- 
mixed at Oxford : for my own part, I believe you 
will think he is in few refpeds inferior to, and has 
(if I am not miilaken) fome advantages of, Stran- 
over ; but you will fee his pieces. All I have ta 
fay further on the occafion is, that he is a native of. 
our pariih, and a particular friend of mine ; and if 
it were in your power to promote his intereft at Bath, 
you would not only highly gratify me, but at the 
fame time do a fervice to one of the leafl affumin^,. 

moft 
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snoH ingenious, and inoA amiable men I know.-^f 
beg my beft refpeds to your family, and am, dear 
Mr. Graves, moft aiffedionately yours^ 

W. Shenstoke. 



XCL On the fame. 

The Leafowes, 
Dear Mr. Graves, May 36, 1758. 

I THANK God, I have recovered a tolerable de- 
gree of health this fpring; though by no mean? 
free from fo much heavinefs and latitude, as renders 
me averfe to all a6tivity both of body and mind. In 
tlie couffe of my diforder, fo long as I cdiild bear tor 
thfjsk of^ny fublunary enjoymerit, I reiriefiabered my 
friends, arid of courfe thought much of you i but its 
advances were fo precipitate, when 1 fent fdr jhe 
phyficians, that I foon recdved a wiireHcb firbm every 
objcft of this world : and it was by flow degrees, 
even after my recovery, that my mind took fo much 
root again as appears neceflary for its immediate 
fbpport. I fuppofe you have been informed that my 
fever was in great meafure Iiypochondriacal ; and 
left my nerves fo extremely fenfible, that even on 
no very intereffing fubjedl, I could readily think my- 
felf into a vertigo : I had almoft faid an epilepfy; 
for furely I was oftentimes near it. It became there- 
fore, expedient for my recovery, to amufe myfelf 
with a fucceflion of the moft trivial objefts I could 

find; 
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■£nd ; and this kind of carelefihefs I have, indulged 
till it is grown into an habit. Even letters to mf 
friends are hardly con fiilent with my rdle of health; 
yet I could be no longer filent with regatd toj9u'» 
^without feeling a fenfation that would hurt me fncrei 
rThis may fairly enough be termed die firft Utter' 1 
iiave wrote fince my recovery; wherein if I fhould 
iell you one half that I am inclined to do/rdating td 
this dreadful illnefs, what room fhould I then leave 
to fpeak on any other fubjedk ? ' I mud, therefbrei teB 
thefe things by word of mouthy or write diem fbme 
x>ther time. The journies which my friends^ and in<^ 
deed phyficiani, propofe for me, are what certainly 
•bid faireft for the completion of niy cure: yet there 
are many, many things, which> however unfit for th0 
taik> I muft endeavour to adjufi: before I csn leave 
4iome with any poffibility of ei^oyment. Need I 
mention any other than my curfed embarraflment 
with D— &; who, during my danger, was induced to 
flop proceedings ; but is now beginning law afrelhi 
and^ by the removal of tenants From bis Hisst of die 
Harborough eltate, has now wriggled himfelf i^ 
poiTeifion of almoft one half of tnine f tiawevf^t I 
dm not without hc^es of feeing all terminated ib a 
little time; nor entirely without a profpedl of feeing 
you at Glaverton this fummer. That you may think 
this the more probable, I am prefTed by two ^oun^ 
gentlemen^ whom I very much efteem, to accompany 
them on a vifit to Mr. Bamfylde in SomelTetfhire^ 
Vol. Ill, T Thefc 
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t*li«ft tn^agehtkiheh My Mr. D^altand Mr.Kni^ 
Perktps ycnrf macf have hdrdof Mr. Bamfyldev wha 
fo i^ fntRth at Bath; is thete now witk his kdy» or 
Imk teft the piade but latdly ; and Wkof^ fbttmne^ pn^- 
ftm^ ftgartsy dnd accomplHhmdnts, cMi hardly kare 
ihnr kntg unnoticed is aniy place wHerd he refida^. 
Yet iky Vifit to Eftcrownb nmft be of fe^ondary ccm*- 
fttpetic^ to me^ ^thI]il you Hv^ by the toad^fide. I 
ft» ihvdi ob%ed to ym fbr you^ eoffiplBif^ent on lAj 
Fi]iematia iii j(>odifIey^sf MifteHdnies ; which c^mc 
▼eiT^ feafhrnd^i eonfidemg k<Nr t had been m^rtS- 
fied by the £rll «gh^ of wha^ wifii d^fe. To fpdak 
^ tnAh> there are meny tfifigd apfe^r there Veiy 
eo H Cia iy to my in!entioii»; hot which I ani txior^ 
dd£roPds:iiiay be attributed to the tfafeafonablenefs of 
wy . ferver, thanl to iny friend I>*a»*s precipitatkxu 
J/fy^\&po{e w«a to acknowledge as mine, tone of th# 
{neocs'whieh now follow the longer Ode t» Lady 
i/u^btffetigh. Her itome was actually Mafed; as 
aBb my Q#n at ^ cbie of yotir Fable« The verlifis 
h^ Mrs. .Btariet to Mr. Richardfen were abMutely 
Bty Ik) ni»e; wlieiti lay naihcf oecflrs again* Alt 
fhi« b 9t§Aih me s as HI thing in \xk\i invidJbud te 
kvit om'd name I'ecnr To often^ and as lUf otvn lines 
tifxtPitdiS the merit which my friends fb UberSilIf 
aittcy^ ne^MSkThe tdi-fes of so^e in the fix£h Wmne 
(whiohiW^s printsd before, th^ fifth) were pHnied 
WithonI oiy knowledge^ and when I fent u{) an 
ittiphTVtd copy/ it arrived a § tod deal too late. As 

thiiigs 
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things happen, I ani inade to dwii feVeml things of 
inferior merit to thdfe \iiiich 1 ^ not' awnj-r^hH 
this is ogainU me; but my thoughts dre ayotatvi 
i&an this edition, and wholljr fixed upon a futi^ ( 
wherein, 1 hope, Dodiley ii^ill be prevailed updn to 
omit ibme things alfo from ctBir hands \Vhich dLfcrci^ 
dit hi^ colle£tion : andj to balahte ati n^ tRfi^fon\ 
on this head, the world will know that I kfii cAccmi 
ed by a perfon whom I efteem fo much as joii.**! 
know not how it happens, but the tafte for hui^oit)^ 
poetry does not prevail at this tidie: yet. I cannot 
agree with Mr. J. Warton, that it is 66 po^tt-y ut tdk 
any more than that a ^ood rdpre^eiitation of P.iit-ck 
boors is not a pidture,*— His brother, the Profeifor, is 
to be here with his pupil Lord Donnegal, &c. this 
fc^ fummer.— Mr. Spence and Mr. Dodfley will ftay a 
^^4fty or two here ^is month uiv their way to Seo^ad; 
and Mr. Home, the author of Douglas, &c. called 
on me, and we Ipent kri eveiilfig tbgether at Ad- 
nliral Smith's, Thus my ferme crnh procurerine 
interviews with perfons whom it might otherwiic be 
my nxjijb rather than my good- fortune to fee. "VVoidd 
to Qod, it could attrad jou^ whom 1 more long to 
fee than any one ! and let me tell you, there were 
coniiderable additions made to it laft year: Dodfley 's 
{>refeHt ti Faunus; a new Gothic- building, or ra- 
ther a ikteen, which colt ten pounds ; and the ruins 
of a Priory, which, however, make a tenant's houfe, 
that pays me tderable poundage.-j-I am growing a 
little into your talle ; why fhould not you advance 
T 2 farther 
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&]ther into mne f I mean, I have a love for mei 
dais, by means of fome that have been given me ; 
yet do not think that I fhall ever rival j'oa— my ob- 
jed is only beauty ^ and I love only thofe of exquifite 
workmanfhip ; fo that this is no more a rivalihip 
than that of two perfons who admire the fex, but 
love different individuals ; a rivalihip, which, I truft, 
is more likely to cement our friendfhip than dif- 
nnite as ; which it is my cotfuiSiion and my comfort no 
fort of livdfiiip will ever do. I have hardly room to 
exprefs my good wifhes for long health and happi« 
nefs to Mrsk Graves and your little family, and to 
fubfcribe myfelf, my dear friend. 

Your ever affeflionate humble fervant, 

W. Shenstone. 



XCII, On the fame. 

Dear Mr. Graves* July n, i75'« 

T gives me great anxiety when I refleft how long 

i have waited for the fatisfadlion of a line froitt 

you. I beg, if you are alive and well, you will let 

me know fo by the next poft. 



I 



Mti . Dodfley and Mr. SpenCe have been here, and 
ftayed a week with me. The former was in certain 
hopes of feeing you in town ; but I do nOt find that 
he either faw Of heard froin you, which adds to my 
anxiety* . . = - 

1 HAVa 
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^ I 9 AVE feen few whom I liked fo much; upon {6 
little acquaintance, as Mr. Spence ; extremely po^ 
lite, friendly, chearful, and matter of an infinite 
fund of fubjedb for agreeable converfation. Had 
my affiurs permitted me, they had certainly drawn 
nie with them mto Scotland ; whither they are goiie» 
for slbout a month, upon a journey of curioilty* 

I BELIEVE It will give you pleafure to hear tioit 
my Iftw-fttit with D— is accommodated, by the ge- 
nerous interpofition of my Lord Stamford ; concern* 
ing whofe benevolence and magnanimity it is imr-*. 
poflible for n^e to fpeak in the terms which they de« 
ferve. It is ended, I hope, not very difad'vantage* 
pujly for me ; apparently with one advantage, of bc-r 
ing intirely exculpated in the opinion of all mankind* 
The common method (as M. Bruyere obferves) is 
to condemn both on thefe occaiions. This fuitf 
people's indolence, and faveurs their impartiality*. 
And though the equitablenefs of my whole condudl 
in this affair was felf-evident to all that were near 
me, yet I found many thsU were inclined to blame 
us botbi 2ixAfome that I could never convince till ntn^ 
that the fault was not nmholh mine^. 

Your .*« Pepper-box and Salt-feller'- are in one 
af the Chronides.— They pillage Dodfley'a two laft 
Tolumeji of all that if tvoith .pejrDfal«-i^ fundyr haye' 
Conine friend amongfl the writers pf the Manthly 
T I Review i 
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Review ; for I hav^ ncut only e&a^ped a floggkig^^f 
»iRti(€ated with; greai civility* ' 

.. .K N Evsi; know hew Ht l^avft off whim 1 hbpH 
Wiitttig to you» having always a great doAt.fftfa]i| 
Ijttoly iinrpafod you a f(pw Uhm* to d^Sv« yoii^idd 
writa^ire&ly. Pray ou^ke my bpft t^owpltnioiit^ to 
Mrs. Graves, and believe me ever yoursi moft inva^i 

X^lill To the ^nia, containing an Account of H^ 
Excurfions ai\d Amufements* ^ ' 

I. HAVE had daily e^tpeflations of a line horn 
you theft two montlis : confciou^; howeveri'that; 
1 did Mt defdrv^any ; and affording a m^idfeib in- 
flaaoe of the infatuations of felf^love. T\Mt hA let^ 
€»! that I received of' youra is dated iihe tlofe^ 
July^ £noe which tine I hare been chiejiy engaged 
in my cuflomary asuifexi^^ts; embelliflilhginyfanii^ 
and receiving the company that came to fee it. My 
fsdnoipal ^curfiom have been te Bi^vxil^, tmVJbiA 
Girey^s bi^h-day ; \6 I^otd ^vA^^u^-ibasi^^ 
fovitatioA; and-to the Worcefter MaiioHMeilR^' ' 4 
nsie4 nc« niention what an a|>pe^aiioe tkefer 'waeisf . 

compas| 



L R T T fi R S, ^79^ 

comfMT 1^ Worcefttra d^zli^^Qugh^ jcau »^^.. 

puUk plitce tkeTc «e« y^ni • ¥(N f Qil4e :):4ii^ ip. 
eojoy dir ipkndor« »s well «$ the mti&e dvN: v^f 
piy^nfd. &r tts. I pm6mc^ nothing io t]i0 y^%y ^f. 
luimay can poSUjr gp fertbfr U»^ ^ Of^oHa 
of "TJw Al^fliah.*^ Jt4cwB^bfft««ppqfi(sr'fi.M' 
cpp^^^foioi). Yet I Cajm^d I c^dM x^^a^y^ j^. 
/*rt/ in itp wjjeneift BawWrp jftigfi^al feil?4 :fewf: 

to what the wwdi rpquiirttll. Y^m^y^i^^/^r 
bkffe, whom I bad iisen at Th« L^fi^H^iweni^^. 
cooiplju&nt to me as poffiU^iiviierMs i|>v^ my 
former fate^ in poblU J>1aCPi, *ft fee a* Uttl^ ,»f^gfiBd^4^ 
as a journeyman fhoe-maker.«?-rThere I firfl faw our 
prefent Bilhop; alfb oUr Ute'^Blfliop's monument, 
which is line. — Laftlyj therd I'Srft faw my Lady 
Coventry; to whom, I' believe,' cme tniift allow all 
that the world allows in point of beauty, 8^ ir 
certainly the moft unexceptiGnubk figore of a woman 
I ever (irar; aad maflc moil pf ih&l^ikf tW« ferm 
of aimoft another ,y^/>i. Qn^\i^e,i.was oot 
a lil^e pleaicd that I iiad iBie^ia.thb «r$ttffipn; an^ 
TC turned with double rcJiih tQ the enjoyment of my 
farfn. It is novv hi^h tiine to take fome notice of 
your obliging letter, J think t was hot told the 
purport of the jpurue)' yc^* O^aJc to London i fo can 
pnly fay, I zm v«fy ferry &r the aggravating cir- 
cumftances of yflat 4iiI«ppQin£inQtit; and hope, long 
before thi* tiise, that Mn, Graves u qiiUe teco* 
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vercd.---Did I forget to make your exeufes t^^ 
Bodfley or no ?— he wajs here (as I remember) foe^ 
after, with Mr. Spence, in their way to Scotland—* 
Mr. Spence^ the very man jp#« would like^ and who > 
would tike you, of all mankind. He took my Ble- * 
gies into Scotland, and ient them back on' his re- 
turn, with a fheet or two of criticifins, and an hand- 
fome letter.— How much am I interefted in the pre* 
ftfVatioii of his fricndftiip !— ^md yet, fuch is taf 
dt/Nny (for I can give'it no other name), I have ne« 
vei^wrdte to Ydmjfncei This impartiality of my ne- . 
gledtV you muft accept jcur/eif zsjome apology. ^ But 
to proceed; Mr. Spence chofe himfelf an oak her<^ 
l^r a-feat, which I liave infcnbed to him^ 

t . (*' 8Fb;nce's oak.) 

** EXIMIp. NOSTRO. CRITOKI* 

** CVI..P,ICARI. • VELLET, 

^f MVaARVM.O^NIV|il« ET. GRATIARVM. CHORVS* 

« PICAT, AWlCITIA-j-.** 

' I ABSOLUTELY y^r^0/ to talk to Dodfley about 
your -— -, and I am vexed; becaufe I coidd with* 
a fafe confcience have raifed his idea of you^; 

* Subintellige SEDEM isTAM (hanc). 
•J- Explanation.— Pedicated by friendlhip 
to Joseph SpsNCE, , 
our raoft excellent Crito, 
ivhom the unanimous confent • . ' 

of eveiyMufe. and Grace t 

feleaed , . ; 

to be fo difiinguifhed* 
• abiUtieSt 
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atl&litles. i However, it is hot ^tdo late, creii ifyo* 
care to poHifh it this winter* -^His play ccftties oa 
(I feicy this *very night) at Covent garden.' Wha» 
be fays in behalf of this (te}) is, that there was m^* 
)^ilnp(e of probability, that Garnck would )eVer ad?* 
nut it at ^he other honfe ^. — -Mrs. Bellamy^ is his 
Cteone, andfpeaks the epSogoe, of which more anoxt/ 
I fa|^><^e 4ie a£ts by Lord Chefterfield^s 6puiibi^2 
for I know, when he was going to print it (fince lio 
came home) with z proper dedication to Mr. Garric^^ 
iiry Lord then prevetited Him, telling him, it mxniJd 
ht aJ9:ed one day or other.«^Did I ever fend you ;if 
copy of the epilogue, with all the additions and alte-^' 
ratioiKs ? Dodfley firft liked, then difliked it, and 
Jbftly liked it again ; only defiring me to foften the 
fiitire, fhorten the whole (for it was upwards of iixty 
llne^) and add a complimentary clofe to the hoxes^ 
All t^s I have endeavoured, and fent it him laft 
Monday. Ton would not care to own it: and H£ 
would fain Have pie ; bub I think neither of ns ihonl4 
run die rifque, where fo little honour is to be ac4 
quired; yet Mr. Melipbth's name to the pirologue 
is an inducement.— •! was very near furprizing ydti 
at Clavertbn this autumn, with my friend young 
Knight, in his way to Mr. Bamfylde's ; but He goes 
mgain in fpring,and I (hall certainly accompany him; 
I have hejpoke, but not yet procured any, horfes for 
xay chaife. It is a neat one, you will find; and I 

* He fays, the players liked it, and feemed incliped to 
take paixis with it, * ' • * 

' ' have 
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luive yti94* two or ibrcn oKCurfionft in iu^I fiMur Mf^ 
F«t(^«n'« «* T^pojraphkftl l.e««w" i^ioii s&^r th^jp 
wer« puWifc^d^-^If ypu «onUft«« ^ »e the l^M0owr 
•f a ibi^ld ia your Cathie ^kdv^, tW Mi (^Q^iA b« 

addidoa of a chief gules> t]i»i9 trsMs argfunirr^ft 
liar>idinreff)n bendy ^c^^M^m^^^^^^^^^ I.wf4t9 

ZffUUL l/UsttO, FLVIflNA AM BMj| aY^¥AS<t3ffi JfVt 

pAQftnrsi-^arRA Mini*. r : 

.'.'•■ ' •■•ft". 

I CA jf »eT recdleft my company ©f th^ ^wrfop* m 
tellttyoiii^i-Sir Frantb^Dtftwood, Lord Lit<?hiir]4| 
snd Mr. Shddon» were berr together i» tiif )ie|]^ 
ling of tSie aumnm ; and I hive ftrcng ln\^ltM<nui 
t» yi&t tbem«-««*i kaYC a.ysry ge^ecri leir^r^fin^ Sitf 
Frtiicb, biEnring me g^ldr Anufi. t and I bay« K d^ubkl 
uwlii«ein«fit to Yiftt Mf* Slioldont as k«. Uk«S;||$#|* 
Micktotonb andisi1ie,moilASfffeabk mat f)]|ye4«n 
¥t>iir acqaaintance. Lord W*^ dined and Tpapf go#4 
partfOf a day with me. Under a bit of g^tefny.<a|i» 
peara4^ce» a man of adiiiirabk ftftfe and foMto koT 
movr. Irpnt him in mind of yoa, and the re^xiflriiftn 
Ilk monimicnt ai: Cambde&«*^Mr. Tfaomaa Wartoii 
was aHb herr with Lord DonnegaU aodhe» fiMcfent 
we hi& " InfipriptionK- ' which are rather tcfo fimfih 
f ven for my tafte.~BiAop of Woreeft^r -wlifc hit 
hmiiy and company-^Lord WillougJiby^Iiofd Rof 
ky«*«tl: mention Lord Foley the ratber»:tecftu%i 
fhall call on your friend Dr. Charleton (who waa 
alfo here) to pafs a day or two widi m^ ^ttytutjbju 

* ^ifhatt 
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^— I (hall pafs alfo a day or two at our BIfliop's, 
\WU)m I met fince at Enville. Thefc two fpropn/e 
wjiat I will befides) will probably be the principal, 
or only excurfions that I fhall make this winter.— 
God fend it may no more affeft my health than It 
has hitherto done !— I iam at prefent tolerably well, 
and live more temperately than before.— «Would to 
God you could come over| go with me to "Dn 
Charleton's, and Lord Foley's, and Lord Scam ford's, 
and pafs a week here 1 I- w6uld meet you with my 
ehaife at Worcefter, or even ferther. I have finifhed 
a building oppofite to the new ftable, which I think 
you faw.— They together give my houfe a degree of 
fplehdor. Did you fee my Priory ? a tenant's houfe, 
©ne room whereof is to have Gothic ihieWs- round 
the comice.-^I am in fonie doubt whether to maka 
k an Houfe of Lords or Houfe of Commons; if th# 
farmer, my private friends will have ihi^ds round 
iny Gothic bed-chamber.— The wretch {« curfcd 
that begins a letter with no better a pen thati Ifinijk 
«ne with. My dear friend, write direftly a long let* 
ter. — Keep me alive in the memory of Mrs. Graved 
jind believe me ever yours moll aiFe£tionateIy, 

T 

W. Shenstoj^e. 

I HAVE received a prcfi?nt of the Edinburgh Ho.- 
mer {z voU. fpUo) from the Solicitor Generial, ifri 
t'ringle; and many other hdokk from ot&er genUe* 
.niWQf Stotlaftd* 
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XGIV» To Ac fame, in Expcaation of a Vifit, 

_ D.ear Mr. Graves, Chriilmas, 175S. 

THE I^ E cofthe nQthing more welcome to me 
than the intelligence which you give of your 
int^ild^ct viiit at The Leafowes--God knows hotv 
Jew. of thefe interview^ may for the future be allot- 
tied to us ; and I fhould be glad at lead to tefUfy the 
joy which they afford me, by meeting you at Bir- 
jniHghani, or elfewhere wi^in o?ie day's journey for 
my ^h^ife. — Pray be fo good as to give me one 
Jinore ktter before you fet out— Very glad fhould I 
)>e tp pay my refpedls to your brother at Mickleton,, 
lor. whom I have the.trueil refped; but dare not 
give encouragement, for fear that aught fhould in- 
terfere.—*! have ten thoufand things to fay to you; 
but will defer them, I think, a/L I am pofitiye your 
■ M may be maAtad'vatttageous to you by means of 
I>odfley; and even reputable, if you fo pleafe. — ^Wil| 
not Mrs. G— accompany you ? pray convince hef 
p£ my fincere regard, 

]f WANT to congratulate you on your efcape from 
the fmall-pox, in a manner different from your ordi- 
nary acquaintance ; yet am not able to exprefs jny 
ientiments — ^guefs the refl ; knowing, and fufficient- 
\y knowing, that I am, with confbncy and ardour^ 
your moid aiFedlionate friend, 

W. Sh£NST0n'£«;' 

XCV. T^ 
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XCV. To Mr. Jago. 

The LeafowfiS, 
Dear Mr. Jagd, Jan. 6, 1759. 

IF you knew the maxims oh which I coiidad my-« 
felf, you might call me perhaps unpolite ; but, I 
think, by no means unfriendly ; I mean with refpeft 
to the ordinary congratulations on your marriage. 
Were you and I lefs intimate, lefs experienced, and 
lefs affured friends; it had been no venial omiffioli 
to have negledted fuch a ceremony. Perhaps I fhould 
not have neglefted it ; but as I have the fatisfaftion 
of believing that you would rejoice in any fuccefft 
of mine, fo I hope you would not diftruft my fenti- 
ments upon any change of your condition which yott 
yourfelf efteemed for the better. I do indeed, my 
worthy friend, wifh you much joy, both now and at 
ail times ; and you will ever difcern it in my fece 
as often as fortune grants us an interview. Mr. S— 
is a benevolent man, and I am fure would withhold 
no information that tended to illuftrate our friendihip 
on either fide. 

I HAVE thoughts of proceeding on to Harbury, 
whenever I come to Mr. Wren's ; as I have long 
mough made my friend a promife, and intend ere 
iong.to do. Many reafonis occur why I cahiiot (et 

forward to-morrow morning : are thefe rcalbns fub- 




M< UK. SHENSTONI'S 

ftantial, or no other tjian the fly and fophifllcal in- 
finuations of indolence l-^^ufely the former. 

Do£isLfeY> and indeed Mr. Spence^ both expeA 
nUs iA town this February«-»I fear k will not ^ ; bot 
if it Jh)M, how readily would I give notice; and 
beeoihe obliged to you for yOiir company I 

Though I fhonld have ncp9Sed you would (UeSk 
% partner whole (bciety yott could enjoy, yet I wai 
not i litde fatisfied with the hint given me in youf 
lettei'i Is well ai in one I had befofe received from 
Mh S^--*-^. It is not for ftich ladies as you. and 1 
^ileein> that Mrs.* Bellamy's extraordinary le£hire 
vVas intended % and a hSure it would have been with 
a ven£€ance> had not D— * omitted feme thirty lines» 
and fubilituted about twelve or fourteen of his own. 
However^ he is tiow going to print his fourth edition 
ef it ; ia which the original epilogue will be reftor- 
ed, as well as Coniiderable improvements introduced 
iftto his play« He fold two thoufand of his ^^ edi* 
tkm tha Very £ril day he pabliihed it. 

I HAVE fo much to tell you, and of fb 'various 
lunds, diat I am afraid to expatiate upon any one 
article. Cannot you make aihift to call upon me, 
iefore my public life arrives ?-»-I would fend my 
€haiie to meet you at any place you fiiould appoinfit 

♦ See fcpilogtte to Cleoitd, 

I^AVS 
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i HAVE puffed my wifltfcr HitEerto prdtty diter*. 
forliy amon^ft my books, ih what I emll my liht^ty. It 
ho^ better deferves dlat nasie^ by the foritt I have 
giren it> and the volomes I have added. Mr. 8***mm 
Urcmld tell yov fomcthlng of oij <tf^^roccu]^aUoiii. > 

i COULD wiih that you would favour riie with a 
copy of your " EfTay on Eledlricity," and with any 
new copy of verfes of your own, or of your friends.-- 
fie not apprehenfive : thefe (hall nothing appeiar m 
print of your compofifion any more, without your 
ofpUcit coflfent. — And yet I have thoughts of amu- 
ring myfelf \(rith the publication of a fmall WtifCel- 
btiy frOtrt neighbour Biifkerviflc'i prefe, if 1 can fore 
inyfdf hannldsas tb ctxpthce— -I pt^rpdfeit no larger 
thto t <* Lattfdown'«i" a « Thilip^s,^' otti^ Pom* 
«« fret's Poems."' 

H A V B yOtt rtad my friend Dr- Graingct'd Tibul- 
itts ? It a$brds you an elegant edition 6f a good 
tranflatiOn ^nd Of the text* He is engaged in a War 
#ith 9—, and has. jitft ient me Ms: paniphlet ; which 
I could wi(h you to read, in «der to form a jddg* 
meiit off S-*-'8 charaden— ^Spence, I fee, has adrer* 
tlfed his '* Parallel betwixt Malliabecqui and his 
f Taylon'* It is merely a charitable dcfign: and 
ftich arc now all Spence's views. 

What remains of my paper muft be employed not 
in fuere ceremony, although in foniething that bdars 
the foi-ifiof it: in my beft complknents to Mrs. Jsigd» 

and 
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«nd ray offer, not indeed of a part of the fnendSAp 
:which I owe you, but rather of an equal quantity $ 
in an affurance of the cordiality with which I fhaH 
fcjoice to fee both her and yon; and in confirmation 
of that affedkion with which I have ever been, and 
am, my good friend, your moft obedient fervant, . 

W. Shbn3t6ne. 

XCVI. To Mr. Graves, on their feveral Situationi 
and Compofitions* 

The Leafowesi 
toear Mr. Graves, April 1 8, 1759* 

YOU will think my filencc long; and 1 flipuld 
be forry to Jlfave you quite regardleis of it; 
^though, I fear, it muft be my fate to treipafs fre« 
quently upon your kind folicitude.«*ii-I have no exv 
cufe to make, befide fome frivolous avocations, and 
fnuci of that heavineis and lafiitude which diiinclines 
one to wiite letters.— -I pafTed the former part of my 
winter with more vivacity than I did the latter, or 
even the incipient fpring ; owing, poflibly, to thefe 
cold winds, which will not permit me to ufe my 
wonted exercife* You will laugh at the word vi^ua-^ 
city 9 when applied to fo dull an animal ; but I {peak 
comparatively of that unmeaning drowfinefs which 
is my lot at other times, and was, in fom« fort, whik 
you were here- 

KIr. Dodfley tells xti^t he received a letter froai 
you, acquainting him that Cleone would be played 

at 
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ftt Bath : I fhould be glad to receive from /ou any 
particulars of its fuccefs. He is publiihing an elegant 
edition of it, which I expedl by this very pod. The 
new plate of my grove, which will appear at the end 
of his Melpomene, is perhaps liable to fome excep- 
tions, but by much the befl that has yet appeared : 
do not forget to fend me your.^jeftions to it. As 
to the Epilogue, I have totsdly banifhed, I think, 
every one of the lines vfYaz\iht/ubftitutedi have left 
to him the choice of two or three readings for the 
four laft lines ; and though none of them quite pleaie 
me, yet the epilogue, on the whole, difcovers more of 
genius, vs more fpirited, and lefs inaccurate. I ihall 
be glad to find that you think the fame with me. 

In regard to your place, fo ^ as I can form sot 
idea of it, I would have you confulty^^-amufement; 
I mean, without too much regard to what others fay 
or think. As to diftinguifhing your ingenuity (which 
I unfeignedly deiire you may), the prefs affords you 
more adequate materials than either your fortune or 
perhaps your place. Do not imagine, however, that 
I Ihall not be much delighted with every flroke I 
trace of yours at Claverton. My faculties are very 
llrongly intuitive in refped of every thing belong- 
ing to you; and I 'fhould be afhamed if any nook 
or angle that you had rounded, any wall that you 
had ruinated, any dream that you had diverted, or 
any fiingle flirub that you had planted, fhould elude 
my difcovery : yet you will fhine more by means of 
the prefs ; and if I faid any thing concerning your — 

Vox. lU, U that 
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that did not encourage you to perfe£i it, I am fur^ 
I muft ufe terms very inexpreflivc of xay meatiiii^ 
Without any more words* let me intreat yoa to ^po* 
ceed with it : give a full f cape to your imagination ; 
and if there fhould be aught coie would wifh retrench^ 
tdy it is mighty eojily done. 

I HAVEj^jadced z^^n^to (for I nevir ufe the word 
refolutiotts) of pu^liihij^g my. Elegies next iyii\t^«rT 
yqu will gainfay,. whien I tell yoj^. soy- intention of 
pubUibAi^g alib.my very Fai;m^ atleafl, about ^e^gibt 
or ten fcenes taken from i^ by w^ of top aadta^ 
pieces for thpfe Elegies. — The wprld will perhaps 
tax. my vanity ; but I dp not in th^ leaftcfu;e^---Tb€ 
pleafure which that world gives me, I am very con- 
foionsi will not be too higb:'y and I am determined 
that the pain it may feek to give ihall bear pcopor* 
tiba: yet fhould I be forry to obtrude fluff t^Qo it, eir^ 
ther from the pencil or the. pen ; and my good friend 
Mr. Dodiley has fometime&pdined me not a litdc^ 

I TELL you, y on cannot allow for winter. That 
very fcene near Priofy-gate fhews not a bit of roa4 
in fummer; though the confcioufijefs of a firm rail 
there would add to my tranquillity.— Mr. Elnight 
has given me Straijge's prints,, whiph I hear are fine. 
JDodfley gives me fwans : but for thefe twa months 
pafl I have beep a librarian, or rather a bookbinder ; 
yet noxhiiig more unfiiignedlj, than your, and. Mrs. 
Graves's, moil a^efliqnate humble fervant, 

... W^.SlJ^N5T0NE. 

»€VH, To 
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JfCVir. T6 the fahle, on Fables, Mottoes, t?rHi, 
tnfcriptidhs, &c. 

.; The Leafowes> 

bear Mr. Graves^ oa. 3, 17^9. 

DEPEND upon It, I fliall fee Claverton before 
winter.-— The mifchief is, that, with as violeat 
a propenfity as ever pcrfon felt, I ftiall not be able 
to reach your hemifphere while Mr. Spence, Mr. 
Dodfley, and Mr. Whitehead, give it fuch peculiar 
luftre in my eyes* This I did not defpair of doing 
at the time Mr. Dodfley left me at Birmingham. It 
turned upon an event which I did not indeed ex- 
plain to him» the accommodation df the a^air with 
D— ; which concerns near one half of my littfe 
fortune, and which, if I havfe atiy- luck on my fide, 
muft now be perfe6l5ed \^thift a fortnight. I was 
(hewh the rough iketch of our con'ueyauci kft Satui" 
day.— Once for all, my tndoiente is not in fiult; my 
health and my worldly embarrafTnxents ha^ve often 
been fo, and at prefent are. " Pol me miferum, 
" patrone, vocares, (i verum, &c.** 

D6*DSLfiy, to give his book eclat, ihould alldW 
htmfelf time to ahricfge and folifi. It is not enough, 
in my opinion, merely to ftirpars L*E'ftrange and 
Croxall. The grand exception to Fables confifts in 
^vfixig fpeech to animals, &c. a greater <violation of 
truth than appears in any other kind of writing ! 
This objection is infurmountable. Their peculiar 
advantage is to remove the oflfenfivenefs of advice ; 
U z in 
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in order to which> one would perhaps purfue a me- 
dium betwixt the fuperfluous garniture of La Fon- 
taine, 5:c. and the naked fimplicity and laconicifm of 
Phacdrus. In refpeft of his own new-invented Fables, 
I wifti him to devife uncommon fubjefts, and to in- 
culcate refined morals. But pray fend me your two 
direftly, which will anfwer all that I expcd in Fables. 

Di D Mr.Dodfley tell you of the feat of my flirub- 
bery, which I had taken the freedom to infcribe to 
you ? I could not /atisjy myfelf in an infcription ; 
and, from a kind of fpleen and averfion to delay, 
made ufe of the (horteft that I could devife. The 
.feat and fcroU are elegant. The infcription, only, 

*' AMICITIAE ET MERITIS 
'* RICHARDI GRAVES. 
« *— IPSAE TE,TITYRE,PINVS, IPSI TB PONTES, 
*' &C. VOCABVNT •." 

I WILL not be fo afie£ted as to pretend that the 
ftiuch greater compliment you defign me is more of- 
fenfive to my modefty than it is pleafing to my 
frxendfhip. I wiih however it could be a little (horten- 
ed. The '* inter horteniis elegantiae ftudiofos" feems 
a little too verbofe for infcription. fieiide, I had 

• To the friendihip and merits 
o( 
Richard Graves. 
' '■ ' ■' ■ Thcc) Tityrus, the pines, 
The limpid iprings, tbd very groves iavok'xL 

rather 
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raiher the compliment werpnot thrown with fo much 
emphajis apon any ikill I have in gardening; but in 
fome fort dinfided betwixt that 2j\Afoetry, if you per- 
ceive no great objedlion; fuppofe, . 

** AMICITIAE C. S. 

** <^U1, 

<' NAIADAS PARITER AC MVSAS 

'< EXC0L£NDO> 

** SIMUL ET VILLAM EIVS ELSG ANTiSSIMAM 

" NOMEN^S 8WM 

** ILLVSTRAVIT V 

or, 

'* ET NOMINI SVG 

«* WON EXIGVVM DECVS 

" ADDIDIT." 

* To the memory of W. S. 

whoy 

by ftudying alike 

the Mufes and the Graces 

gave luftre 

to his elegant villa, 

and 
to his Reputation. 

iVo/<r«— Mr. Sh^inftone's modeily cannot juftly be arraigned 
herein, wliatever the appearance may be of praifmg himfelf. 
It is evident, from the fptrit of the paflage, that his friend 
Mr. Graves had been muchjuoredi^^i^ i^s commendation. 
Mr. Shenftone, though defirous to foften and contract it, was 
neverthelefs bound in gratitude j>ot wholly to deftroy the tri- 
bute which bis friend defigned him.— The fubfequent read* 
pgs are meant to anfwer the purpofes mentioned, page 219. 

y ^ or. 
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^'■. ■•' ' or;" •-•■'• '-■•■ • 

«* AMICITIAfi b. a. 

■« qri, 

" NAIDA^'PATlITfiR AC MTSA* * 

** FBLI^CITEJl EXC01.END0, 
« SIMVL ET F-^TBRNA RVRA 
V NOMIKX^S BlVa ' 
".IL^VfTRAVlT." 

or, 

** AMICUriAE C. S, 

«<^ qyi 

*' BENIGNAS PARITER EXPERTVS EST 

" If AlADJ^S ET MYSAS.*' 

or, 

" CVIVS VOTIS 
" FAVERVNT PARXTER NAIAD£5QyE, &C.'* 

A motto, 

« (FORTVNATVS ET ILLE DEO$ QVl NOVIT 

'* AGRESTES) 
** PANAQVE, SILyANVMqVEf S^NEM, NYMPHAS- 

" QVE SORORES.'* ViRG. 

*5 Illuftravit" feems an l^appy word here, if it do not 
f^yowr too much of ^f^Hify, :. yijla, I prefi^me, im- 
fJies no mprq thaa a fsountry m^nfion-houfp.-— But 
I leave die whole to your difcretion. 

Now y»u fpeak of eur Arcadia's, pray did you 
ever fee a print or drawing of Pouffin's Arcadia? The 
idea of it is fo very pleafing to mc, that I had na 

peace 



1 E T T ^ R S. 295 

pttctf -dll 1 4iad ufed the iiifiznptioiLxm tmefick^ 
Mifs Dolman's urn, « Et in -^icadia Ego •.'* Mn 
Anfon has the two fhepherds with the monument 
andirtfcMptSbti in altb relieVo^t Shugbdrough. Mr. 
Dodiley will borrow me a drawing of ir frorfi *Mrj 
Spcitte. See it defcribed, vol. I. page J3, of the 
Abbe 'da Bos, ** fur la poefie et la peintute.*' 

Tex l Mr.Dodfley, if he bfe yet at Bath, that Wfri 
pambridge called and dined with me; anlweiin^ 
precifely to the idea which I had conceived of hiift 
from Mr.D-r-'s account. I wifh to God he may have 
brought you acquainted with Mr. Spence; to whom 
you are, in my eftimation, the moft like of any one 
I know, is Mr. Spenoe yet at Bath ? Mr. D-^ is gone, 
or going. Either he or the former told me tjiat 
f anecdote oi Pope ^nd the Prince of WaTeS Idng 
ago. Pray read Madame De Sevigne's Lietteris-^* 
they have amufed me much of late. I hope, withm 
a poft, to ieiid ya^ « neat plan of my ham, &c : 
the fame to Mr. Spence by your means, if he be at 
Bath. Do you hear who is to be bifhop of Wor- 
cefter? Give me the earlieft intelligence you can 
gather. The late Biihop vifited me lift year ; ind 
intended, I hear, to have done fo this. I wilh we 

* I alfo was in Arcadia. 

•f On the Prince's alking Pope, how he could be glad to fee 
him, when he cxprefTed fo much contempt of Kings; Pope 
anfwered, " Though he did not like old Lyons, he loved the 
V young ones before their claws grew." 

U 4 may 
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may have another as obliging and polite as I always 
found his late Lordihip. 

I WA NT to inclofe fome little engravings, &c* to 
youy but moil wait till I can get a frank. , Write 
dirpiilyt for fhis once, J beg you, though you prove 
dilatory another tune. Of all boc^ whatever, read 
fiurke (fecond edit.) " Of the Sublime andBeauti- 
" ful j" and of all points whatever, beUeve that I 
am, witl^ my beft good wiihes to Mrs. Graves, <lear 
$jlr, ever ^our moft aiFedipnate and invariable friend, 

W. SliENSTONE, : 
." ni ME MORI A NVDRISSI PIVQVE OI SPEME.'* 

How do you like this motto for an urn I 

My befl compliment^ to Mr, Spence and Mr. Dodr 
Bey, if at Bath. I will write foon to each of them, 
r— your garden is as pretty as you can make it. 



XCVIII. To the fame, 

The Leafowcs, 
Dear Mr. Graves, oa. 26, 1759. 

I WANT no co;iviftion of the pleafure which you 
will receive from the termination of my infernal 
law-fuit. It muft, if I have any luck, be finally ad- 
jured in about nine days time; after having robbed 
me of my peace for fix of the beft years of my life. 
During ^Q former part of life, I languiftied for an 

acquamtance 
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acquaintance fomewhat more ezteniive : and when 
die company that flocked to fee my place removed 
all grounds of that complainti thb accurfed dispute 
arofe, and mixed with every enjoyment that was of-, 
fered me.— »! have fometimes found entertainment in 
balancing the goodand evil that has been allotted me 
in general ; and have in the end imagined the good 
prevalent, and that I have great reafon to be thank* 
ful for more happinefs than I deferve. Yet arc 
there many awkward circumftances that fbrbid the 
Jcale to faiW precipitately I among the chief, I place 
the diftance to which I fee you aiidone or two others 
removed. This is indeed an heavy article, afm^ 
were it not for letters, would be infupportafale. 

i' . ■ \ '...'■ 

As to Mr. Dodfley's colledlion of Fables, you are 
miftakon if you think that I perufed the quarto book. 
I dipped into it here and there, and thought there 
wanted much alteration. There was a little^ bckA: 
with a paper-cover, on which I bellowed no fmaH 
pains ; and when I had io done, crofTed the Fabler 
which I thought might well enough pafs mufter. 
Addifon would have been the beft writer of Fables 
of any author I know— the purity of ftyle— the con- 
cifenefs— 'the dry humour— and the familiar manner. 
As to Dodfley's publifhing this winter, he may pof- 
fibly do fo without lofs of credit; but when one 
confiders that they are, or ought to be, the ftandard 
for years to come, one can hardly avoid wiftiing him 
to give them the polifh of another fummer. *Twas 

fortunate 
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foftimafte that jon pitched upon ** the Rs^^ Jird^ 
<5 MagfBe'' to tranfcribe for me; as Mr. Sodflt^r 
hsd feist 3ne *' The Sun-flower and the Tabevofif^ 
b^m. I ^nk 'the feft fomewhat itiferim*, but iktHI 
jS'Con&der it betibre I write again. T-he Fabkt 
which I toradly tranflated from Phedros was ^ The 
<f Wclfaid the Cruie," in order tb give J>cAS^ 
anddea Qamjhai &oQin laid iheitrefs in Fables. 

: Ad jtiO ^e uffciiptioD* I will endeavour to^j«ili|: 
lo f/i^X ittipd-^^' MepiouC^ue xecondkGffibtia *'' ttay. 
do^ bnti^ f¥>t 4:;x|)licit .•enoMg^ 1 4vant faUy t0 ex** 
p|R^ a.>t^|br&6ier tb&t T&ii(^ remarkakiy aiiicmg ^ 
le£l acipi^iiitanoe;, •and y^t j(^roi»gh extreme ifefiner 
ment) makes lefs figure in the public eye. 

I >H AO J9ade!t]|be jai»« objeaion to Bailee's chap- 
ter i:|p$^ <(^rv6— «nd yet there (eems to be feme* 
4i^g lieht ifi it. Du Bds (which I have/only ieen 
i» French, but which I believe is alf<p Iranflated) 
oenfiOs of fthree volumes «2mo. His fubjeds are 
pleftfii^, .a^ his knowledge may be entertaining i 
but his genius ieems not very profoimdy from ^ 
little that I have confuked in him. 

D0DS1.ET is preci/ely what you fay of him; an 
C(bje£l of «ileem and love> and in fome degree of ad- 
miration. His ear does not wholly pleafe me in 
writing, and yet he is intimately afFeded with mu^ 

• To the more conocaicd iircrits. 

fic— 
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Sc— Iidi?4 L— ^9' ear w perhapj the rcredfe. I 
I9ean> he 43€s not much Te^ard ntufiei yet Writes 
S^anBotiloufly in verTe and pre^.' 

Rdbe^rtsoW I tfeiiikll6*fei^B«tfer Galley tliet^ 
lAatf not admire lA»*^Lo^d€Iarendbii>V'hen I arij' 
;ifr*— Rftfletes lias' a lei^ i* fined fiifitiMnts 'thinly 
feftttered, but IS: iJ|)dn th^ wMe hfehiw Mr. j-r. 
MdJ tell you I had a letter from ^Johnibh,indoiiiio^ 
VenkMi^sPariih-clerfc? Pray take' Dodflcys advice 
in regard to your —^5 and heightentheHiSSculouP 
ntU of your hervcy which his kind of knd^ wS 
cewvtenanee^ yet admit him to Ihy gdodlAihgit 
fe«ft do not make cmy akeratibn ih the narfatiV^e of 
yiur own (lory— at leaft, till I have again pertffid 
itit-— Do not fpum this fifty pounds. It will prdcure 
you numerous conveniences, which you would per- 
haps otherwife deny yourfejf. 

I HAVB pailed four or #vc days, betwixt this 
wedc and laft, at my Lord Ward^s at Hinley. This 
has fttmifhed me with franks, befide the confol^ion 
1 derive from ha'oing pmd a vifit of this kind. It is 
•» fpinis e pluribus una falcem exempta *." The te* 
Jtrtunt renders them J^ina. I hope I may fay fo 
without umbrage, or giving an appearance of difre- 
fpt^ ; for Mr. W — is an agreeable man, and my 
reception was very polite. 

• One thorn alone taken away from many. 

I HAVE 
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The painter* whom 1 jufl mentioned to bzve 
taken ibme portraits through my recommendatioiv 
and to have painted a ruin for my green-room, of- 
fers to give me my pidure if I chufe to fit.— Were 
you here to lend me your affidance, 1 fhould cer- 
tainly comply. — Mean whi]e> tell me what you think 
of fome of the attitudes that I inclofe. What 1 my^ 
felf prefer at prefent is, to leffen my dtmenfions (which 
of itfelf gives a kind of beauty), and to appear in a 
kind of night-gown agreeable to the attittrde marked 
AA. The man evidently hits off likeneffes, and is 
cfteemed to jhine among the painters at Birming* 
ham. I ihall be forced to have your pidture copied 
by him, which, by means of dampnefs, flies off the 
canvas ; fo that, on the whole, I ihaH re-pay his 
compliment.— This lafl article puts me in mind that 
I owe you my pidlure whenever you demand it; but 
I would chufe to defer it till the fpring, for fome 
certain reafons regarding ceconomy. Remember me 

airways to good Mrs. j and believe me your?^ 

' with all poffible affedion^ 

W.Shenstone. 

* The perfon here implied Is Mr. Alcock, an aitiil of 
ftrong natural abilities, and very happy in his likeneffes. He 
then refided at Birmingham, but is now fettled in Bow- 
ilreet, Covent-garden ; and wants only to be more generally 
known, to acquire encouragement adequate ta his talents. 
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C; To the fame^ with an Acconnt of a Defign fbf 
his own PidUrei 

The Leafowesi 
bear Mr. Graves, Jan. 8, xy^oL 

WE R£ I to regulate my coippliments by the 
arnvai of times aiid feafons> I fiioul^ congra- 
tulate you upon z, corre/fottdence "irYdxii now enters 
ppon its three and twentieth year.~Our friendjhip 
is of fomethins older date ; ana is liot this an at- 
chievement that deierves the honour of a triumph both 
for you and me too ? — ^^ore, t ain fure, than the 
regular deftrudiioH of fifteen or twenty thoufand 
ysrretches in the &ld; confidering how uncommon we 
find friendihips of fo long a ctufation, and how cheap 
we find fuch vi6lofies> not only on the {^ruinani but 
bn the Auilriah fide; 

Mr. Cambridge (Scrlblerus), who Called here 
this autumn^ was confidering this mafifacre rather iii 
n philofdphicai than political view ; and, indeed, it 
does tidt appi^ai" to mb tiidt plague, earthquake, or 
famine; are more pernicious to the human race, than 
what the World calls Heroes; biit enough of thisi • 

Your want of Icifure gives me pain; furely, if I 
may giiefs by one or two of your laft letters, you 
have enlarged the number of your fcholars, and ex- 
tended your domeilic cares, beyond what your cir- 
cumftances rehire. 

Vol. III. X Yov 
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You mufl not judge of my painter's abilities by 
ifheimaMDcetdh linotoi^-^ tfefued ibiditb.giVii itt 
2l flight one; and faanr^/ perkspa^ ruined even thai 
by endeavouring to bring it nearer to what the pic- 
ture now. 16> myfelf. It will give you a to^rable idea 
m moft points, except the Pan, which lias tesl^acc 
Wmed tbwarfls 9ie front; iaif^ is hot ^^arfevcianfi- 
Herabte.— I cho/b tbliave tliis /i?m Jfif I'cSbcerf, fiot 
6x!^ as he ciarries iriy fetourttd rfteSfei^ bttt'»as1iels 
^he principal ^4i^« deltj?.— lie 'Wafrf-^l/topJilii!. 
lbw'has*the"w<ird'''*St6vit'* oh thfelffiCHlth oFlhJr IfrtiJ 
which, in Tdri?^ 'fort, riles 'aV'tlie''Lfe2tfct<rtfs; ^On dib 
Jcf-Qll is, '* "nulhiria'aihem lyfv^^itf^'^i^^fltti *,"** 
atludiiig to theih ^d>/>^/— ^e ^i^yfck't^ j[feAfttps 
'obferve, hiirfs the jmflicify di i^^ 
feijth, as we have Yhk'iftgfed h!hn 5 ' art* ^e ihttrntfeti 
iifere is, I tfhink, a i)^irce. ' ^ ; / ' '. ' ;'^ ; ' 

. ..THE^9g,jpiith^ , Other fide is my||^Ufe^ul.Jtiicyj 
.which you .perhaps,; ^cmeniber 5 and who tm^ be 
ff^^/r the iody than ihe perhaps, would if, we hail 
j^orc Tooxn. However, J 'belicvfip I {hall caufe her 
hesd to cut cM that little dufler of anglea* wheJ<e the 
baluftrade joins the bafe of the arch- The baluf- 
trade is an improvement we made the other day : 
It is, I thitik, -fi great one; notMilynaff it.giti^s a 
fymmetry-or fealaiice to the cwtain of v^hich fou 
C^tif^ned, t»iit as It extends die wreiii^ on which I 

♦ The woods and ftrearas inglorious let mc haunt ! 

ftandj 



ftand, and (hortens the length of this half -arch. The 
|»inter <*jei6bed t6 a: t;^ j.f I»o)v f^ n^y^ ^^\^ 
that we could .»iji«4m5^',iJP:/<!^^thout encroach- 
ing^ too much upon the landfcape : but the reafon 
he^ave was, it would be an injury tolhe/ace. JThe 
cpnfole is an Apollo's head. The imp6ft dbeVnot 
jgo fiirAcr than Ac pilafter, n4Mcb*n4f ^kfeQ^nv ; 
aiidTore the dranitt^ii tntinemi. ^ We^i^/Tlhate 
to have a tarpet/ ^ott^ Wt l»[e# tiec <w^ lidir-f) 
manage It. ' -'■'' '• ^ *' ^v'.'/) 

••■••' •• ■ •■■.•;■•:.•'.'. ■ ■ ; f"-. v-,^\ 

fgoifi kfelf is tlMr^:jfe^t tiirr0 io!()ieft,^^^>ji|f; 

^ the wide piftttis^ i^ttr /oeti/^^vi^ 4ii$^> %f!^<fe 

feet two joobeff aodrlhfff^iqiuirkctfd^f^Tj^cr.q^n^f' 

<okmr; flocking white(^jQrif»il)iir.pdld40|>b^ 
taid a terra^iieniu, or tkt^ m^ mdiiih J;y»)WfliU^ 
thirtk tiM Whde witi'4»»eago»d-«&64W:b^(ii«h 
7out0cAttdineyaQr:etiiiuGti:2&r/^* Tbaotaveibliie 
tHing&Mre tfOBL aittr^ bo^ tlmiejq^ce Gthesrs weniu^ m(« 

fpring ; but wiU you iwf jc^o^ate far foixxe Wojptaf e 
ia your roo^ ? TJ^ jpaixitfx tak^3 vexy if Ofjg..^" 
»effes ; is ycwg ; rather dgring-th4n dcCcate a» ;J¥s 
maaaer, tjiougt he paint? .»v<el][ H^ CjOaflp^i^i^ gwd- 
naturfidj flovenlyj .wouJ4 lif^roA^ xj^i<c}i4?y(ajpf^ 
capan» Adieu I 

... 'V'^-^^ 

X2 CI. To 
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CL To the fame, <m Fable, and other Articles d* 
Tafte and Literatore. 

the Lcafowcs, 
Dear JMir* Crravesi Fe^.9,2760. 

IC U L D not underhand, ty Mr. Dodiley 's la^ 
letter to mt, that he had zayfirt of intention td 
pikblifli his Faides this wkten Prefuming upon this 
delay, and having neither had the lei/ure nor the 
Jrame of mind fit to take his preface into cohfidera* 
tibn, I have hitherto defetred to do fo ; and can'only 
fay vtt general, that I could wi^ you had haj^ened to 
be more copious in your obfervations. La Motte's 
l^UcoiirfeoA Fables is a moft excellent performance; 
tettltaini^gi as appears to me, all that need be fud 
Wf(>tL the fabjed, and this expreffed with all inugx*- 
inble elegance and perfpicuity« I believe I fhali ad- 
vHe oiir friend D-^ to make more ample ufe of this 
'didertation; There is a trahfladon of La Motte into 
p^^fi* which is altogethei^ below contempt % and yet 
for aught I know, the only one. The word ndinte is 
very probably that for which He has fubftitilted the 
Word H'veljx though by no means of fimilar import. 
Vatural approaches nearer it; but according to La 
Motte is not ^retife : axid, as the words naif aitd 
n^i'&efi fbem of Ute td become more in vogue, I 
will here give yon an abftrad of what he fays upon 
the fttbje£t : << Je ne fouhaiterois plus rich a Tauteilr 
f' de Fables, fice n'eft d'itrc fidele au fentiment, & 
•- . ' ' « dc 
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*' de le peindre toujours avec la ndiifiti qui le ta- 
^ ra£lerife ; car j'ofe encore diftingiier le ndturel k le 
**naif. Le naturd renfenne one idee plas vague, 
«' & il eft oppofe en general au necherche, z.vl force i 
•' au lieu, que le naif I'eft particulierement au r^- 
f^^i^Ci&/, & n'appardeht qu'aay^/£ffi»xr/. 

<< LEfuitimeiklon cette idee, peut etre naf. ' La 
'' reponfe du vieil Horace a la queiHon qu'on Jiii 
*^ &aX fur la conduite de ion fils; que youjiez-vpus 
•' qu*il fit contre trois ? ^Ulmottritf. Cette reponfe 
•* t^ naive \ pa^ce que c'eft Texpreflipn toutcnue dii 
^fentiment de ce Ronaain; qui prefcre la ihort'de 
** fon fils a fa hpnte. II ne reponi pas preciiepent 
*^ a ce qu'on lui^emande : dit feulenient ce qu'i| 
^*fent. Ce n'eft que dans la vers fuivant que la r/? 
'^^ flexion fuccede a la naivete : 

** Qu qu'un beau defefpoir alors le fecourut. 

^ n reujinne dans ce vers | il n'a fait que ^»//r dans 
** le premier, 

** Lssoccafions du ndiflanX, peut-toe, plus fr£r 
** quentes dans la Fable; Sc Peloge de La Fount^une 
** eft de n'en avoir gueres manquees; dans la Fdble 
** du Pot au Lait, le difcours qu'il prete a & I^atiero 
** efl un chef-d'oeuvre de muveti^ d'autanjt plus ivd" 
" gulier, que fous Paffarence d^ raifinnement le pliw 
*< fuivi, le fmtiment fe montre dans toute fa force ; 
9 pu pour mieux dire, dans toute ionjvreje,** 

X 3 And 
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• AiiD n&xr, let me know whtt in^lafh irorS 
yott wcnM cmpio^ t» mtetprtt naif. SentimMtd 
h99 feme petenfions; bnt it is ftot wildly to one'^ 
niind. 

I BOUGHT tiie jqmavtb. edtdOT of La Mott^t Fa^ 
bksj.to which this eflky Js pre&ced; though the 
yaunt^cuts which tempted me to this extravagance 
ii3 not ijinrwer iity expeftatlon, The author, wit)^ 
much addrei^, pegs the:I>uke9f Orleans to l)e a| 
tie cxpence of'tSem ; which, to the beff of my re^ 
njembranc^, was " deux millc ecus.'* 

'Mr. Hiird, you fee^ is one of Dn Warburton'j 
Chaplains. I bought his ".Dialogues IVforal an4 
"Political/^ almoft as Toon as they were publifhedi 
Sir Edward Lyttelton told me, the Introductory one 
would be ^imitted in the neit ecBtidn. The three 
foUowing are. very ingeniously b$it th^ two fetrmer 
are a little ambiguous in regard to J»b iBtended 
moral : the two lafl are wholly political, and I have 
not petted ftehJ,thcmgh'eiteeinted the ^^ " 

Have foii fettn^ Di*. S^mith*^i '*^ Theory of Moral 
«»' Sen^riients/* whiclr is prodigfotifly commended, 
aftd wliich I havcf bought, btrt not read^^i— You will 
ftt tXi ^tttmnt of this in the Monthly Review. 

• *'I HAVB 
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' i HAVJi latdx been reading OQt^of twa vohmjes of 
•* The Ramblwi" wiio, ex^cej^i^ agaiftft fom^fevif. 
hardnefles in his manner *, and the want of more 
exa»pfea ta eaH ven» is qqv9 of the moft ntr^i^^w^ n^il 
p0rfiicuaus» aioft CDftcife> and moil h^nvonidus fioh^ 
writon I know^v-viA k^cnsd diAjoa isnptovts b^-^^ 

I AM fi)nr):taftndnQnieatioiief 3fQ\is *-^-^ift i(]t 
tbe letters which I have raceiiced of Uto« Pp. not' 
think of dropping or even dds^ing tho publioatiQn o£ 
it ; only, if you pteafe, before k ^et to the preif*. 
let me peiofe it once deliberately .^wtAiyhat think 
yoa, if Dodfley ap^ove it, of adputting cuta intte 
your fcheme ? 

Anh now» from cuH I proceed to pi^um^ A^- 
0Qck*& portcait qf me is i^ |t i^ac^ner finished s an^ 
has been hung up for theft nine days; pad, in i|% 
carved frame oppeiite tQ the fire-pl^^d ki my library, 
They/ay^ it is a likenef^ allawiinu for the dinMnutioi^ 
of fize. Indeed, if I can conclude any thing fk)^ 
the ftrong refemblaace which he has prQ^i^ced of 
oibirs here, I may form fome coti^f^u^ t;-hat Ipfi hs^^ 
not failed in mine.— Be this as( it vf'iM^ the p^uj«) 
16, upon the whole, a tolerably pleafing one; and 

* He too often makes ufe of the ahfiran for the concrete* 
X 4 this 
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this is. the moft I muft dare to fay, conf«lering mjr 
own perfon makes fo large a part of it. 

What think you of a tawney or reddiih brown 
for the robe or night gown, with black for the waift- 
coat and breeches, refermg green for the curtain? 
though green is, with me at leaft, no very gay colour, 
xior has it that effeft which you apprehended in the 
drapery. Terra-iienna is a delightful colour; fo, I 
think, is Roman ocre burnt. Let me know, then, 
what objections you have to the drapery juft novi: 
propofed. Let me know alfo any deiigh that ypi; 
think moil pleafing for a back ground ; or any ftory 
of two or three figures, that would be fuitaUe for a 
relievo. 

Vkou piSiures I proceed to planters. I believe, 
Alcock would go and fettle at Bath, if Amos Green 
could be induced to join him. Amos Green is the 
name of the painter wKom I recommended to yoa 
be/ore myfe'ver. He is efteemed inferior to no one 
in England for fruit. He alfo paints flowers, infeCb, 
and dead-game, 'vety well. To this he would acyoiii 
die bufinefs of water-painting. Alcock would pust 
portraits in oil ; and to thb he would add enabxcl- 
panting: both of them the beft-natured young iid* 
lows in the world. Now fuppofe them alfo imguhmM 
and tell me whether they would have a duuKe Jo 
tMve* 

Yoir 
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You ought to have very confiderable amends, if 
you are to be plagued with writing and with mufic- 
mafter?. — I believe I ra^e your time and trouble at 
a much higher price than you do yourfclf. 

Dr.. Blackftone has raifed himfelf to a very eminent 
figure indeed in the world of letters. I rejmce at 
it, without one p vticle of envy, both as he is your 
friend, and a perfon of jperit. I believe no one be- 
fides yourfelf would have dreamt of your odd ana- 
logy betwixt him and me.— I know not Aow they 
caQie to infert that iniipid Song of mine in the 
Chronicle.— What fenfation it caufed in me, was 
^at of difapprobation ; as it looked like laying &rc^ 
on what pne knows to be of no importance. 

Th e chief points wherein my pidure varies froip 
your drawing is in the comer below the bafe of the 
pe4e$al5 w^ere an antique vafe is introduced with 
a flower and twp or three leaves of the fcarlet Gera- 
nium. The gilt vafe agrees well enough with the 
gold fringe on the edge of the curtain ; but the whole 
}i {bjkidued, as not to catch the eye. too flnmgly. 
It was chiefly meant .tf q|bvia^ ^i^kgfpulaieDdk 
tiftbitfaralltilmc^ and angles Qcd 
in that corner i but ic crowds that fide a littj«, if 
one look firoyn top to bottom ; and« though a plraA' 
ing objeAf ^ is hard to fay whether it do mam 
goodor hann. 
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It » tome- bow to take my leaivc, whhmy hearty 
soSpc&s to Mrs. Graves, and with ^he uAial afiu^ 
nnci^ that I rtmalft yo«r xnoft ai^sdkmate ami 
faithful friond^ 

W. Shenstone. 

Po write fooiu 

f^, To th« lam«9 on his iiegl«£ling hiy Cemfponr- 

Tfte Leafowc^y 
• Dear Mf ; Grafred^ Julyy, 1760W 

IMIJST conkfs that I do not altogether find 
"yotjr argument concluflve. — -An hurry of bnflrie^ 
ma^hiA ncceffary, and fomewhat inconfiftent wiA 
frequent corrcfpotidencc ; but a ftate of ki/urr, 
which I wifhed you, does not imply a courfe of ^^- 
^i^wf;' which makes ydnr prefent apology fornot 
Writing to ihe before. And fo, betwixt bufindfe at 
ttietirtjcand diffipation at another, I am to bei}e<» 
fraoded of a eorrefpondcnce that is quite eilential 
to my well-being. Pardon me, if, on fuch occafiott> 
yoo find me extremely clear- figh ted in the fbiblo« 
eftpy fwends; and do not fay \^h the man in Horacci 
•*Cttr in amicorum ritiis *, 5c.^* ' The matter is 
ttvi^ tmpotteittt for me to conhirie' at any fort of fo- 
Jdiifirt.-i— However, to makeyou eafyon this head, I 

* JVhy tow'rdj the foibles of your friends, &q. 
*■ 'JVoff.— THis Iketch of a quotation alludes to one of Horace^s 
Satires, wherein he reprehends fuch perfonsas-iare very caglcu 
eyed towards the faults of their friends, and blind to their own. 

'« am 
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tfwn cwiTinced the letter was owing to ^cwj for 
which I Witt draw my apology nttther from hiilinefs 
ttiQt diCipattoft: arnd yet how juftly might I palBate 
jny long filence upon iitkfr' footing 1 Siiice' I wrote 
to you, I have been bufied in bringing about a con- 
dofion with D— . The ktters, jourmes, &c. pre- 
*o0us and ptfterior t^ the execution of articles, would 
(ftfbfd me npble matter for excirfe,'---Thc confbift 
latteiidftiice Bpon workmen (of which I have foartee& 
or fifteen this very day), making a piece of water 
below my Priory, would produce more on the fcore 
of diJifatkH—jovL remember the place. This, at 
jM'efeMt, IS my chief employment, although Alcoetc 
iff dtawing on the fide of my table.*— I wonder yoft 
do Aidt g^t feme little urns tomed, in any ibrt eif 
wood, aboQt fotH-teen or fifteoA inches high, and 
JMinted on the fide with figares>, in the manner of 
ioA^ ftiiltiqtte baflb-rcliei^o. He has done fomething 
^ thiii fort for me. Yo«i may, if yoo fo pleefc^ 
h'ftvethe groand d dark bromats smd the figures a 
Ughij^/ne. I am of late grown fond of bronae (which 
yon yoorftif ihay eafily execute), and I tWnk it 
always 'was your tafte. — Dodtfey comes hither in 
about a fbrtmght, and prmts me edition of hit Fa- 
M^s by means of BaflterviUe'sprds and paper. Meam 
if/^,-he is to gii^ me his.pidtere done by Reynold^ 
■and to ^d me two bronajed phfter urns, of about 
twrfvc' inches, with baflTo-relicro ; and two figures 
(dittd> of Homer and Virgil (of about twe»ty.one 

inches) 
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inches) for two niches in my library. Theparce! h 
to be pieced out with Ogilby's Virgil, which I 
want for the fake of the landfcapes.— And now to 
the particulars of your letter. 

I c A N readily conceive how much greater pleafure 
you muft receive from the rettMue of your joumey* 
than an Archbiihop can from all his equipage; and 
I can truly afTure you,' I find a pleafure in every 
|>Ieafur^ you enjo^* 

Your, room indeed, will be a noble one ; but be 
fure remember the *' Imploravit opes hpminisj fne* 
*' numque recepit," and guard againft it-^to fpeak 
my fentimencs, I think you will. I thi^k with you 
in regard to Triftram Shandy ; fo does the author of 
the Monthly Reyiew, you will fee. X bought Webb 
inftantly ; but have not read it. Lord Lyttelton is 
4dhwedly the author of thofe Dialogi^e^ ; whofe die 
very lall, I do not know. There is a noble fpecimea 
of Scotch poetry tranilated from (he Erfe language 
^-*I have had two copies fent me from Scotland; 
and, had I two franks, would fend ypu one. '' Chry* 
.«« fat or The Adventures of a Giunea" (real cha- 
racters intended), will amufe you. Sometl^ng ever 
occurs that obfbu^ my travelling at all— «an4 
though I long ardently to vifit you, the l^prd, knows 
when it will be; yet be it certsdnly will, when \ 
accompany Mr. Knight to Mr* Ban^ylde's: where 

I am 
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I am preilingi/ invited by that gentleman and his 
neighbours* Lady £gmont> Sir Charles Tynte* &c. 
«-»I have about an hundred things more to fay ; 
which I mud defer till Ihave heard from you^r-^ 
God biefs you and yours 1 

W. Shenstonr* 



CIIL To the fame, on Dodsley^s Fables, and 
other Literary Articles. 

TheLeafowes^ 
Dear Mr. Graves* Mar. i, 1761. 

ALTHOUGH this intervalin our corfefpondr 
eh^ muft be pkoed> I fear to my account, yon 
will hardly think it meitde the matter to fill my prc- 
fent letter even with the bcft-grounded apologies—' 
I will only mention a baditate of health, which has 
been my Idt this winter^ as a general excufe for two 
or three months iilence; and then declare, as with 
truth I may, that the edeem and affedion which you 
iiave io well deferved of me have never undergone 
the leaft diminution or abatement. It is with me a 
melancholy tafk, to ^vjtite letters when I am not well ; 
although it be the time, of all others, when it is moft 
neceflary for me to recei'Vi them.— Our friend Dod- 
fley, I prefume, has feht you a book of his Fables 
before this time. What merit I have there, is in 
the EJJhy'y in the original Fables, although I can hard- 
ly claim a Angle Fable as my own; and in the Imiex, 

which 



Mikk I can&dto'be tbrawniDi1cothe.<fiinm.ofi^^ 
.and whicli are stooil iviioHpr /nine. J wifli ^ i«od 
rkmaf fdfli for helsaii^i^en.AtfpreUiSl^enQe about 
4t^.. The two tvdi&MiAck )i«Jba8<b dneftdiamiihc 
editions of Richardfon ait4«f<?roMU<---'I1he iWi&J 
in QrQxall ftne t^sA^rably written : his refledionsy little 
to the purpofe, either for boys or grown people.— 
Mchardfon'^ Improvement of Ij^ Eftrange yfoviSiHc z 
rbe;tter oolleclion^. bojj^ ^r the Fi^kJes j^id .^e iwa^ 
Refleaionsy had hejigt adoait^cd, througli an extrava- 
gant and miftaken love of drollery, that vulgarity of 
pjifa£$ whichin many places is not comnion-EngtiJh^^ 
Tkis I tiiuik a true flate of the catfe): .ia^ tiidtbefl 

it^/rifr expeafiwc;, ihe:/*\f i}l.j|»ii^y, J1feftr,3»ftPtii^ 
imiph «f yow ^piifbfttiortrrjriie? fc^e Js ttHi(di . 900 
ixoftllrnemd ihejcaftUeitmtiafrrmiS'Mdv«tii«rJ 
]Wfll6»i*ce, I fettc/iaeiwleiiftobd.***^! cproci^ted Icop^ 
dvximjBalkiCsidlkiA^^to^luB {ibtos^>«eiie kifeftwd^'ssA 
kam^KOijiMiistt^^Tpus^^^ ttiifitppl^r^ievai^ 

icntKaes with fooe :dearkBr«fiin^rov^m4;*-ijbni]eiaicciiMnst 
'Of wUchl itfid ysofi, afiit nay annzfifi yoiifiprarmmice* 
J ^vant one or twotOfiBonpbatjByfidieiiiey kn^ 
be g^ad-if yott wQttWipfflp6fefoi»«jn|^orhdefckttw:. 
-**-! retura you »y heaartjr.thaaks for die Hints yoo 
^ve &r the Ca»abjd^ vesfes f jsut ivrhen I received 
themitrwas «)oUt«,ftnd i^yfdf^oa.nnxch iiwiff- 
:f ofed^ -pitfier l«) tj^r^v- /AoTO iflto proper .fbmi, or 
^yea riip ^ofw^r. th^^ gejttkmafr^s detter, ^ich I 
.ihPi^ht a .'Vqr^xcf iiW^>aRerr 1 .kxiow inotavbati^ did 
;i,..'w on 



t. it H' TTi arjE St' ! ' ^rj 

'< viyoYi6<;xf^-t)odai&'^«m9etvveeiL frica^}* iMwifli'ke 

fioiget yoti fiMtie^f dierirA:, if yon deii» sbeto-dd 
fe,thoQ^ St will lUled 4 kind i»f, tack ^dafltke of 
the ta^isilif •f/crfytramKe^^Hishva^iCT 'fiuiitfkes ihii 
wiiiter " Tte Wlwks^f Soame Jenyw^" in three 
pocket-voUimiBs;; iaaidaiOhine{e/nay«l/£romia MS« 
tranflatioiiy reyiM^tot^ibf s,£a0D^nEismjiM, > ¥o« 
have perhaps jteg:^ me fpeak of Mr. Percy — he was 
in treaty with Mr. James Dodfley, for the publica- 
tionToF duf 1)e1l dratTairads in fhr^^1rO!iflire5.=-'Hfc 
has*a4afge feliaJid^of4:»UkdsrWiiidibeihim 
and which, with his own natural and acquired ta- 
lertts> 'wfll qualify him for the purpofe as weU as 
any *mdn in England* I j5ropbfe3 *flle 'fi^eiWfe for 
him my/e^^ wlfriittg 'to fee an elegant r^iriy*^ good 
cdlteftioi cf t5ils'k?hta.-Kl was ^alfo 'td frsmiAH-eA 
Kim in felefting- and *itfeAtng ; aiftiT in ,^in]^ nport 
tlie bcft readingsr: 'btit'ftiy ilfnef«'brokii off ouncor-i 
f efipondence> the "begkming of whiter^ 'aitd 'I *kno\^ 
not wliat lie h^sdottcfiftce.— There is*ahfetvr Peer- 
age going to be piffiHfticd; *with/I ^ehive, die 
draughts of the^eers hoofes — Lightholer called here^ 
Jindfaid he had taken Lord *LytteIton*is, and Lord 
Stamford's, for that .purpofe ^ the latter of which he 
fhewed aae.**^.Titeis 1 have told you what I hear of 

new 
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new faUicati§ms. As to what paflies in the hofy w6T\i^ 
I know no more than the Chronicle infbnns me— f 
nnlefs whenjrocr letters happen to be rmMed* with 
little anecdotes from Bath.— Have yoa fecn Bafker* 
viUe's new Prayer-Books ? My Lord Dartmouth 
has midertaken to prefent two to the King and 
Princers.F— Do, for cbarityh (akej make me Tome 
amends for ^|is long chafm in our correfpondenc^ 
by a very early and long letter.—*! am fick to bear 
from yoa ; being, with ardent and finccre affe^don* 
your ever £uthM friend and fervan^ 

W. Shbhstohtk. 



CIV. To the fame, mth fome Political Anecdotes; 

TheLeafowcSy 
Dear Mr. Graves, May a, 1761. 

I WILL, upon your laft aflkrance, take it roer for 
granted^ that you do not omit writing upon tmf 
fcore of ceremony. This i^tU render your fil ence, 
at leaft in fome degree, lef^ irkfome to me ; when I 
do not think it the effcft of my own prtKrraJimatMm. 
—Mr. Dodiley has fold 1^0 diooiand of his Fables 
long ago; but complained that he ihodd /^ thirty 
pounds by my neighbour E aikerFille ' s impre fllon ; an^ 
that he ihould not be more than ten potmds ^aincr^ 

♦ « Our little life is rflmnitJwuk a fl^p*"* 
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upon the ^whole. I told him it was enough, in books 
q{ this fort, if the firft edition paved the way for their 
future eftablilhment in fchools. And furely fo it is : 
for a book of this kind> once eilabiiihed, becomes an 
abfolute eflate for many years; and brings in at leafk 
as certain and as regular returns. I would lui/b him 
to give the polite world one more edition from Baf- 
kerville's prefs 5 admitting only a/r^w £btt of emble- 
matical top and tail-pieces; and confining thofe 
empty cuts relating to each Fable to the cheap edition 
which he prints at London. A fecond edition x>f this 
latter fort will appear in a little time ; and if you 
have any improvements to propofe, he will w^ry 
thankfully receive them. Mr. Spence offers him to 
write the life afrelh ; and Spence, Burke, Lowth, 
and Melmoth, advife him to difcard It dicks ^ I con- 
fcfs he has ufed them to a very great excefs^ but yet 
I do not think they (hould be utterly difcarded* 

I DID not intend that Mr. Davenport ihould ever 
hear of thofe verfes ; and how he came to do fo^ is 
pail my comprehenfion. He feemed lx> me to have 
deferted Worfield* without My inteijydQpft to return 
again. I tkeiefbrt mcafitlo infcribe ijbcm <ndcr wf ^ 
oivn Venu^, in order to ^04*4 fome novclxy, at \ 
iufy ro/f, to thofe >^ho ar^ cuxiouii enough 10 n^ 
their vifus here. Pray, if you fee Mr. nnd Mr»- 
Davenport, pi-^ltjMU my bcft td^^^ to cKem; atid 
as to the vcries, 1 mil 4dA yoii % copy for tb,<Biv \ 
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you defire or ad'v'tfe me fo to do. — Mr. S— is agree- 
able, not void of learning, has fome fmartnefs, but 
little tafte. Mrs. S— i- has much of the latter ; and 
perhaps iniagination, which makes a part of tafte, 
may have had no fmall fhare in converting her to 
Popery. — Mr. Powys I have almoft forgot. — You are 
ingenious and very inventive in regard to the means 
of giving yourfelf mortification. I dare to fay, your 
hew building fuggefts no fuch idea as you conceive ; 
and I think it fufficient in a parfonage-houfe, if one 
fees dfetached fpecimens of tafte or elegance, without 
uniformity, or even without confiftency. 

I bo not find but that yoM fgure among the gentry 
near Bath. Dr. Charleton, who was here yefterday 
with Sir Francis and Mr. Knight, gave me an ac- 
count that the B— of G — had been to pay his re- 
fpedls to you. I will not enter into particulars, but 
would wilh you to cultivate his acquaintance. I 
Ihewed Sir Francis the dead colouring of the pifture 
which I intend to fend to you ; but you muft know 
that Alcock is the moft volatile of all creatures that 
have not wings : by way of improving the pidlurc 
I meant for Dodfley, he has made it infinitely lefs 
like ; and yet it muft go to London as it is, for God 
knows when he can be brought to alter it. 

I ASK E D the Doftor, how Mr. Blackftone came to 
obtain a feat in Parliament; and his anfwer was, 

« The 
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** The King iniifted on it, as he was a man of learn- 
*« ing and ingenuity."— ^The enmity betwixt Lord 
ii— n and Mr. P — •; I findi continues in its full 
force ; infomuch that my Lord is to have no place 
while Mr. P — continues in the miniftry.— My Lord 
B — 's promotion was, it feems, demanded by the D. 
of N — and Mr. P-^, as they would not be expofed 
to bear the blame, while he was the chief mover 
behind the curtain. Thefe little particles of intel- 
ligence have, I believe. Sir — — for their author.—^ 
i was told by another politician, the fame day, that 
we were not to exped a peace ; that the French, 
who might give up the Colonies, would not refign 
the Fifliery. 

Mr. Elnight, his mother and filler, go through 
fiath to Mr. Bamfylde's in about three weeks, if no- 
thing intervene. I am teazed greatly to accompany 
them — by my own inclination, I can alTure you, a$ 
well as xHi^ix importunity. 1 do not fay I will not, nor 
mufl I ever promife you beforehand that I nvilL I 
have good reafons to the contrary. They have fome 
thoughts of bringing Dr. Charleton into the party. 

Believe mc ever yours and Mrs. Graves's. 

W. Shenstone. 
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CV, To the fame, on the intended Publication of 
his Works. 

The LeafoweSy 
Dear Mr. Graves, Sept. 14, 1761. 

1 Ought to have thanked you many weeks ago, 
for a very long and entertaining letter ; the length 
pf which, as well as the entertainment, was increafed 
bjr a poftfcript a few days after. — But as the Winter 
is with me a dull and uniform feafon, fo the Summer 
is a time of univerfal diflipation ; and very happy do 
1 think myfelf, when after a continual fucceflion of 
company, vifits paid, and excurfions taken, I can fit 
down in peace and quietnefs, to attend to the buli- 
nefs of correfpondence and friendfhip. Either rea- 
fon, liabit, or complexion tells me, that I am never 
ptisemjoife fo properly employed. 

The laft digreflion I made was to the concert at 
Worceller, to hear « The MdTiah" well performed; 
to meet a number of faces one knows ;'but firft, and 
principally, to vifit your brother, without which mo- 
tive I had not gone. In the tyro farmer refpefts, the 
journey anfwered my expeftation :— but, alas ! your 
brother was gone into Herefordlhire. I, however, 
alighted out of the chaife ; and the houfe-keeper very 
civilly fhewed me his delightful parlour, that looks 
into the meadows, the Prebends' gardens, and down 
the Severn to Malvern-bills, A more agreeable 

town* 
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town-houfe cannot poffibly be found any where. Bat 
I regretted, when I reached the inn, that I had not 
afked to fee his children ; for I cither heard them uj>-. 
ftairs, had a glimpfe of them at the window, or fan- 
cied, to a degree of convidion, that they were moft 
of them within the houfe. t now return to remsu'k 
upon fome particulars in your letter— -I believe it is 
that indifference you complain of, which is thegranJ 
detriment to genius in an advanced part of life. Ift 
all poetical affairs, we are too apt to cry out with 
Pallas, " Non eft mihi tibia tanti • ;" and this ren- 
ders all our efforts tame, profaic, and judicious. Bat 
this propenfity, as well as many others, we ihould 
guard again ft, upon the approach of age ; change 
the objeft of our amufements; cherifh hopes, well or 
ill-grounded, of finding that pleafure in the novelty 
of objefts, which we have not found in any indivi- 
dual. Thefe are the mtVins of fri/ervixg our vivacity 
a fomewhat longer time than it naturally lafts ; but 
how far it is prui.ent to attach ourfelves to the world 
that we muft leave is a point which yim better can 
determine. Refined tafte, as it implies a Iwt of 
phyfical beauty, has this tendency. 

T H E R B is nothing can be more rational than wha^t 
you fay about the expediency of lofing no tinut if f- 
mean to colled and publiih what I have written. 
Yea are indeed very p^tial to m/ abilities ; bu(,J 
fillowsng for ih£Ut what you mejition mncUc^ witli 
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what I have thought myfelf, and this for fome years 
paft. A more agreeable kind of diftraSim in fum^ 
mer, and an indifferent ftate of health and fpirits in 
winter^ have hitherto prevented any progrefs in the 
corre^ion of my pieces. To thefe I might add 9 
fufpenc^ about the compbfitions, and the manner pro- 
.pcnf for publication. J am now much inclined tp 
make a colledion of the whole ; I mean> the beft 
.of what are already priAted or in MS.; to publif^ 
.them by fubfqription in a large quarto fize for the 
fake of profit ; and to apologize for this method^ 
.by mentioning the expence of top and tail-pieces, 
with which I mean they ihall be embellilhed. Some 
of thefe (by the bye) may be taken from my farm, 
the reft emblematical, in an eafy and carelefs, but, 
at the fame time^ elegant manner. I fhould think 
the inftance of Mr. Pope might render this method 
not difreputable; and jt might be advertifed (as 
was done by Mr. Spence), that, unlefs a certain 
number were fubfcribed for, the whole affair fhould 
be no farther profecuted. This would put it in the 
way of many friends to ferve me, who (I flatter my- 
felf), nuith inclination^ efleem themfelyes void of 
opportunity^ Let me beg you to think ferioufly 
of this, as well as of a general title-page, before you 
write again. . - . ^ 

Thank you kindly for all the little diverting 
anecdotes that are contained in your letter. I am 
glad to ]iear your place brings you company ; partly, 

• ai 
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as It tends to amufe yoa; and yet more, as it tends 
to make your merit more confpicuous. You and I 
have led a life of total difinterefTment. Let me ad- 
vife you to feek fome ad-vantage from your commerce 
with great nun, — The boy, who was here with you 
and Mrs. Graves, was here lafl Friday evening with a 
Mr. Jolliffe and his fon ; the latter of whom obferved 
your name upon the bench, and feemed proud to 
declare that he was once your fchool-fellow. Mr. 
Stratford (to whom I had written about gold-fiihes) 
fays in his anfwer, « I had the pleafure from Bath 
** of waiting upon Mr. G— , and was as much fa- 
*' tisfied with the miniature beauties of his place, 
** as with the polite reception 1 met with from the 
" owner." If you have an opportunity, you will 
oblige me by prefenting my compliments to that 
gentleman.--rl met Dr. Charleton at Worcefter, who 
ftands high in my efteem. — The account of Gothic 
architecture, &c. is curious ; but I have found it in 
Dr. Warburton's edition of Pope.— I inclofe the 
verfes on the Venus de Medicis-r-I told you before 
my intentions, &c. concerning thepi; and iince, 
I hear that they have appeared in fome one of the 
Magazines — throughDodfley 's or Percy's means, for 
I furely gave a copy to nobody beiides; and thofe 
copies muft be much mcgKs^tQu'm^y piCl^re Audi be 
fent you as foou as 1 can poflibly get Alcock over," 
who has promifcd to come ^y^v} week for thefe three 
months pall, I believe he miiU come foon<i^^-I did 
¥4 , ^^ 
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hot know of Mr. Warton'is Cdmp!imcftt ; btrt fce h 
Vety obliging to me oh ill occafions, iiid fends me 
all thlt he publifhes.*-! have not yet read Dr. Ro* 
bertfon's Hiftory, to my (hame be it fpoken, though 
I have the honour to know the autho^.— I hope the 
King wiii oblige the Irifti Peers with a place in th* 
proceffion, as that people fecws greatly out of tem- 
ptt ; and, I fear, not without fome reafon. 

I SEE tny friend I>odfley hai kt of hhAktle Jf^aii 
upon the marriage, in the! Chronicle. <• n^ Kin^ 
** fought a partner,^* Sec. And lad rtightWa^ brought 
me, from Bafkerville^s pl-^fs, on the fame occafion, 
very pompoufiy printed, the moil defpicable Gmb- 
ftreet I ever faw. 

I HAVE made fome little improvements about my 
place; have taken away the wall in front, and 
made a handfome ring ; have extended my path, in 
one piece of ground, greatly for the better— *but 
the grand water iii the valley will make no figure 
till next fjpAng, 

I HAVE alfo aflifted my friend Hull the comedian 
in altering the Tragedy of " Rofamohd ;'* had k 
brought upon the Ilage to a full hoafe at Birming- 
ham, where it was very well received ; put Hull in- 
to a way of making an indirefl compliment to the 
prefent King in the ten laft lines of his Epilogue, 

which 
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wMch was foHowed by « God fave great George,** 
&c. in a full chorus of the attdieflce and adtors 
drawn out abreaft upon the ilage. 

Since this, there has been depoiited in my hands 
a large colteaion of Poetry, by a Mifs Wheatly ©f 
Walfall : many of the pieces written in an excellent 
and truly claffical ftyle; fimple, fentimental, har- 
monious, and more correal than I almoft ever faw 
written by a lady. They will be publifhed, I be- 
lieve, by fubfcription, under the patronage of Lord 
Dartmouth. 

But nothing in the poetical way has pleaied mc 
better than a compliment which I received aboift 
nine days ago by the poft, mfider the feigned name 
Cot/wtfMia^^-^he mud be fome Gloucefterfhire la- 
dy that has feen the place ; as (he r^fes up a Fairy 
in my grove» into wlx>re mouth (he puts the com* 
pliment. It (eems written by fbmebody of faihioil 
by the ftyle.— Can you form any conjeduf e ^ 

Therb was a Mr. Freeman of Betftow (or fomc 
fuch name) with two or three ladies in a coach and 
fix that were here not long before ; a very genteel 
and polite young man, 

I REALLY know uot how to ftop, when I begin a 
letter to ytm ; and it is one reafon why I look upon 
the taik as too confiderable to be undertaken at all 

times. 
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times. Pray write foon, and believe xnc wholly 
yours and Mrs. Graves's. 

W. Shenstone.. 



CVI. To the fame, fuggefting to him a Subjed for 
Poetry. 

The Leafowes, 
Dear Mr. Graves, May 20, 1762. 

I FIND you will not write, unlefs I give a regular 
anfwer to yoqr letters ; and yet, God knows, I 
have a better excufe for my delay, than I wi(h my 
friend to have for his pundilio ; I mean, bdifpofi- 
tion.— Whence it has happened, I cannot fay, un- 
lefs I may blame thefe continual caft winds ; but I 
have fufFercd more from the fmiles of Spring, than 
I have really done from the frowns of Winter. 

Having premifed thus much, I lay your letter 
l)efore me. The expei^ce of printing a ftieet of thofe 
commendatory verfes at a common prefs is eighteen 
(hillings ; and at Bafkerville*s about three pounds 
ten (hillings : nor do I mean any decorations, unlefs 
perhaps " The King-fiftier/- or *« View of my 
*< Grove," which, you know, I have engraven rea- 
dy to my hands. So you fee that this offering to 
vanity is not likely to be the moft expenfive. 

I WISH you had beftowed fomewhat more attention 
upon the title ; in which cafe, I really believe the 

job 
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job had been executed long ago. Pray be fo kind 
as to re-confider it.— Is not " The Garland of 
Fricndfhip" a little too quaint ? for that, as I re- 
2nember> was what I propofed. — The motto which 
you propofed was a rery good one ; and I think alfo 
that the addition of the next line would he an im- 
provement to it ; " Et ifti errori nomen virtus po» 
fuiffet honeflum *." But I do not love double mot- 
,toes ; fo if I admit this, I muil exclude what I pro- 
j)ofed ; which, to fpeak the truth, was of my own 
invention. 

The cuftom of prefixing commendatory verfes to 
coUedions of poetry is now fcemingly grown obfo- 
Jete. Beiides, in my cafe, they would only Ihew 
^hat I had taken up more fame than my funds would 
anfwer. I return you many thanks for your poetical 
benevolence ; >ut why do you mention it under the 
name oi Epigram ? I do not even chufe that it fhould 
have the air ofjimile from the beginning : 

" Lo the tall youth, by partial fate's decree, 
« To affluence born, and from reftraint fet free ; 
" How pleas'd he, &c." 

• JVb/tf.— Mr. Graves had propofed for a itiotto, 
Vellem in amicitia fic erraremus ! 
which I have already, in one of the former volumes, rendered. 

In fricridfliip thus, O ! be we flill beguil'd. 
Mr. Shenitone wiflies the following addition to be made— « 
" Et ifti errori, &c. 
Imi T AT ED.— " And to fuch errors as we cannot blame, 
** Ev*n virtue would allow a liberal name." 

I HAVF 
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I HAVE taken this and fome ^/j^^r liberties withk 
and (hall infert it among the reft ; unlefs you chufc 
to redeem \ty with fomething more to your fatisfadlion; 
for, to fpeak with frankncfs, I think it better ca!cii« 
latcd to do /»/ honour than yourfelf\ though I could 
efteem it good^ if it came from a perfon whofe abili- 
ties I refpe(^ed lefs than yours. There is a fubjeft 
here, which I would recommend to you, if by fd 
doing I fhould lay you under no reftraint. It is my 
principal cafcade. Its appearance well refembles the 
playfulnefs of infancy ; fkipping from fide to fide, 
with a thoufand antk motions, that anfwer no other 
purpoi« than the mere amufement of the proprietor* 
—Other fimilitttdes, &c. would here occur i 

« Cui enim nafcenti faciles arriferunt Mufae *, &c.'* 

It then proceeds a few hundred yards, where it rolls 
and Jlits iron for manufaftures of all kinds ; re- 
fembling the graver toils of manhood, either in ac- 
quiring money, or furnifhing the conveniences com- 
forts or ornaments of life ; and in this manner it 
proceeds, under the name of The Stour, fupply- 
ing works for cafting, forging and Iharping iron, for 
every ci^il or military purpofe. Perhaps you may 
not know that my rills are the principal fou^ces of 
this river j or that this river fupplies more iron-works 
than almoft any fingle river in the kingdom : &r 
fo my friend Mr. Knight told mti 

# rpon whofe birth the playful Mufes fmil'd* 
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Th e Mr. D — you inquire after, and who wrote 
the lejl addrefs Sir Robert Walpole ever recei^v^d, \s 
Mr. Dodington. — Did I never fend you a lift of all 
the concealed names in that Mifcellany ? — I began 
to tranfcribe one from my own fet j but find one part 
oi my lill is loft ; I however fend it, and will piece 
ic out \\dien I find an opportunity; as I purpofe al(b 
to give you fome account of our feveral merits in 
Dodiley's Fables. By the way, do not the verfes to 
Dr. CornwalHs (now Biihop) affeft you fenfibly, vol. 
VI. p. 138 ?-^they do me, whenever I read them; 
and I cannot help applying them to myfdf. I feel 
fomevvhat of the fame fenfation when I read «' The 
" Letters of Henry and Frances ;" in which (from 
felf-partiality, no doubt) I find myfelf extremely 
like Henry. 

Pray let me hear, if you pleafe, of Mr. Daven* 
port.— I wiih I had learnt to draiu well in early life; 
it would have given me ibme \exy great advantages. 
<f-^Let me hear alio much of Mr. Melrooth* who« I 
pxefume, has left you long before this time. I did 
once defign to have fent you down my propofals for 
^ fubfcription, and requefted the favour (^you t<wo 
to fettle them finally, without any further reference 
to myielf ; but my head and fpirits have been too 
bad to undertake even a common letter.-«-What 
think ,you of Dr. Lowth's Grammar ? — Livie met 
him at Mr. Dodfley's ; and fays, he is well pleafed 
with our frontifpiece, &c. to Horace. Livie could 

not 
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not prefent his book to Lord Bute, him/elf, on ac- 
count of my Lord's indHpofition. Mr. Dalton (Dn 
Dalton's brother), who teaches the King to draw, 
prefented it. It feems, this Mr. Dalton (who gave 
the drawing of Lord Bute's arms) has lodgingis \i 
the palace, and fees the King every day. Whik 
Livie was nvitb him, word came that the King was 
Coming into his room ; upon which, Livie was fent 
out another way.— The King aflced Dalton, whom 
he had with him ? — and was anfwered, an editor of 
Horace, who had infcribed it to Lord Bute.->^Da!« 
ton is to prefent a copy to the King. 

I INCLOSE to you a fpecimen of the decorated 
parts of Horace, with the frontifpiece.— ^The book 
will be publiftied in a month's time, when I mean 
you a copy from thofe that are allotted to me. 

My Lord Bute's arms arc trnexceptionably wclT- 
finiftied.— The other plates, either through negli- 
gence, or the wilfulnefs of the defigner and cngravef, 
have given me infinite trouble and vexation. How- 
ever, with about tiuo-thirdi of my (£re£^ions ob- 
ferved, they will, I hope, afford you fome pleafure; 
ind difcover fomewhat more beauty and fpirit than 
One commonly finds in fuch defigns.— Send me yott 
tcmarks y^rf particularly, I befeech you. 

W.S. 
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CVII. To the fame. 

The Leafowcs, 
Dear Mr. Graves, Nov. 20, 1762. 

DO I really owe you an apology? who are 
embarrafled with fuch a number of momen- 
tous concerns, as hardly allow a fair trial to letters 
of mere amufement ? Alas ! I cannot ftielter my long 
iilence under a fuppofition of this kind. I believe, 
I even hope, that you have difapproved my long ne- 
gleft ; as I can very faithfully affure you I have re- 
peatedly done my/elf. There are certain times and 
feafons when I have not either xh^ power or the <will 
to write : as Hannibal faid about attacking Rome, 
^ quandoque mentem non dari, quandoque potefta- 
« tem." This being an intelledual kind oi lethargy j 
h would have been at leaft a friendly office, if you 
had routed me, as you might have done, by a fuper- 
numerary letter. I never receive a line from you, 
but I feel an almoft irrefiftible propenfity to anfwer 
it that very inftant. Impediments fometimes occur; 
and, that inftant being neglected, matter is accumu- 
lated for a longer letter that I am always refolute 
enough to undertake : at the fame time, I can never 
content myfelf with uttering one half of what I have 
to fay. — Pray is not that good fort of man, to whom 
you allude, a Mr. K— ? Let him be ever fo good a 
fort of man in the common eftimation, I dare aver 
him to be neither an ingenious perfon nor a candid 

critic. 



336 MR, S HEN STONE'S 

critic. There may be fifty or more preferable read- 
ings to what are received in this new Horace ; yet 
he will find a better text there, upon the lubcle, than 
in any one edition before extant. As to the l€auty 
of type zxi6. pre/s*<work, itis too obvioas to need vin- 
dication. The accuracy of the latter almoft exceeds 
what was ever found in any other book. Then as 
to the frontlfpiecei it is, I think, much fuperior to 
fuch as ordinarily occur ; the fubje^ animated, and 
well-chofen ; and the execution very commendable ; 
At leaft, if we allow for the nice touches which it 
required, and the uncommon difficulty of getting any 
thing of this kind done to one's direction. 

Mr. Walpole is a lively and ingenious writer j 
not always accurate in his determinations and much 
Ipfs fo in his language ; too often led away by a de- 
lire of routing prejudices and deftroying giants : and 
yet there is no province wherein he appears to mor^ 
advantage, in general, than in throwing new light 
' upon Charadters in Britiih Hi^ry. I wifh he would 
compofe a regular work, making this his principal 
point. He has, with great labour, in his Book />f 
Painters> recorded matters of little importance, re- 
lative to people that were of lefs. I have a right to 
be ffivere, for his volumes coft me above thirty ihil- 
lings ; yet> where he drops the antiquarian in them# 
his remarks are Uriking, and worth perufal.-*^! hav^ 
feat for " Cefuer's Rural Poejjis," and intend to fee; 

«* The 
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«*The Death of Abel;" though I expedl to fin^ 
fmall pleafure in this poetical profe, unlefs exquifitely 
well-tuned.— Thank you for the anecdote of Lord 
Courteney : a thoufand fuch fort of things, that en- 
gage the public attention, are never capable of pe- 
netrating the depth of my retirements 

Mr, Meknoth you will probably fee often, as he 
intends to make Bath his place of refidence. The 
Omphale you fent me is a moft excellent figure, and 
I fhall wiih much to get a good caft of it; at leaft, 
when I am able to afford it.— When I write again, I 
will give you the beft account I can of my Jhare in 
Dodiley's new Fables; though it will be no eafy 
matter to fyt?^ feparately of it with any preciiion* 

And now, I think, I have fpoke to moil of the 
articles in your laft letter.— Mr, Dodfley, who fays 
he invited you, would acquaint yon how we divided 
our time whilft he was here, into two principal parts, 
*' Tun a dormir, Fautre a ne rien faire." Yet we 
paid our devoirs to a good deal of genteel company; 
of which this feafon has afforded me at leafi an equal 
ihare with any that went before. I will particularize 
a few ; opening the lili with no lefs perfonages than 
the Duke and Duchefs of Richmond— Mr. Walfh, 
Member for Worcefter — Earl of Bath, with Dr. Mon- 
fon, Mrs. Montague (who wrote the three laft Dia- 
logues printed with Lord Lyttelton'sj, and other 

Vol* III. Z company. 
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company, from Hagley— Sir Richard A(hIey'«*.Mf« 
Mordaunt— Dr. Charleton with Mr. Knight— Earl 
andCountefs of Northampton — Mr. Amyand— *Lord 
Plymouth and Sir Harry Parker— Mr. and Mrs. Mor- 
rice of Perccficld— Lord Mansfield with Mr. BarcMi 
Smythe, Lord Dartmouth and Mr. Talbot-^Marquts 
of Taviftock and Earl of OfTory— your nephew Mr. 
Graves, with Mr. Hopton and one of the fenior 
Pro^ors of Oxford— Lord and Lady Dacre— Barofi 
Pleflen, Gentleman of the Bedchamber to the King 
of Denmark, with a Mr. Wendt his Tutor— Lofd 
and Lady Vernon of Sudbury with his children. Sir 
Charles and Lady Tynte, and Mr. Garrick's brother 
—Mr. Melmoth and Mrs. Mclmoth- Colonel James 
—Lady Ward and Lady Uill, with Mifs Wrottefley, 
Mifs Pigott, &c. — Lord Lyttelton, Mr. Lyttelton, 
and Mr. Ruft— Lord and Lady Dartmouth with Lord 
and Lady Willoughby de Brok&— Mr. Anfon of 
Shuckburgh with Mr. Stuart the painter and pub- 
lifher of** Athenian Ruins"— Mr. Pepys and SirW. 
Wheeler's fon, Mr. Pitt's nephew, &c.— Colonel 
Bamfylde, with Mr. Knight's family, &c. &c.— I 
did not imagine my lift would have engroffed fo much 
of my paper, and leave fo little room to fpeak about 
the individuals.— Lord M — appeared to me rather 
zman o/'w/Vthan 2Lman oftafte\ Baron Smythe, the 
reverfe.- Mr. and Mrs. Morrice, extremely polite 
and agreeable people, invited me preifirigly to their 
habitation; I could not help refleding on thefingular 

happinefs 
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happiaeTs of Mr. Monice to be poflefl*ed at once oft 
large fbrtane, one of the fineft fituations in Eogland^ 
and a wife whotc tafte for rural improvements appears 
eyeil faperior to his own ; at leiU^ if tke beauty of 
her ferjin did not impofe upon my j udgment. Tiieie 
are many others whom I would diftingwih* if my 
time or paper would permit— -—I fuppoie that yoo 
and Mr. Dodfley would be mighty unanimous widi 
regard to the prc^riety of fetting my ful^riptionoa 
foo^ I do not difpute any of your aFguments— ^ey 
tally exa£Uy with my own opinion : at leail> allowing 
for the higher idea you have of my pieces than they 
defenre— >4he truth i^ that I have deferred the publi- 
cation too long already -^ till many of the compofi- 
tions >^ill not appear to the fam^ advantage as before^ 
and till I have not half the power that X had formerly 
to improve them. When I am low-fpirited, I almoft 
ihudder at this tremendous contrad with the pub- 
lick I when my fpirits are devated, I fee the nece£tty 
that you do, of not lofing ^ moment's time*-weie 
yoa here a week, you would pat the matter upon a 
footing that was analteraUe— -**woald to God yon 
vjoere here^ or any one like you i however* it u pro- 
baUe you will^* hear from me again npoa this 
very ^jed«-tk*I know this> that, ^ I print at aU, the 
fubfciiption is by no means to be negleded this pre- 
fent winter.— *•! have feen our friend Dr. Charleton 
many times this {eafon ; at The Leafowet ; at Mr. 
Raight's; at his own houfe; and at my Lord Foley*^. 
Z 2 This 
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This vifit to my Lord Foley's was performed aboBft 
three weeks agd. I went with young Knight ; and 
the company of the Doftor and Sir Francis Charletoft 
took off dll rcftraint, and made the vifit perfedly 
agreeable* My Lord's behaviour was entirely free 
and hofpitable 5 and his converfation lively and en- 
tertaining—I muft confefs, far beyond the idea which 
J have been taught to conceive of him. His table 
the moil magnificent, I believe, of any Nobleman's 
for thirty miles round. His park, and Woobery-h21 
adjacent^ afford views that are either exteniive, wild, 
beautiful, or grand. The portico before his lodge 
deferVes particular notice. His houfe large, and com- 
modious, and well fumifhed ; but fcarce any of the 
l-ooms high enough to ftand the teft of modem criti- 
cifm. But what flrikes more than all the reft, is the 
magnificence of his chapel-*— which however I cannot 
ftay to defcribe ; for I this very moment receive your 
letter.— After having written fo much before, I can 
only touch upon fome few particulars .-^I believe, 
my fcheme of publication will proceed in a Uttle 
time, and that you will foon hear from me again.*^ 
If you can poffibly excufe me to Mr. Davenport, and 
keep me well with him for a week or fortnight^ I 
will not fail to write him a refpeflful letter.^- 1 am 
truly afhamed of my negleft; but have written more 
letters within this week, than I have done for a quar- 
ter of a year before.— «That there is a fa£lion foraiii^ 
againft Lord B — , I readily believe. The war may 

fait 
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fuit the mercantile world ; and the City of London 
has generally the art to reprefent the landed and 
trading intereft as precifely the fame thing : but I 
think tliere is a very material difference ; which it 
would be no way difficult to demonftrate— at leaft I 
am one that cry out^ 

*' Nulla falus bello; pacem te pofclmus omnes •!" 

I am quite unacquainted with the affair relating to 
Colonel Wilkes and Lord Bute's fon > » -And now 
(though I mean to write again foon) I will releafe 
you from this unpleafing fcrawl. i beg however that 
you would not fail to write to me direSlyy if you can 
find leifure ; being quite impatient to converfe with 
you, after fuch a chafmin our correfpondence; and 
being, with unvariable affedion, my dear friend, for 
ever yours. — Pray my beft relpefts to Mrs. Graves. 

W. -Shekstone. 

My friend Dr. Grainger has written a Poem, in 
blank verfe, which he calls " The Sugar-Cane."— It 
is divided into four books, and is capable of being 
rendered a good Poem. My friend J ago has written 
another Poem, in blank verfe alfo, which he c^s 
*' Edge-hill." It is defcriptive chiefly of the profpeft 
«— -but admits an account oi the fight there, and many 
little tales and epifiides^ with <:ompliments alfo to the 
gentry of Warwickfhire. -It lies now upon my table. 

• War is an ill— peace, peace we all implore. 

Zj CVIIJ. 
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CVIII. ToMr. Jagpi. 

My (kar friend,, 1762. 

A THOUSAND thanks to you for the very 
obliging and humorous Poem which you arc; 
fo kind to fend me. I really think it very ingenious* 
and, upon the wholes extremely corrcft; although I 
have taken the liberty of propoEng one or two hints 
for farther improvement. The relation that it bear$ 
to me and my place may tend to pre'yxdice my jiuig* 
ment ; but I cannot conceive that it reqi;ures aught 
befide impartiality j to relifh the beauties of this Poem. 
I beg I may receive a fair copy in your own hand, 
as foon as poflible ; and I will con(ider« in the meaa 
time, how to ihew it tQ the publick in the moft ad« 
vantageous manner. It certainly docs me honour : 
as things are at prefent circumftanced, it may tend 
to do me good\ which I am very fure you would be 
glad to fee* I am a little alhamed to be fo siuch 
behind-hand with yon* in ^vours of this and other 
kinds : but I live in hopes there may come a day* 
when I fhall find occafion to exprefs my gratitude* 
The pidure$ you fent arrived fafeon Thurfday : and 
have been fince cleaned, and put up in their places* 
I cannot enter upon this fubjedl now ; finding it al- 
m/A ^ o'clock at night, and having juft received a 
letter from Mr. Dodfley which he requires me to an- 
fwer by return of poft. It relates to xht/cbeme men- 
tioned in his laft, which is intended for my emolu* 

ment; 
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mcnt 5 but which I muft not expedl to fucceedi with- 
out cOnfiderablc mortification. This intsr «w.— You 
in aft by no means lay aiide the thoughts of perfeding 
Edgt-hilU ftt your leifure. It is poflibie that* in order , 
to keep clear of flattery, I have faid lefs in its favour 
than I really ought — but I never confidcred it other- 
wife than as a Poem which it was very advifeable for 
yoti to compleat zxAfiniJh. I am now to defire my 
beft refpe£ls to Mrs. Jago> and to bid you an affec- 
tionate adieu ! 

" Tu comes antiquus ! tij primis jupftus ab annis*! " 

I AM, my dear friend I ever yours, with the trueft 
efteem^ 
Bee. i8, 1761. W. Shenstone, 



CIX. To Sherrington Davenport, Efq; 

The Leafowes, 
Dear Sir, Jan. 4, 1763. 

MR. G— *- telk me, that you have done me the 
honour to lay fome ftrefs upon receiving a 
letter from me. Alas ! it muft be owing purely iq 
your benev(dence, whidi makes you wi(h to hear of 
an abfent friend^ and not to any expedationf yoa 
can reafonabiy form of entertainment from his pen. 
The long letter with which you favoured mc was f« 
very lively as well as ingenious, that I defpaired of 

* Tiieuy my old cororad&Hoin'd m eady ye^rs I 

Z 4 drawing 
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drawing from my fountains the vivacity you da from 
the Bath waters. But» be this as it will, the vein of 
friendfhip that runs through your letter demands my 
ampleft acknowledgments ; and if you will accept 
oi fuch returns, I promife they will be as hearty as 
they are infipid. 

I AGREE with you, that the firft fallies of imagi- 
nation will generally prove the moft fprightly, an4 
that they will often comprehend the principal fea- 
tures of a fubjedt They are of the nature of dead- 
colouring in a portrait ; which one fomedmes thinks 
more fpirited than the fame performance when finifh- 
cd. And yet a good painter will not hurt a portrait 
by the fubfequent labour he beftows upon it, nor 
will a good writer injure his piece by the pains he 
takes to round and perfedl it. It mull be fome de^ 
fedl in the tafte of either that makes his diligence 
detrimental, or gives occaiion for a ftander-by to cry 
out, " Manum de tabula *." I believe it will appear 
upon examination, that works which coft moft labour 
have generally been thought the eafieft and pleafed 
the longeft. One cannot, however, deny that there 
is a fort of perfons formed by nature ior Jljooting-Jly^ 
ing (which, hy the way, I could never do), and that 
their fallies of iipagination are what they can hardly 
improve by any future pains. Thefe may be called 
men of wit and fire, but it is 'the union of tafte with 
thefe that conftitutes fine writing. True tafte will 

* Yottr hand from the tablet,— Namely, remove it. 

ncv^r 
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»cver ftifFen or over-charge any performance : it will 
lather be employed to fmooth, fimplify, and give 
that eafe on which grace depends. One can as little 
deny that there are i/Wj of writing which have a 
better chance than others to fucceed without much 
labour, which ftart forth mature 2X firji^ as Pallas 
did from the brain of J upiter. Works o{ humour arc 
often of this fort ; and there are many inftances in 
£ utler*5 Hudibras. Yet I think the humopr oiSiJuift 
lyas greatly owing to a judicious re^i/al, — Pardon 
me, my dear friend, for this tedious difcuffion, 
which you little th.ought of bringing upon yourfelf. 
by the obliging hint you gave concerning thofe 
yerfes upon Venus. I do acknowledge that an ad- 
4itional ftanza there, containing a refledtion on Chi- 
nefe architedlure, were better laid afide. It feemed 
to me one of the ." fplendida peccata • that might 
be a little popular at this time ; and has, therefor^ 
6>r this feafon, appeared on a board by the fide of 
the Venus. We, who cannot ered frefli temples, 
or even add a new garden-feat every fpring, are 
obliged to make the moH we can of a new and tole-. 
wble copy of yerfes, that coft us thought inflead of 
money ; and even at a pinch to piece out a dull fcene 
with duller poetry: how elfe could I keep my place 
in countenance, fo near the pompous pUesof Hag« 
ky^ And yet there are itw faJbionabU vifitanti 
that do not (hew an affeaion for the little Amoie^ 
as much as they admire the ftatdy 

« Splendid faulty 
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«' plerumque gratae divitibus 'vices ♦.'* J have ofcn 
confidered why thofe poiTefled of palaces yet efteem 
n root-houfe or a cottage as a defireable objedfc in 
their gardens.— Is it not from having experienced 
the imperfed^n of happineft in higher life, that 
they are led to concei've it more compleat beneath a 
roof of ftraw ; where, perhaps, it may really be as 
defective as in the apartments of a King or a MiniT- 
ter ? — A thoufand thanks to you and Mrs. Daven- 
port for the accommodations yott fo kindly o^er noe. 
Experience will no more fuffer me to queflion the 
cordiality than the politenefs of your reception. 
What an amuiing pifture have you given of fiath ! 
plcafures carried to the utmoft height, and opiates 
ready when one is cloyed with pleafures ! And yet 
let me confefs a truth, you have lightly touched upcwt 
thofe 'utry articles which would prove tome the moft 
Jpecifically j^eafmg. For can any temptation be 
ftronger, than to fay thatj?^ reiide there ? and does 
not my friend G— refide at Claverton, of whofe ge- 
nius and friendfhip I have had proofs thefe twenty 
years paft ? and have you not Mr. Webb, and now 
Mr. Melmoth, to make Bath ern/iable for the reii* 
dence of literature ? What a joy would it afford me 
to go on a party with you to Percefield, whither 
Mr. and Mrs. Morrice gave me the moft prefling 
invitations !— Thefe furely are plcafures of which— 
I hope one day to partake. 

* Variety will often pleafc the rich. 

My 
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Mt health, generally bad in mnter and iprtng» 
has hitherto been tolerable. The influenza of hft 
fpring condnned to depreis me half the fummer* 
'^ould you think the vcrfes I inclofed were written 
on that occafion by a young journeyman fhoe-maker; 
and one that lives at the village of Rowley, near 
me ? He confidered my diforder in fonicwbat too 
gra've a light, as I did not think my life endangered 
by it ; but allowing for thi«, and the fortiality he 
ihews me^ you will think the lines pretty extraordi- 
nary for one ^ibis oceupatim. They are not> how- 
ever, the wly^ or, perhaps, the r^^^/Tpecimensof hb 
genius ; and yet, before he came to me, his princi- 
pal knowledge was drawn from Magasdnet. For 
thefe two or three years paft, I have lent him Claf* 
fici, and other bodes in Engliih. You fee^ to bhih 
I am a great Maecenas; although you and my friend 
cxpe^ me to become an author by fubfciiption* 
On this head I will fay no more at frefenu than that 
I am infinitely obliged by your extreme friendly 
offers. My friend G— , who knows my fentiments, 
has fometimes the honour of waiting upon you \ I 
ought not^ dierefore, after this tedious epidle, to 
begin to trouble you with a written explanation of 
them. Believe me, dear Sir, with my mod refped- 
fel compliments to Mrs. Davenport, 
Your ever obliged, 

and moil obedient fervant, 

W. Shenstons* 

I WILL 
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I wi L L fend you fome other of Woodhoufe*s irer- 
{es, when I can get him to tranicribe them. 



ex. To Mr. J A CO. 

The Leafowes, 
Dear Mr. Jago, Jan. 4, 1765. 

Y laft letter muft have been confufcd, and the 
arrival of it, I fear, uncertain. 



M 



Th e hare and birds, in one of the piftures which 
you fent me, I think, are well ; the other parts of 
it indifferent ; the greyhound word of all. The 
portrait is by no means equal to its companion, ei- 
ther in beauty of the perfon, or fkill of the painter ; 
yet it matches fo well with the other, that I find 
my parlour very much cmbellifhed by it. Pardon 
the freedom with which I criticife your prefent; and 
accept once more my very thankful acknowledge- 
ments. 

I A M truly glad to find fo worthy a Nobleman^ 
and fo warm a friend of yours, as my Lord Wil- 
ioughby is, made a Lord of the fied-chamben 

I H AVE heard nothing fince I wrote laft in regard 
to my affair ; though I expeft to do fo every day. 
I have fuch a tribe of humours and peculiarities, that 
it is eafier to make me lich than to make me hap- 
py ; and ten to one that the favour will not be con- 
ferred 
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ferred without difgufting fome of thefe faid hu^ 
mours, &c. However, one muft make the beft of 
it ; and refleft, that mortifications in one place may 
preclude mortifications in another. 

i GO to-morrow, by appointment* to Enyille'; 
where I may probably ftay till Saturday. I have 
wiihed moft heartily for a copy of your Fible to* 
take with me ; but Dodfley has not yet rieturned 
that I fent him. Pray confider my propofed altera- 
tions rather as hints than real improvements, and 
let me have a copy as foon as you can. I wrote my 
. ■ pritiqifnii over twice, and know not whether I fent 
the beft or the worft copy ; fo I fend the other, 
though perhaps much the fame. I forgot to parti- 
cularize many Ihining parts in your little Fable, 
. •• that are either fclegant or humorous : of the former 
fc^rt^ nothing could be happier than what you fay 
'•. -^bout H— ; as it touches in i\\t gent left manner, on 
» ,*■ * • aj>offible truth, which, if expreffed rather than im- 
. '*■ plied, might nOt be altogether inofFenfive. This 
• teauty is produced by fubftituting H — inliead of 
V • L-^, the place inftead of the proprietor. 

' .. I H AVE lately read " The Death of Abel." It is 

Hot toid of merit ; but might have been made much 
more pathetic by a more iimple and profaic ftyle. 

• I DfisiRE my beft refpefts to Mrs. J ago and your 
: fiunily.-*>May not I fee you here this Chriftmas ? 
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^ t wifh to do, becaufe It is the feafon preient ; s^aA 
not that I am not at all times and at all feafons meft 
dnfeignedly gUd to wait upon you, ^nd moil affisc* 
tionately your ever faithful fervant : 

** Tecum etenim longos memini confumere foles* 
•* Et tecum primas epulis deccrpere nodles. 
** Unum opus, Sc requiem pariter difponimas am-^ 
« bo *," kc 

Your kind remembrance of me in your Edge-hill has 
brought thefe quotations into my head* Adieu ! 

W. Shenstone* 



CXL To the fame. 

My good friend* Jan. ti, tjfrj, 

I AM fufpicious that my letters (of which I have 
fent two) do not reach you by the way of War:* 
wick. This is meant as an experiment whether 
they will arrive by way of Southam. It is meant 
withal to remind you of perfediing your little Fable, 
and diipatching it to me as ibon as may be. I 
would fain tranfmit a copy to Lord S-^'s beforie 

• Imitation.— 

With thee long funs hdw Was I wont to wafte> 
Defraud the everiing of the ciiitom*d meal, 
Alike ovir labonrs, tgHd «lik9 oar reft ! 

thfi 



LETTERS. 351 

tlie family feparates, or leaves Envilie ; by whom, 
I am fure, it would be admired. 

I AM juft returned from a vifit which I made 
there, of four or five days, pafled very happily. At 
coming away, I (hewed my Lord two or three of Mr. 
D — 's laft letters, which laid open to him the fcheme 
that was carrying on for me. I requefted alfo, if 
there fhould be occafion (which there poffibly might 
not) that he would allow me the honour of being 
known to him. He faid, " he was glad to find 
•* what was going forward ; and had long wiihed to 
«* fee fomething of that fort begun before : that he 
" fhould be in town, I think, in February ; and 
•* would do me any fervice in his power. He de- 
« fired me alfo to acquaint Mr. D— (in allufion to 
" the latter's uncertainty about my Lord's political 
*' connexions) that he thought it the duty of every 
" honefl man to fupport the prefent Government ; 
•« and that he fhould continue his regard for the 
*** Minifler, fo long as he faw nothing in his mea- 
*' fures that was prejudicial to his Country." 

I K NOW that you will take a friendly part in any 
good that may befal me. Pray write, be it ever fo 
carelefsly ; and believe me ever yours and Mrs. Ja- 
go's moit afFeflionate and faithful 

W. S. 

• " The writer furvived the date of this letter but a fliort 
*» time, his death happening oa the eleventh of the follow- 

" inj 
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** ing montli, to the inexpreflible grief of his mmn wSaa 
** friends, and the generous concern of thofe, who» too la 
** acquainted with his merity were indulging themfelves 
** tlic pleafnig thought of having provided for his futu: 
** eafe, and tranquil enjoyment of life." 



FINIS. 
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